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45To the right V Vorſhiptull Sir 
Truomas Cagw, &c, 
All happineſſe. 
SIR; 

ee En, that can ſpeake, would 
y CY cl heare much in tew. It is nor 
i{ much that I can dothis way, 
PI and therefore it is but little 
that I will ſay.Only to three 
WI 2arrces,viz,why (of many} 
theſe Sermons were thus, 
firſt, Preached ; ſecondly, 
Printed , thirdly , Dedicated. I anſwer, 

Tothe firft thus : As in Feaſts,ſo in Sermons; 
we reſpetthe companic , not our ſclues. Theſe 
two were preached in Athens, andthere S. Pea! , ,,,_.... 
[whoſe rule in theſe middlethings is Ownic omni- © 10:34 
bus ) ſomewhat varies his ſtile, and ſpeakes thick, 
WIA 

Tothe ſecond thus : theſe were moſt and firſt 


defired ; and we carry Sermons tothe Preſle, 25 
a 3 ſecuants 
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The Epiſile Dedicatory, 
ſcruants bring meat tothe table, onely when. itis 
called for. 

"4cxiutatere To thethird thus : Firſt, for my owne priuate, 
xuxquam di T gwe very much to your loue, for many moſt 
fey 74% ++ inde fauours,moſt faithfull counſels,moſt fruit- 
full inſtrutions , Secondly, I am willing to pay 
whatTIam able, and tocommend the reſt tothe 
rayers of my cxecutorsand afſignes. And third- 
y, for the publike ; not onely I , bur all the 
Churches giue you thankes , partly for relicuing 
ſo many poore members and bowels, partly for 
adorning Religion with real performances,whi- 
leſt others talke, and with attending the maine, 
whileſt too manie languiſh. in liucleſſe diſputes. 
Go on (Good Sir) you arc in a good way, & you 
ſcruea good Maſter, I know not whom the Lord 
hath bleſſed beyond your ſelfe, inperſon, condi- 
tion, profeſsion,relation, ſucceſsion, cucry way : 
ſhould not you be very thankefull, who ſhould £ 
Now the Lord giue youto abound yer and yer, 
Phil.1.9, moreand more,as Pas! ſpeakes : dl hee graunt, 
11 bis »[tizis that in theſe laſt and worſt dayes( as S. Bernard 
& punt, Yokes them) weall tay keepe our fairh,truth,in- 
nn nocencie,conſcience, & the reſt of our garments 
Renel16-15% cleancand cloſe about vs. Amen, 


From my Study,Decemb. 20, 
Your Wotſhips much bounden, 


RozzrTHARRIS 


To the*Reader. 


Haue beene long preſſed to 
contriue many Sermons ( of 
( onſcience') into one Di/- 
——_ y annex thereto 
ome { aſes for an Eſſay. 1 
hage Ak a heel the 
motion, but finding my ſelfe partly preuented 
by my betters , partly intercepted by more preſ- 
fing occaſions, I giue vp : only thus farre I haye 
yeelded namely,T hat my rude notes ſhould bee 
feanned, and in caſe they ſhall be deemed of a- 
ny v/e then to be publiſhed vntranſcribed.Some 
of them haxe paſſed (it ſeemes ) the _ 
and are now conder view : touching which, vn- 
derſtand thus mach , Firſt , that the two for- 
mer were preached i the P niner ſitie, and ad- 
dreſſed to the then Auditory and occaſuon. Se- 


condly, 
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TotheReader. 


cond'y,that Thauk vnderband ( opon the ſame 
and other Texts)other Sermons ,wbich(haply) 
may more comply with thine eſtate and temper: 
if /o,it is at thy libertie to leaue theſe , und to 
wait thoſe,wherein I ſhall haply exfﬀ#ſſe more 
fully what inthe Aſsze Sermon time and im- 
portunity made me forbeare. Thirdly , that I 
hane no conueniency of writing much at home, 
or of ſeeing any thing printed abroad : and 
therefore if things bee not all out to thy minde, 
diuide the blame betwixt the 'Frinter and im<- 
portunity. 1haue no more to ſay but this , Com- 

are Iudas and Paul together, marke the ones 
miſery,the others confidence , and accordingly 
make thy concluſuon. 


Thine in Chriſt, 
RHarkis. 


tw. WS 


A Table of the Texts of Scrip- 


ture handled in theſe ſixe Ser. 
Imnons as alſo of the Dor lines, 


The firſt Sermon, 
ACTs 24.16, 
And herein doe I exerciſe my ſelfe to haue 
alwayes a conſcience void of offence towards 
God,and towards man. 


DoA.1, Men be they pleaſed or diſplea- 
ſed, Conſeience muſt not bee diſpleaſed. 


page.z 
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The ſecond Sermon. 


MATTH.27.3. 
Then Tudas which had betraied bim, when 
he ſaw that bee was condemned ,repented, and 
brought again the thirtie peeces of ſuluer. 


DoF. x , They that will not ſee their 


finnes timely to their conuerſton, ſhall ſee 
b them 
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them firſt orlaſt to their confuſion. p.z1, 
DoZ.2. That a very Reprobate may 
after a ſinne commited (eſpecially vn- 
naturall) conceiue ſome ſorrow, make | 
ſome confeſſion and ſatisfattion for ir, | 
U, pag.31 | 
-DoA.3. Wicked men are naturally ſo 
| blinded with Satan,and ſo beſotted wich 
| ſin, that they can apply nothing to them- 
{clues for their ovvne ve. pag.3 2 
Do, 4. Wicked men haue anill pro. 
pertic of a baddebtor : they will dravy a 
man into a ſnare,land there they wil leaue 
him in the lurch, p42.3 4. 
Do#.5. The Conſcience once awa- 
ked will deny one all peace, till hee hath 
lawfully reſtored what vnfaithfully hee 
hath gotten. pag.z6 *® 
DoF. 6: When the Lordturnesloole * 
the conſcience of a vvicked man vpon 
him,heis not ableto ſtand againſt ir.p.5z 
Do87. In him wee ſcethe lot of vwic- ; 
ked men, though happily they can com. Þ} 
tort others, yet in extremitie themſelues *| 
anke vnder deſpaire. pag.do |} 
Saint 
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Saint Panles Confidence, 


The third Sermon. 

ACTS 24.16. 

h And berein doe Texcerciſe my ſelfe,tohane 

alwaies agonſcience void of offence towards 

| God,and towards men, 

| DoF. To keepe the Conſcience from | 
offence and hurt, mult bee the taske of 'F 
eucry Saint, 


The bleſſedneſſe of a ſound Spi- | 
rit: withthe miſery of a wounded. 


The fourth Sermon. 
PROVERBS IS. 14. 
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| Theſecond part of the Text. 
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| The ſpirit of a man will ſuſteine bis infir- lll! 3 
mitie :. but a wounded ſpirit who can beare? Wl > 

, Dot. That a Comfortable Spiritis W1> 
ynconquerable, þ42.3» " ; 

d) 


| The fifth Sermon , 
: Prov. 18.14. 
A wounded ſpirit who can beare? 
DoF.2, A wounded Svpiritis a burden 
intolerable, pag. 17. - 
b 2 Davips 8 
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Davips Comfort at Zklae. 
The fixt Sermon, 


1.SAM.30.6. 


And Dauid was greatly diſtreſſed : for the 
people ſpake of /ſoming bim, becauſe the ſoule 
of all the people was grieved , euerie man 
for his ſonnes , and for his daughters : but 
Dauid encouraged himſelfe m the Lord his 
God. 


DoF. 1. TheLord doth ſometimes 
ſuſfer his deareſt ſeruants to be greatly di- 


ſtreſled. page. 

Do. 2. Seeournatureincroſfles, wee 
are apttofly vpon men, ratherthan to 
fall dowvne and humble our {clues before 
God. pag.11 
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. SAINT. P PAVLS 
\ EXERCISE. 


THE FIRST SERMON. 


L ACTS 24 16. 
f And berein doe Texerciſe my ſelfe , to baue al- 
| wayes aconſcience cyoid of offence, toward 


God and toward men. 


Rd 


PS N this Chapter we hane a very 
£ 5 N greartriall : the ſittings at.one 
"A of the Ceſeres's ,the IudBe(vn- 
3 | der Clandins) Felix, the Empe- 
rours Aduocate , " Tertallas , 
Plaintiffes,, the ewes ; ; Defen- 
ON S. Pau! the Enditement, 
ſchiſme and herefie ; the euidence,thouſands of 
b 3 teſti- 


_ 
—_ 


- 
- . 
_ _ 
wo ——— ce ow A eo 
_ = ' 


"2 


Wh NMIWwWwWWw\'. 


—”” wm 


CYREL 


2 S. Pauls Exerciſe. 


reſtimonies. The Defendant is now vpon his an- 
ſwer, who having mard the Lawyers ſet ſtarcht 
ſpeech, tenders the Iudge an abridgemeat of his 
faith before,of his litc here. 
And here (for time denies diſcourſe) is confi- 
derablean a, termed Exerciſe: the ſubiet of it, 
Paals ſelfe :the obictt of it, Pauls conſcience: the 
end of it,veid of effence , and that at «ll times , in 
all points; 7owerds God, in the firſt; towards man,in 
the ſecond table, 
:oMelathuzor In the Atturnies ſpeech you cannot ſee matter 
ee Phe, For words ; in Saint Pans, ſcarce words for mat- 
ter : cucricterme is ſtaft, if wee had time; but ge- 
nerals once obſcrued, particulars ſhall be ſaluted 
as we pallc, 

T hus much you' alrcadie ſee, That there is no 
cauſe ſo bad, but ſome will plead it, no inan fo 
200d,but ſome will {lander himzno cale ſo cleer, 
but ſome will queſtion ir, no thing ſo falle but 
ſome will ſweare it. Indges then had necd to do 
as their ancients did, firſt ſacrifice,then ſentence; 
and to be as Danid was, wile like an Angell of 
God. 

Thus the Context : forthe Text,this abridge- 
ment muſt yet becabridged, and all ſhut vp in 
Defly, this one concluſion : Eueric man muſt chiefly 
1.propewnd, looke to this, that his conſcience. bee nor offen= 

ded : men, bee they pleaſed or not pleaſed, con» 
ſcience muſt not bee diſpleaſed , This is the 
maine: and for our bricfer diſpatch ofthis point, 


this order will be taken : firſt, the rermes muſt be 
vnfolded, 


-.Cauſabon iy 
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| 
| 


$.Pauls Exerciſe, 2 


vnfolded , next, the propoſition confirmed,and 
then applicd. 

My comming hither was to ſatisfie others, not '} 
my ſelfe, being come, my care ſhall bee, to ſa- 11% 
tisfie my ſclfe(in point of conſcience)not others: | 
for the wiſe, am ſecure in their loues; tor the 
countrey,I am much gricuedthat I hauenor lear- 
ning enoughto be plaine enough, in that cxplica- l 
tion which we now (ct vpon, K FT] 

In S.Pau/s Action and our Propoſition, three T! 
things cometo be conſidered ; The Subict,Ob- 
ict, End, 

For the firſt,no more hut this : Wee inferre 
from Pauls Excrciſe,cach mans duetic : becauſe 
this quarenus, and reſpet of this reaches to all. 
Itistruc,he was a Preacher, but hee is not now ll 
conſidered as a Preacher, but asa man; and in = 
my Text,his life is mentioned, not his faith, or 
tunion. | i 

For the ſecond,it is | Conſcience ] a word of I 
great latitude &infinite diſpute. 1r is raken ſome- l' 1 


2 expawna, ! | 


ns 
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time properly, ſometime generally ; If wee will if 
ſpeakediſtinRly of it,we muſt find our its nature, of 
place,office, (fo wee purpoſely terme the genus ' 

ſubic&,and finall cauſe of Conſcience) which by' 118; 


order muſt concurreto its definition. 

x For the firſt : I rake Conſcience to bee 
both a faculcic, and a diſtin facultie too of the ; 
ſoule : The Schooles reieR that, others this ; but wm « 


beſides reaſon, the written Word bends __ diſputar, 
that \ 
x 
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that way : 1, Tim. 1. it is diſtinguiſhed fromthe 
will : T#.1.15.from theminde : and it we mark 
ir, Conſcience is ſo farre from being one of both, 
or both in one, as that there is betweene them, 
firſt a icalouſie, then an open faRtion , the other 
powers of che ſoule, taking Conſcience to be but 
a Spy,doe what they can, firſt to hide themſelues 
from it, next to deceiue it, after to oppoſe it, and 
laſdly to depoſe it : Conſcience ( onthe other 
ſide) laboureth to hold it owne, and( ill it bee 
blinded or bribed) proceeds in its othce,in de- 
ſpite of all oppoſitions, it cires all the powers of 
Nature, fits yponthem, examines, witneſlerh, 
iudges,cxecutcs : hereot come thoſe 24y:7m,, ſelf. 
conterences,or reaſonings,as S.Pev/termesthem, 
Koms,2. thence thoſe mutuall Apologies , and ex- 
ceptionsamonegſt themſeclues, when Conſcience 
fits, I knbw the wordes are otherwiſe carri- 
cd; bur #574{v armor will hardly brooke any 0- 
ther byas that is ſer ypon them, 

For the ſecond ; the common ſubie&t of 
Conſcience is the reaſonable ſoule : There is 
ſome ſhadow of this in a beaſt, as there is of rea- 
ſon, bur it is a ſhadow. The proper ſeat is (I 
thinke) the higheſt part thereof ; it is vſually re- 
ferred (you know ) to the practicall vnderſtan- 
ding, becauſe it is buſted about ations , and 
driues all its workes to iſſue by diſcourſe, But 
as that ground is too weake ( for neyther is eue- 


rie diſcourſe Conſcience,nor cucry act of conſci- 
ence 


"hb af do #,. 
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ence a diſcourſe)ſo is that roome too ſtraight : 
we had rather therfore place conſcience ſome- 
what higher,vnder God, but ouer all in man, 
diſtin& from other faculties, yet ſtill ſheathed 
inthe dy(as Dawiel ſpeakes of the whole ſpis ;,,..-. 
| rit)and (as I thinke)is that which Origen meanc 
: by his Pedsgogms,and others by their Gram. | } 
F Thethird thing is itscnd and officeztis ſer in 3 | 
| man to make knowen to man, in what tcrmes 
he ſtands with God,thence irs name;therefore 
fitly tearmed, the ſoules glafle, the vaderſtan- ' 
dings light. | 
Conſcience therefore is a prime faculty of -e=«/:. EF 
the reaſonable ſoule,there ſer to giue notice of © : 
irs ſpiritual eſtate,in what termes it ſtands with Hf - 
God. Vnderſtand me thus, The ſoule ( I ſup- | 
poſe)is rank into three parts;and thoſe into as y 
many courtsand offices: the ſenſitive part hath 
| its court of Common plea's;the intelleQuall,of 
| the Kings Bench , the ſpiritual ( ſoto ſpeake) a 
3 Chancery, inthiscourr all cauſes are handled, 
but ſtill with ſpecial reference to God: here ſits 
the Conſcience as Lord Chancellor,the Synte- 
reſis as maſter of the Rolles:tothis court all the 
pron of man owe and pay ſeruice, till the 
Y: 1 uoge becither willingly feed, or vawillingly 
| reliſted. And this of conſcience, ſtrictly taken. 
T0 Now ſecondly, tis raken ſometime more ge- 7-Heming.de 


lege natur. 


k 
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| nerally, ſometime for the whole court and pro- 
" | Cceedingsofconſcience,by the Fathers : lome- 
* KF Crime forthewhole ſoule ofman,citherftooping 
C to 
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ro conſcience, or refleting y- irſclfe :{o the 
Hebrews cuer; you neuer finde that terme Cop- 
ſcience) with them, but (heart, ſpirit.) Sc ohn 
(who moſt abounds with Hebraiſms)//our heart 
condemne or condemn vs not. Thus here the word 
may be vſed, though nor neceſſarily, 8& (ro ſpeak 
popularly) Pauls heart,ſoule,con(cience ſhall be 


the ſame thing. Andtkus ofthe ſecond terme. * 


The third tolloweth (wichout offence) it is the 
conſcience that carries the ſoule, as the foot the 
body, throughall waics and weather: therefore 
Saint Parl would be as chaxy of this, as thetra- 
uellers of that, Conſcience ſhoutd not be offen- 
ded, leſt it ſhould offend; - Coofeience,; as: the 
foot (for that isthe alluſion) isthen offended, 
when the welfare ofitis impeached:the welfare 
of it ſtands in its fir conſtitution, and working, 
or managing of its proper actions.:. which .as 
Paul deliuers them, are ; I 

1 Knowing, 

2 Witneſsing. 

3 Comforting.. 

And now(accidentally)fincerhefall,accuſing 
and tormenting. : And for its conſtitution, it 
ſtands in cleereneſſe,tenderneſſe,quiernefle, and 
when it is cither ſo blinded or dazzcled, ſeared, 
lamed,that it cannot doe its office,then it is ſaid 
to be offended. | F | 

The degrees and meanes of this offence may 
not (for haſtc)be here inſcrtedgas time willgiue 
leaue, we willtguch vpon ſome anon : inthe 

' meane 
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meane we now put together what all this white 
we hauc bin ſpelling,and reſume our poiar, thus 
explaned, 
g Eucry Chriſtian muſt be carefully warchfu!l, 
a that his ſoule, ſpirit, or conſcience bee no way 
* gricvedby fins. Andthis forexplication :far 
i therimegerough , for the thing,too litrle. 
5 Now follows the proofe, andthatis moſt ea- 3, 7-gved. 
= #fle : Firſt, fromPrecept; Aboue all kcepings, 
> Ckeepethy heart, ſaith Sa/omen, Prouerbs 4.23. | 
” Next,from Example , wee haue acloud of wit- 1 
> neſles, Prophets, Apoſtles, Martyrs,who would 
* hazzardthemſcluesvpon theangry Seas, Lions, | 
\ * Flames, ratherthan vpon adiſpleaſed conſci- | | 
 E ence. Thirdly, from Reaſon, Firſt, tor Gods 1 
> #F cauſe weſhould make much of conſcience, thar i 
, EZ being hisofficer, and thercin ſtanding the chie- | 
; BB feſtofhisimage,and mans excellency : the per- 
* fectionofmanis his knowledge ;the perfetion 
of 'knowledge,isthe knowledge thereof which. x;,,....4. 
is conſcience. Secondly, for our peace fake, [4 
Conſcience being(as Auftenoften)like a wite,the 44441 5a) | | 
; beſt of comforts,it good : the worſt of naughts, 
> FZ ifbad: forfirſt,dealetriendly with conſcience, 
1 and it proues the beſtof friends,next God, firlt, 
1 


the trueſt, that will neuer flatter, but make thee 
knowthy ſelte; ſecondly,the ſureſt,that wilne- 
uer ſtart,it lies with.chee, ir fits with thec,it rides 
y with thee,it ſtkeeps wirh thee,it wakes with thee, 
c it walkes with thee, -in cucry place, beyond all 
c times. Thirdly, it.is the ſweeteſt friend inthe 
© C 3 world: 
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| world:if naturall cheerefulneſle be ſo good a 
houſc-kceper ro a good man, that it feaſts daily 

| ( as Solomon (aith ) O then what be the bankets 

of conſcience, ſanified and purified what 

ioyes thoſe which will carry a man aboue 

9«17»4tzre ground, 8& make him forget the beſt of natures 
fares comforts? whar comforts thoſe which will 
ze9.&+c.Tom.s, make one ſing vader the whip, in the ſtocks, ar 
the ſtake indeſpight ofthe fire?whar the ſtrength 

of conſcience,that can ſooner tire the Tyranr 

then the Martyrt2and can carry weake ſtrength 

(as weake as water, asit were) in triumph 

through a world of bonds, rods, {words,racks, 

wheceles, flames, ſtrappadoes, and whatſocuer 

elſc : Theſe ioyes beimpregnable and vnſpeak- 

able indeed, this peace is vnconceiuable, this 

friend yamatchable ; and ſhall ſuch a one, ſo 

truc,ſo faſt, ſo good, be fleighted or offended ? 
Secondly,oftenc conſcience, and it will proue 

asthe iamoſt,ſo the vtmoſt _ Firſt, vna- 

uoidable, doe what thou canft thou canſt nor 

ſhake ir off; when thou goeſt, it goes ; when 

thou flieſt, it runnes ; ſtill it cries and raiſes the 

countrey againſt theezit meets thee in the darke, 

and makes thee leape , it meets thee inthe day, 

and makes thee quake, it meets thee in thy 
dreames,andmakes thee ſtart, in euery corner, 

».Pavſa.in and makes thee thinke euery buſh to bec aman, 
Plat.deſe.s euery man a deuill, every devill a meſſenger 
411 ix Pbjls ſent to carry thee quicke to hel!: thou commeſt 
»eeo.. torhy chamber, there conſcience frights thee ; 
thou 
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thou commeſt to the field, there it turnes thee , 
thou turneſt againe,ic croſſes the way ypon thee 
againe; thou curneſt, it turnes, thou crieſt, it 
cries; thou dareſt not call, if thou didſt, con- 
ſcience feares not company, 

Secondly, vnſuffcrable, it trips one of all ”-{454t*<- 
comforts at one time : ifaficke ſtomacke will 
make one weary of chaires, beds,meats,drioks, 
freinds,all, Oh what will a fick conſciencedoe £ 

Next, it puts oneto intolerable paines , it 
racks the memory, and makes it run backward 
rwenty yeeres, as Joſephs brethren, and Arifto- 2* /er4 vin- 
crates in Plutarch, yea, ittwinges for finnesof © 
youth, as /ob complaines, it racks the vnder- 
ſtanding, and carries it forward beyond the 

raue,and makes it fecele the very birterneſſe of 

cath and hell, beforeir ſeesthem it racks the 
phantaſic,and makes it ſee ghoſts in men, Lyons 
in children, as it is ſtoried of ſome; it troubles 
the cyc,and makes a murthering Theedericke ſee Procopiur de 


the face of a man in the mouth of a Fiſh: ir trou- dr 


bles the eare,and makes a Beſ/us heare the cry of 
murther inthe chattering of birds, it racks all 
the ſenſes ;quite our of ioynt, and makes a 


Saunders runne ouer Iriſh mountaines out of ,,,,4;, 5;,, 


his wits:In ſhortit ſo oppreſles, that it cauſes the 
ſweating ſouletocry with David, O my bones ?/a/.51- 
arebroken , and with Moſes, Who knowes the */*5* 
power of thy wrath ? And toioyne with Sa/a- 73 
men. A wounde dconſcience who can beare * 
what man ? what Angell « who vnder Chriſt 2 

C 3 | Nay, 
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Nay.this ſtroke vponthe ſoule { ſeparate from 
all ſia) drew fromtheLo n Þ of life thoſe ſad 
cries, My God my God,why baſt thou forſaken me ? 
That which thouſand taunts,ten thouſand racks 
could nor haue done, this one aloncapprehen- 
ded, and felr, wreſted from him : and ſhall ſuch 
a thing as this, ſo ncere, ſo great a net2hbour,be 
offended * 

Wee haue done with proofes, wee now ap- 
ply. Wherein firſt, ſhall we chide or weepe, ro 
ſee the wickednefle of theſe times, and the infi- 
nite diſtance twixt Pan and vs?O Pau!,thou art 
almoſt alone ; thou ſtudiedſt conſcience, weof 
this agecraft : thoudidit gage thine owne,wee 
other mens : thy care was to pleaſe conſcience, 
weethetimes:thine to walk euenly before God 
and man, ours to ſeruc our ſelues on both :thou 
cuery where waſt for conſcience, we almoſt no 
where: thou would(t ſee conſcience take no 
wrong,now wit out-reaſons it, wealth out-faces 
it, money out-buics it, might oucr-matches it, 
all vader-valueit, + 

Its a wonderfull thing, that ſorich a Pearle 
ſhould bee fo cheape, ſorare a thing, ſo com- 
monly ſold : ſurely markets are wondrous dead 
for conſcience,cuery man is readier to ſc]] than 
to buy, and to put off vpon any rates; for fix- 
pencea man will lye,for /n pence he viill ſteale, 
for ſix-pence hce will ſweare : yea, in ſome 
cauſes and Hals you may haye twelue conſcien- 
ces for one dinner, O Conſcience, _ not 

LLLNCce 
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ſilence arthis, know thy place, doethy office; 
cry,now thou artamong Schollers, Tradeſmen, 
lurers, Lawyers, Patrons, Landlords, Judges ; 
cry 2gainſt thoſe houſes which diſcommon 
thee, 3gainſt thoſe ſhvps which ſell thee, thoſe 
Patrons which kcepe rhee out, thoſe Pleadcrs 
which purſethee,thoſe Iurers which ſtretch and 
racke thee, thoſe Tudges that diſgraceand hang 
thee, | 

If any of any fort named be now within ken- 
ning, thou knoxwelt him, goe, attachhim, ſhake, 
hin, binde him ouer to Chriſts Aſſizesz ifnor 
yet ſend word by theſe to ſuch a one, that thou 
wilt hauc him aliueor dead before thy maſter. 
As forthoſe which doubt of Conſcience, as rhe 


, Cymmerians did of the Sun,&ſcorne all religi- 


01 as if it were but ſuperſtition;ariſe, O conſci- 
ence,vpon them, thunder, lighten, flaſh flames, 
arid whole hells into their eyes and hearts, till 
they cry,O Conſcience,hold thy hand. 

As for you preſent,be intrearedto two things: 
Firſt, ralke with your hearts alone, and in caſe 


conſcience be angry with you once, agree, clſe 


neuer ſafe, nor field, nor cowne, nor bed, nor 
boord,nor life,nor death, nordepch, nor graue 
can render yon ſecure. i 
Conſcience ſpeakes not till indeed;but Rill ir 
writes, and when itices «s-tiine, twill read its 
bilsz tem, ſucha time alye, from ſuch'a man a 
bribe, with ſuch a one adultery, &c, O preuent 
theſe reckoniagsthus ; Fiſtcoofeſle thy tebes, 
y 


2 Y/e. 
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thyfinne,and reuerſe thine owne doings, with 
ſome Martyrs. Secondly, fprinklethe blood of 
Chriſt vpon thy Conſcience, hide thy finne in 
his wounds, the onely place exempt from this 
Officer, 

Obie. O but my debts {inke me. 

ll Abſal. O but if Chriſt bethy Surety,he can pay more 
than thoucanſt owe, O but I dare not (ce his 

Y.Greg.inFxe. face,Conſcience doth ſo cry.Ay but the blood 

—_— of Chriſt ſpeakes berter than the bloud of 

| Abel : that cries, The blood of a Brother is 
ſhed, Vengeance : Chriſts, The blood ot a Sa- 
uiour is ſhed, Pardon, O but youlirtle thinke 
how monſtrous my finnes bee. Yea, but I know 
_ 4 that if we confelſe with broken hearts, the | 
:4x.don. blood of Chrift ſhall cleanſe from all finne,and * 
calme the Conſcience,as len4h did the Scas. p 
3 Secondly,be of Pauls minde, Firſt, ſet con- 
ſcience ata high price, conſider what it will be 
worth in the day of trouble, of death, of judge- 
ment; weigh what the price of Conſcience 

| would be in hell,if men might buy their peace, 
and thereafter rate it ; and reſolue to begins: 
burne,dye ouer a thouſand deaths to ſauc Con- 
ſciences life. 

Next, vie Pa»/s mcanes, looke to God, and 
man, For God ; Firſt ( with P«s!) we muſt be- 
lecue what is written ; Faith & Conſcience arc 
embarked in the ſarne ſhip, r 7im.1.5.0 3.9» 
Hereſficis a ſelte condemning finne. Secondly, 
we mult profefſe what is belecued ; conceale- 

ments 
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ments and zquiuocarions before a Indge, will 


ſhake for the time,a Biley or Cranmer, bet will ,- 


make a Spyr4 or Heffme to roare, Thirdly, wee Diaſiu bis 


muſt practiſe whats profeſſed, conſcience can- 
not abide either halfing,or halting, 
Secondly,for man, It we haue giuen our voyce 
or hand againſt the innocent ( with Saint Paw/ ) 
we muſt retra&ir, and though we haue wron- 
geda Martyr (as he Saint Stephen ) repentance 
will procure a pardon, Secondly, hercafter 
our life ( with his)muſt be,firſt, faire , ſecondly, 
fruitfull : and when wethus procure things ho- 
neſt before God and man,man cannot, conſci- 
ence muſt not, God will not once condemne vs, 
This the generall, 
Now we haue ſome ſpeciall errands yet to de- 
liver ; Firſt, ro you of lower ranke, Doe you 
ſtand in the face of iudgement this day, with 
Pawls conſcience. In priuate,you would ſecme 
ficke of theCountrey,you ſigh at miſcarriages, 
that the common horſe is nobetter (adled , 
make good theſe priuate whiſperings by publik 
verdiQs and endirements, elſe thall hold you 
flandzrers. You know your charge : is any 
thing amiſſe in waies, fields, townes, tenants, 
Jandlords,Recuſants,officers of any ſort £ now 
ſpcake, now commenceir, ſparenone, What 2 
Shall I enditemy friend « Nognor foe neither, 
vnlefle conſcience binde thee , if, preſent him 
what cucrhe be : What,aneighbour ? ancigh- 
bour,a kinſman?a kinſman, aluſtice ? a Tuſtice, 
| {4 my 
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1 14 S.Pauls Exerciſe. 
my Landlord? thy Landlord. NayJlle rather 
loſe my Iſſues. O baſeneſſe ! what ſaid the hea- 
zers in F1ut.of then to ſuch a daſtard 2-Is not hee afraid to ap- 
»*(/a x:Je. peare in a bad cauſetand feareſt thou in a go0d? 
{eo/ib, Andagaine, if thou thus feare alampe, how 
| | wilt thou ſtand before the Sun 2 Ay,but I dwell 
| -._... inhishouſe: What then? reſolue as the Canta- 
| F1u18/-7/"- brians to Ae2uſtus, Though my houſe & land be 
yours, yet whilſt [ hs I will bee none bur 
_ own, and Gods.But I cannot liue withoue 
im;butthoucanſt die without him: & tis better 
to dic athouſad deaths,than to ſtab oneConſci- 
ence. No more toyou,butEliſhas farewel to Na- 
am, who hadjthe like thorn in his foot, what 
euer becomes of your places,or eſtates,ſo walk, 
ſo goc,as may be for your peace : for ſo I thinke 
the words may truly be read,the original _y 
" not 2 :though theſcI grant be oftcenfounded. 
Next, to-you of higher ranke I haue a dou- 
ble ſuit; Firſt, that you will haue ſome mercy 
on other mens conſ{ciences;next,on your Owne. 
For the firſt,my meaning is, notto plead for 
the conſcience of any,cirher Familiſt,or Separa- 
tilt, leaſt of all for Hannes tation,which wil not 
ec tamed, I meane the Papiſts, theſe cry out 
”£pillee/ (I know ) of money-lawes, of bloody-lawes, 
' "$9/vp"07t- bloody Iudges, bloody Preachers, bloody pro- 
OE ceedings againſt poore conſciences, But what/T 
wonder) hath ignorance,idolatry, wilfulneſle, 
treachery todoe with Conſcience! Had Itime, 
Ithinke I could prouc, that Popery hath "_ 
ene: 
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he ſoreſt enemy that euer conſcience met wirh- 
all in theChriſtian world : whether doQrines, or- 
diſpenſations,or medicines,or praQtiles be con- 
ſidered. But howſocuer, an erroneous conſci- 
ence cuer bindes: So Bellarmine deliuers it as an 
axiom, bur better Schollars than Be{/armine will 
not be ſo general, ſo confident;they diſtinguiſh, 
and indeed,needs muſt , I cannot now diſpute : 

for our purpoſethis may ſuffice. 

Firſt, ignorance is not conſcience, which cuer 
implies ſcience, 

Secondly, Conſcience hath no power to bind 
of it ſelfe, bur what it deriues from ſome word 
and where the word binds mee( for the pur- 

ſe )tocometo Church, Conſcience cannot 

indetothe contrary. 

Thirdly,there is no word that makes conſci- 
encethe rule of faith, and life ſimply, butas ic 
is wellinformed. Iris ſomewhat thars ſaid in 
the Schooles,an erroneous conſcience may ſuf” 
fice to finne,but not to vertue : and well it may 
be,that it may entangle like a common Barret- 
tor, but in proper ſpeechir cannot binde, eſpe- 


cially when a third way lies open, & wilfulneſſe 7494-4747 


willnot take it,as it is in ſome Recuſants. T ou- 
ching theſe, I wiſhthey might bee firſt priuately 
conuinced, next,publikely compelled, «ad meaze 
fdeiz& {oleauing them, I come tothoſe of who 
I was ſpeaking amongſt our ſelues. There be of 
Pauls faith,who haue notPaxls conſcience,ſome 


ſo wicked,that fora need theyle ſwear that their cjc. pro 0titoue. 


friend or toc was at Rome,and /»tcramne, both 
oe d 2 at 
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at once : ſome ſo weake, that for a great Clad. 
ws theyle firſt dreams; and then {weare their 
dreames be true. Oftheſe{ if knowen ) the one 
ſort woule be affcighted from an oath,the other 
heartened to performances, Let ir bee Anti- 
chriſts ſinne, to ſit cuen in this walking temple 
alſo( Conſcience ) and fo to terrific men, thar 
they dare nor liue, nay die (as it is ſaid of one ) 
without leaue : doe not any of you menace be- 
forchand, or trowne after, when a Iurer, wit- 
neſſe, Conſtable,officer, hath ſaid or done but 
conſcience : it hee doe, Conſcience marke him, 
frowne vpon him, purſue him as fiercely,as-he 
doth his poore brother cruclly. 

Laſtly(with S, Pau/)be fauourable to your own 
conſciences, And here,as you muſt keepe the 
Philoſophers dier,to faſt from finne , ſo chiefly 
from thelethree; firſt, from i1nning againſt your 
places of truſt : ſccondly,againſt your oathesta- 
kcn:thirdly,againſt humanity, eſpecially a mul- 
titude:all which being againſt rhe lawes of the 
land, of nations, of nature, of God, cannot 
chuſe but be moſt wrongfulto conſcience. And 
here is that which toucheth all our freeholds : I 
wil begin at home, left I ſeeme partiall. 1 Twtors, 
you have a great charge,and withall a great ad- 
uantage,a whole pariſh, lordſhip, countrey, dis 
oceſle contracted into a few youths , keepe a 
good conſcience towards God and man in diſ- 
cha rging your truſt, and fitting your charge for 

th. 
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Secondly,we in the Miniftery are in places of 
truſt, the Goſpcll is committedtovs, asto S, 
Paul, O happy wee,it wee can ſay after him, 
We preach nor as pleafing men,but God which 
tries the heart : we aremen of conſcience, let 
conſcience rule and maſter vs:haue we charges? 
when they pay for their diet, after a hundred a 
ycere,let Conſciencetell vs,that five a yeere in 
conſcience will bee too little, Are wee in the 
Pulpit ? bring Conſcience thither, and loſe ir 
not there; let Conſcience chooſe the Text,pen 
the Sermon;zand if (with Chry/o/fome ) wee haue 
once been carried with applauſe, now let vs de- 
light in their repenting, and our owne con(ci- 
ence, 

Thirdly, Patrons,youare farre entruſted with 
the Churches goods, her portion lies in your 
hands; Landlords ye be, but not Churchlords ; 

ou are but executors,nay feoffees 01ly intruſt, 
if you muſt haue a fee for paying a due legacy,it 
is not an apocryphall competency that wil ſtop 
conſcience mouth : Be not deceiwed/ſaith Saint 


Paul) in this caſe, God is not mocked ; mens Gels. 


ſoules were bought with blood,they willnor be 
fold better cheape : let notthe price of blood 
come into your common treaſury;ſet not ſoules 
and ſchollars on crying,we cannot liue for want 
of teaching, nor wee teach for want of liuing, 

this will not prouecomfort one day. 
Fourthly, Zieatenants, you bee in places of 
truſt, turne Theaters into Artillery yards with 
d 3 Pyrrbus, 
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13 S.Pauls Exerciſe. 
Pyrrhus, and when you muſter, make not /o4bs 
muſter,by haltes. 

Fitrly, as for you much reuerenced and ho- 
noured Fathers, 5heriffes, Iaſtices,Indges,beſides 
truſt, you haue taken an oath for the Common 
good ; if cucr( as I truſt cuer ) you make conſci- 
ence of afly thing, you will otan oath; good 
Fathers, make Conſcience Porter at all your 
gates, let none come in or out without this Por- 
ters leauc : let Conſcience lead you thorow all 
chambers to the hall,and tell you, theſe roomes 
were built, theſe commons ordained, theſe pla- 
ces giuen to the poore,to the honeſt, to the lear- 
ned,not to ſonnes of worſhip, of honour, not : 
I know you are importuned with letters, but 
would you ſendConſcience totheCourt with a 
ſupplication, I doubt not but that you ſhould 
receiue that order that <Az/iochw once made, 
Thar if Letters came from himor his Nobles, 
eo the preiudice of the Common good, his ſub- 
iets ſhould pocket them as vnwittingly 
written, 

Sixtly,as for you that now are,and others that 
hercafter ſhall be Sheriffes, I beſeech you know 
your place, yoor oath ; looke to vnder- officers 
that they abuſc not poore men with exaQions, 
and executions ; the countrey with taleſſes and 
other cxorbirances;look to yonder Caſtle(your 
charge for the time)ſee what order is there kept, 
which corrupts(if fame lye not) more than cor- 
recs: looke vpon thoſe poore ſoules which _ 
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ally be as vnfit to dye as to live, for want of in- 

ſtruion; and let Conſcience perſwade youto 

take ſome publike and ſertled courſe for them a» 

mongſt yourlelues. 

Seuventhly,and rouching you ( much honou- 

red /n#ices and Gentlemen ) no more but ſo, till 
- Icometoa Iudges duty : you are ſworne men, | 

I beſeech you, peruſe your oath;zand if you heed. 

not a Plutarch or a Pliny, which cry ſhame vpon [7 

thoſe Magiſtrates that will ſit by the fire, or bee | | 


inthe fieldwith reapers,when they ſhould be on | [#1 
the bench,& caſt more ro end the Sefſions,than Fi | 
toamend faults; yet feare that double canon ( | | 
which Gods word diſcharges vpon the neglt- f 
gent,Curſe ye Meroſh, which will not come to 14g.s, $10! 
helpe the Lord againſt the mighty ; and curſed ,,, , I! '1! 
be he that doth the worke of the Lord negli- i! 'I} 
gently,and with-holds the ſword. | 

Generally, all yee that are more publike and nt 
eminent, np fo you are Chriſtians, youare 10 
men: ſay as goodWNehemishtouching your poore | 
tenants, brethren, voderlings, they arc our fleſh 1.5. 
and our brethren, if you ſlifen your ſclues a- | 
gainſt their cries, whenthey lie at your foot, as [} 
Toſeph at his brethrens, O brother /ad4b, helpe; 
why,brother Les;;zwhy, brother Zebalen all or 
ſome pitty me, know that a time ſhall come, 
when Conſcience ſhall cry ypon you, and you 
ypon God,but all in vaine, 

Eighty, I end with you, Reverend ledges : 
Godipeakes Law by you, Conſcience by = = 
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both, he, and he alone muſt be acknowledged. 

Your perſons I neither know, nor touch : with 
your Coabience my buſineſle is this, Tqmind 
them,thar they may mind you of, firſt, yourpla- 
ccs,and ſecondly,your oaths, 

For the firſt, your place ( in ſumme ) is very 
publike,and your reuzrend (clucs muſt be whol- 
ly publike; you cat not your owne bread, pol 
ſefle not your owne ſcat, ſwallow nor your own 
ayre;you may not here know your own friends, 
owne your owne words, thoughts, breath, bur 
loſe your ſelues in the common caute, as rivers 
their names inthe maine Ocean, Particularly, 
the Lord honours you with rhcſc ricles.. Firſt, 
you are termedShje/ds,your place isto (t1nd be- 
tweene God and the people;and by timely cen- 
ſuring knowne finnes, and ſacrificing tor vn- 
knowne, to keepe publike plagues and the land 
apart; your office is to plucke the ſpoile out of 
the tecth of the mighty, as /o9bdid ; and to be- 
ſtride your poore brother, when hee is fricken 
downe. Alas, Iuſtice will fall in the ſtreets,and 
ſwound at the barre, if you do not ſuppart her ; 
a poore man cannot be a conſtant Tearmer, and 
retaine halfe adozen Lawycrsat once : he can 
buy beggery with as little coſt, and leſle paines 
at home, andtherefore heeds his people ; Hus- 
band (faith the wife)father ( ſaith the child ) ler 
all goe, let vs liue together tho we ſtarue toge- 
ther : did you bur ſce the teares that are ſhed in 
ſome families at the beginning and ending of 
tearmes, 
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tearmes, by occaſion of tedious ſuits, your 
hearts would bleed. Next, you are tearmed 
Hetres of refiraint , ſtand for your inheritance, 1««g.18-7. 


and(what you may) reſtrain multitudes of ſuits, 
delaies in ſuirs; frowne vpon thoſe Athenians, 
who will neuer heare of peace, till they bee( as 
he ſa1d) clothed with blacke; vpon thoſe quar- 


relling Ammonites, that 'rake amongſt the !ndg.r1. 


moths/as one ſpeakes)for a title that was rotten 
three hundred yecres before: frown vpon thoſe 
Tertulluſſes,who care not what the cauſe be, ſo 
the fee be good : frowne vpon the drunkards, 
{wearers, and other Belialitls of this age, and 
borches of the State;and as your place is (/«4g. 
18.)putthem toſhame. 


Thirdly,you are called Healers : would God £3. 


you would go tothe quicke, and heale our brea- 
ches in the cauſes thereob, T he Countrey is ſick 
of ſuperſticion, idlencſle, vncleanneſle, thefts, 
and the like: but whence the diſcaſe* that would 
be thought vpon: the idle is whipt,but who ſers 
him on worke * the vncleane ſeruantis punithr, 
but who pirtics him for marriage ? the ignorant 
is cenſured, but who tcaches him? the wanderey 
is paid for roauing, but who puld downe his 
houſe? poore men indited forearing of ſheepe, 
but who cndites ſheepe tor cating of men? The 
law takes ordet for all( you will ſay.) Weread 
it cnat:d,would we covld ſce it executed, 
Next, as you muſt beginat thecauſe, ſopro- 

ceced in order : heale the greateſt breaches. Ile 
c name 
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aane but one inthe State, two in the Church z 
and Iwould you were asable,as I preſume you 
are willing to make them-vp. 

The firſt is a decay,not of husbandry, but of 
husbandmen : twas once the ſaying, Thatthe 


-- Husbandry & Yeomanry of _ were the 
| 


treeſt men inthe world : but if all paimenrs and 
emploiments be rolled vpon them,whilſt L1nd- 
lordsencroch &V ſurers gotole-free, the whole 
body will be leane,when the belly is ſo lanke. 
For the Church there be two maimes, which 
would my blood could cure, The firſt is, the 
miſplacing ofChurch linings:which once made 
improper,run too often into Papiſts hands,who 
haue wit eaough to defeat law,and to preſent 2 
Clerke that is blinde and poore enough; The 
ſecondis the paring of other Church liuings, 
Men may ſpeake their pleaſure of the pride and 
idlencſle of the Clergic ( neither of which, 
where cither is found, ſhall by me be defended) 
bur this Iam ſure of, by reaſon that now and 
then ( it is but now and then) a peece of goldis 
put into my hands to giue a Scholler:ſome men 
whocan be charged with neither, haue ſcarce 
any bookes in tho ſtudie, any bread inthe cub- 
boord: and (that which is worſe )thcre is ſcarce 
a countrey Preacher that hercafter will breed 
tus childe a Scholler, partly becauſe he cannor, 
pony it ſclfe is now fo dcare : partly becauſe 
aeſces noliving can be had withourtheloſle of 
twohe gcareſt things, liberty and con _ 2 
eac 


— 
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the world hath found aremedy to help all this: 
firſt, let -them nor marry : -ſecondly,let ther 
reach (choole, Heare O ye heauens, and bluſh 
at theſe anſwers : tharwhich is granted ( to wit, 
maintenance and marriage ) to eucry painful! 
Tailor, Tapſter,Coblcr, thats denied to Chriſts 
Ambaſſador, becauſe hee is an Ambaſſador : 
he muſt not liue, vnlefſe he will peecetwo ſuch 


callings rogether as will breake a backe of 
ſecle, 


Fourthly,you are termed Fathers:dire& you *N"%f+ 


muſt,corre& you may, bur all in loue, A hea- 


then man could ſay, that mercy muſt be ſhewen #i 


toa beaſt in his death, much more to a man in 
a'Chriſtian ſtate, Tis true, when God bids ſlay 
tis not mercy bur hypocrilic to ſpare , but yer 
mercy mult be in the heart, when juſtice is in 
the hand, and a Indge muſt ſmite a finner, as 
Toſbus did Achen, as a father his child,with a 
weeping eye and feeling heart, 


Laftly,youare tearmed gods: God hath ſer ©©90*4n0%. 
you in his chaire,lent you his name , and when 5/18: 


we cometo the Hall, wecome to ſee and heare 
the Lordin you: Oh remember whoſe perſon 
you ſuſtaine,ſo walk that you may honour him 
and your ſclues both in one. Whentherude 
Soldiers ſaw the Senators at' Rome fir gravely 
in their Robes, they held them- gods : bur fo 
ſoone as one grew waſpifh,and difſcouered hin- 
ſelfe, they rooke them for men,defpiſed, ſpoy- 
led them. It will be ſo with all Magiſtrates, fo 
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long as they hold themſclues to grauity,iuſtice, 
equity, they will bee honoured asgods ; burif 
once they diſconer the feares, paſſions, par- 
tialities of men, rhey grow into contempt 
euco with their friends,as Tacizm notes of Tibe- 
ries his flatterers : mans heart knowesnot how 
to reuerence any thing but Gods image ; where 
this is darkened,mens rongues and pens will be 
bold with the greateſt. Thus the ſtorie ſpeakes 


' of Cliadins, a very moderate and paintull Iu- 


ſicez bur then his wife and ſeruants turnd him 
round : of Yeſpaſian,a worthy Tudge, thatcould 
in iudgement forget private offences ; bur then 
he was too couctous: of A/examaerya great man, 
of great parts; bur then a kinſwoman could 
make him partiall : and againe,hee was ſtill in 
haſtc;and if David himſclfe giue ſentence rather 
running than ſitting,a hundred to one he miſca- 
rics inthe matter of Mephiboſbeth : yea, this wee 
ſee in Pilate himſelfe, a man willing ro haue all 
well,but too timorous ; when once that thun- 
derclap came, You arc notCe/ars friend, downe 
falls the Iudge, and for the keeping of one, loſt 
three friends, God, Conſcience, and Ce/sr too, 
It is then a diſgrace tothe Iudge, not to ſample 
his Lord;but to God himſclte an inflaire diſho- 
aour, when his excellencies ſhall be concealed, 
and himſclfe preſented ro the world, a paſho- 
nate, fearcfull,corrupr,vnright Iudge. 

Itis(you know my Lords)a great finneto be- 
ly amanin publikez but ro corrupt Gods » 
cor 
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cords, to peruert his words, to make Gods 
mouth on theBench to condemne the inno- 
cent, tocommend the wicked,or Gods hand to 
aQ iniuſtice,this will make Conſciencecry. 
Now then(O yee viſible Gods) receive your 
charge from leboſaphat his mouth, Take beed, the . chro 19.5, | 
iudgement t Gods not mans , hee reſpetsno per- | 
ſons, receiues no gitts, God is the ſubſtance, | \þ 
| 


you but lines and the fſuperficies, which 
moues onely as the body moues them:you muſt 's 
receiue your charge from him , what God faith, [/ 
you muſt fay ; what hee doth, you muſt doe, | q | 
what he abhorres, you muſt ſhun : he reſpeRs 's 
none,nor rich,nor poore, nor friend, norfoe; 
no more muſt you : he receiuerhnogitt,by him- 1 
ſelfe,nor his man E£{:jeh, nor his mans man Ge- In 
heſie,withour diſtaſte; no more muſt you. Looke i) 
ypon him your Tudge, vpon your age, (your | 
confidence as well as So/oms : ) vpon your oath, | 
which is ſo ſtri: looke vpon your Conſcience, 

and let the peace thereof be your friend, gold, 

filuer, all, as A»/fex ſpeakes. Ando if you dog, 1»?/a.16. 
we proclaime another Afſiſes, and doe you to 

ynderſtand for your encouragement,that if you | | | 
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can ſay with Saint Pal, //abowr ( ſtill labour) r8 

keepe conſcience (my owne Conſcience ) void of 
off. nce,( all oftence ) towerds all per ſons jn all cau- 
fes ; you hall haue Fa#/s boldnefle before mens 
his comfort in death, his honour after with 
men, cuer with God, before, at, afrer that his 
Affiſes to be held by hisSon,before two __ 
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of men, and millions of Angels, 

Now,O thou who art the God of gods, and 
Iudge of men, faſten that in our hearts, which 
thou haſt ſpoken to our ares: and giue Iudges, 

Juſtices, Iurers , Preachers, Tutors, 

all, grace to praiſe what thou 
haſt raughr;that ſo hauing Pauls 
Conſcience in life, ve may 
hauc Paals comfort in 
death,&c. 


Z 
TO THE PRINTER: 
This Appendix. 


W- Hae peruſed your printed 


- « . 
L —- 
\ 


az, , in papers ,and (beſides the cor- 
Yo SIS) rotting of your eſcapes ) I 
HS [OP | indge it fit to expreſſe my 
SL, /elfe more fully in a paſſage 
or two, There breuity hath 
brought forth obſcurity. Firſt wbere ſpeech is 
bad of 'Papiſts ex Popery(pag. 14.1 vnder- 
ſtand (by Popery ) that Syſterne and Fardell 5y6eme, 
of prinate opinions, which the Court of Rome 
hath foiſted in ſucceſiuely, and contriued in- 
to ( anons,in their laſt( ouncell at Trent.Se- 
condly by Papiſts I meane ſuch,as wholly de- 
pend ypon the All-(ufficiency inerrency,and 
ſuch other tranſcendencies of the Pope,or Bi- 
ſhop of Rome. A's for ſuch ( in enery (entu- 
ry) as firſt lived according to their knowledge; 
ſecondly knew according totheir means:third 


ly, 
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ly, enioyed and improued the meanes, ſo farre 

as to bold faſt the foundation, I reckon them 

ours, notwithſtanding they were ſun-burnt, 
| tanned, yea and ſomewhat tackt with priuate 
opinions. I will not ondertake to define what 
is ſo meerely fundamental,and abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to ſaluation, as that without it there 
is no hope : thus much Iam ſure of, firſt , that 
fundamentals are fewer than many of both 
fides make them : ſecondly, that enery leane- 
too and ſuperſtruftion doth nat raſe tbe foun- 
dation : and thirdly, am perſwaded that ma- 
5e my Lord of ny whodid and doe line in Popiſh places and 
« times neuer onderſtood ( much l:ſſe appro- 

wed ) diners myſteries of Popery. 
which Theſe(T ſay )I reckon ours, and my ſpeech 
dene a: Trent* 15 only of ( Papiſts) that is, of juch, as lea- 

Vid ,Ec . . 

CiceP. uing the old rule ( the written Word) put 
themſelues wholly into the hands of a weake 
man,who (confeſſedly ) is apt to reele,vnleſſe 
his ( haire hold bim vp. 

Pag.15, Secondly, touching the power of erroneous 
Conſcience, euery man knowes ( who hath 
lookt into Schoole Diſputes ) how -vaſt the 
Queſtion is : for my purpoſe, this ts ſufficient. 

Firſt, 


To the Printer, 


Firſt my ſpeech is of the binding power of 

Conſcience. Secondly, Its one thing to ſay, 

that erroneous conſcience bindes, another to 

ſay, that a man may goe againſt his erring 

conſcience, 4s Pelantius deliners it in 1.2. 

Tho. Q.19. Diſput.3, The Schoole.-men 

(who are more Witty in tying, than happy in 

vntying knots) perplex the Queſtion with 

diſtin&ions,betwixt ligare & obligare, er- 

rour vincible and inuincible er c.and Tkhnow 

not what. All that can be made of it us this: 

Firſt, Error cannot binde ( as they expound A 

I he is {o binde, that 1 mu Tow —_— - 

it) it may perplex,or if you will call it bin- 

dinz,it binds to depoſe and corre& its error. 

Secondly, to ſuſpend and forbeare aFion, 

where there is no neceſsity of doing,or where 

there is, it bindes tolearne and to receiue [a- 

tisfaFtion: toſpeake it more roundly, it may 

binde tothe negating, not to the alma, 

So binde, that it may be a ſinne to0 poſe it, 

not ſo,as that it ſhall be a vertue tofollow it, 

which is my meaning, when I ſay, it ſuffices 

to rice not torvertue, There be many noble 

Queſtions incident to this diſpute, as when 
f and 
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To the Printer, 


and bow farre I muſt ſuſpend ,and heed ſcru- 
ples,and the like, which will nit comply with 
an Appendix ,and therefore I forbeare. 

As for that taxation of partiality touched, 
pag.2 2.1 fault onely private Aﬀeſpore who 


many times ſet the ſaddle -opon the wrong 


horſe : and to make an end,what ſoeuer Thaue 
or ſhall publiſh, I ſubie to cenſure, and ac- 
knowledge to bee mine, no further than its 
truth, 
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MATTH. 27.3. 
Then Indas which had betrayed bim, when 
be ſaw that he was condemned, repented 
himſelfe, and brought againe the thirty 
pieces of filuer &7c. 


Rr knowen tothisaſſembly,thar 
Is; we ſhould but idlc and waſtc 
ns 7} timc,incaſe we ſhould dwell 
$FY] vpon explication, they - doe 
Ap ( as cuery one ſceth ) make re- 

of Tudes * his deſperate 
death, after an hypocriticall life : and of them- 
f 2 ſclues 
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= ſelues they fall into twoparts, the firſt, acon- 

ference that paſt betweene /ads alittle before 

a his end, and the Prieſts his friends : the ſecond 

Q is the iſſue and vpſhot of that conference, ud as 

| is firſt brought in ſpeaking and complaining, 
and then the Prieſts replying vpon him. 

In his ſpeech we have the matter vrtered, and 
| the motiue that prick't him forward : the mo- 
| tive,was the grudging and fretting of his con- 

{cience,in theſe words, (Hee repented himelfe , ) 
which repentance is ſer forth from the time 
when his heartchvs roſe vpon him, and the cf- 
fet which ſuddenly it wroughtin him: reſt hee 
could not, till the money was reſtored. 

The matrer vttered was in generall this, That 
he had finned, 

. In particular this, That he had betraied inno- 
cent blood. And thisis /adas in the conference, 

The Prieſts reply hath in itrwo things: . 

Firſt, they ſhift the matter from themſetues, 

| (Whit wit tows?) 
| Next,they put it vpon bim,( Looke thou to if.) 
and ſo che conference ends, 

The conſequences are of twoſorts.; ſome re- 
ſpeting the Prieſts, of which anorher time : 
ſome /ud4, and they are thus deduced : ſome 
concernethe money recciucd, which not with- 
our ſome regret he caſts downe : ſome his owne 
particular ; firſt, he withdrawes himfclfe ; next, 
he hangs himſclfte; andrthis is his end. 

T he order of the words you lec, the ſenſe you 
know: 
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know : what now remaines but that wee make 


our vic of them? 


Firſt, you may vnderſtand, that in another - 


Auditory, I hauc already drawne from them 
theſe, with ſome other concluſions, the firſt 
from the time when his heart ſmote him, thus; 

Firſt, that they that will not ſee their finnes 
timely to their coouerfion,ſhall ſee them firſt or 
liſt rothcir confuſion. /#ds might hauc knowne 
what ir was to betray innocent blood ere this 
time of day,had he beene fo happy : but he that 
will not ſee his leſſon in the booke, muſt feele ic 
in his body,and read it in letters of blood. 

The ſecond was from his repentance and 
the companions thereof,thus ; 

That a very reprobate may after a finnecom- 
mitted (eſpecially vanaturall finne) conceiue 
ſome ſorrow, make ſome confeſſion and fatisfa- 
ion for it. /xd«: finnes,and much grieues, and 
out of gricfe confeſſes, and with confeſſion 
makes ſome ſatisfation,and yer but a /ade-, 

Firſt, whar will Papiſts ſay tothis in point of 
Penance?/merrie Ma/donate is here in his dumps; 
he thinkes beſt to be filent,and looke befides the 
Caluiniſts for once: & Bellarmine makes ſo ſor- 
ry a ſhift with this inſtance, that I cannot war- 
rantyou from laughing, it I ſhould but repert 
his exception : but of them already. we 

What will many Proteſtants ſay torhis, who 
fall ſhorr of z#dzs in this particular,and yet hope 
of Chriſt ? he grieues, = confeſſes, he ons 
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32 Indas his Miſery. 
teſtitution,and then goes to his place : they nei- 
ther reſtore,nor conteſſe,nor grieue,nor ſee,nor 
feele their fin ; and muſt theſe to heauen, whilſt 
theſe? Nay, how neerely doth this touch cuery 
mans freehold; if a /a4as4 may goe thus farre, 
muftnor we goe as farre,and out-goe him too ? 
Verily,whar he cid, wee muſt doe with aduan- 
tage; heſaw his fiance, ſomuſt we z he mourned 
afecr finne, ſo muſt we; hee confeſſes, ſo muſt 
wee; hee madereſtirution, ſo muſt wee : and 
what more, ith wee looke for more 2 Surcly 
this ; Wee muſt performe this errand of repen= 
tance conſtantly,vniuerſally,confidently,which 
Ina44 neither would doe,nor reprobate can doe. 

The third concluſion grew out of that of 
their anſwer,(#hat « thet tows?) 

This it was;z T hat wicked men are naturally 
ſo blinded by Satan,and fo beſotted with finne, 
that they can apply nothing to themſclues for 
their owne vic : was it poſſible that ſuch an an- 
ſwer ſhould cuer fall from the mouth of ſuch 
men,(#hats that tows?) Were notthey Prieſts * 
were not they in the Temples was it notthcir 
calling to care diſtreſſed conſciences? Nay, 
were not they the men that ſer /#444 on worke 2 
had not they their hands in this blood? and will 
they now kicke oft matters thus? ( whats that to 
v5?) wasitnothing to them to ſend this poore 
wretchto hell? nothing rocmbruc their hands 
in ſo much blood? Was itthe price of 18d his 
ſaule to betray innocent blood, and was it Tn 
£ 
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thing for them to ſhed it? and yer fay they, 


(whats that to wi?) 


And is it not ſo witha thouſand more © the Applitation 


wrath of God is reucaled from heauen vpon ma- 
lefators: he often holds an Aſſizes, and here he 
trufſcs vpa blaſphemer, there an adulterer, and 
hangs them vp in Gybbers forthe terrour of 0- 
thers: Bur will the wicked ſee his high hand 2 
No : asit fared with theſe Prieſts, though they 
ſee Indar wallow in his own gore, yetthey hauc 
not a heart to refleR vpon themſelves, and ſay ; 
If hee bethus entertained that betrayed blood, 
what wil be our doomethat ſhed it? So it iswith 
retchleſle ſinners, blaſphemers, prophane per- 
ſons : their ſinne is plagued: in- others; 7 aa 
though as deepe as the deepeſt in thele treſpal- 
ſes, turne oft all with this( whats that tows?) 
Men of like praQiſe, men of better parts are 
ſcourged, yet haue they not the grace to make 
preſent vic : If this bee done tothe greene tree, 
what ſhall be tothe drie * Burasit they ſpake 
from the ſame ſpirit, they vſe.the ſame words 
with theſe (whats rbat 19vsi.t) This 'is a: heauy 
hand 'of God vpon many ſinners, that-when 
God giues rhem the faircſt warnings, ſmires 
their hinnes vpon other mens backes, and falls 
direaly vpon their faults: then as if they had to 
deale with adreamer,not withGod;they ſhould 
ſhut vp the matter thus,#hats that r6-12- -  | 
Thelaſtthing wee willrepeat ( and then wes 
proceed)is fromthe latter part of their _ 
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( See thouteit : )and thus it ſtands, 
Wicked men haue an ill property ofa bad 
debrot : they will draw amin into a ſnare, and 
there they will leauc him in the lurch, Before 
the finne committed, who but [»4a5? Would he 
betray his! maſter, what ſhould not hee have 2 
would he attempr it,they would beare him our: 
would heceffeRit, they would reft indebted to 
him for euer. #445 hath done the fear,and with- 
all hath vndone himſclfe ,whar fay his friends, 
Looke thouto that.O yce heauens, bluſhat this 
vafaithfulneſſe ! Bur this is the guile of wicked 
men, they will draw one into the ditch, and 
there will leaue him to ſinke or ſwim. And 
this the hand of God vpon offenders,when rhe 
wil buy mens fauour with the forfeiture ofGods 
louc, they are ſhut out of heaucn and carth, 
borh at once. | 
Why then ler no-man finne to pleaſe men, 
leſt when terrours be on his ſoule,he be returned 
with this anſwer, / Looke thou wnto it.) Andin 
cafe wee haue brought a guilt vpon any mans 
ſoule by example,allurement,enforcementr,&c, 
lets not beſo mercileſſc as torurne him off with 
(See thos t9 it.) But let vs be as ready to apply a 
Fn as we were to make a wound:and { vn- 
eſſe wee would haue two ſoules to anſwer for ) 
further his repeatance, as much as wee hauc 
done his rebellion, ba 
Aad thus we haue acquainted you with what 
was obſcrued from the conference:now if Imay 
intreat 
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ntreat 
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intreat your company to the conſequences of 
this conference;l[ will as briefly as I may deliuer 
my ſclfe in my countrey manner of that which 
I haue to ſpeake, 

The Conferenceended, the next newes wec 
heare isthis, The money is returned ; what 
ſhalls make of this * had 1#d«amade ſo hard an 
aduenture for a little money, and is hee weary 
ofitfince * Whats the matter that this money 
can have no maſter * would das have fercht 
them within the guilt of this ſinne two £ would 
he ( had not ſorrow put him to filence)hauc laid 
vntothem, © Oyee treacherous and bloody 
* men, it was your finne, as much as mine, I 
* failed intaking, youas much in giuing this 
*ynhappy coync,the price of my maſters blood 
«2nd of my owne foule; therefore with your 
« wages take home your words ( Looke you to 
«rt alſs)tor you ſhall anſwerit as well as 1. Or 
was it the ſtrength ota naturall conſcience(fur- 
thered by a thumpe on the backe by a diuine 
hand/Jchat cauſed him thus to lay vpall? Truly 
both ; /#dzs as he was contentto (in with them, 
ſo is he not vnwilling that they ſhould bee pla» 

ed with him : looke which way a man goes, 
hee would faine haue companie, being a {ocia- 
ble creature: he would neither to hel nor to hea- 
uen alone : Looke how the two women before 
Solomon did quarrell which ſhould haue the 
child,ſo theſe this baſtard finne: Its thy deed 
( fay the Prieſts )witneſlethis money received, 


S 


ol / W\ JJ NS \&\ 


7QRCEL 


26 ludas bis Miſery. 


and therefore looke thouto it : Its yours(faith 
Iadas ) witnele this money giuen,and therefore 
looke you ro it: I know I am deepe enough, but 
I hope you (hall haue ſomewhat ; and thus they 
agree like theeues condemned, it was long of 
him,and of him, butall bee rheeucs : and like 
Schoole-boyeswnder the rod, he began,and he 
began, but both be naughty boyes; ſhould wee 
vpon this ground purſue our apprehenſions, we 
ſhouls fall into a path formerly beaten, and 
therefore Ile ſtep ouer to the other conſequence 
of reſtitution, Pa 

Iudas was now in wofull plight,his heart was 
to2 hezuic for his body,his body for the earth, 
ſinke hee doth, and rthatto hell ifhee finds not 
fpcedy lightning ; lighten him nothing covld, 
valefle che money were delivered ; the money 
therefore he delivered thirty pieces hee recct- 
wed. thirty he reſtored; hurt it had donehim, but 
10 £o0d : raken it he had, and would haue kepr 
it,bur that ke could nort,away it muſt againe. In 
him then wee ſee whar it is to haue ill gotten 
goods in our hands, 

The Conſcience once awaked will deny one 
all peace,til he hath faithfully reſtored what vn- 
lawfully he hath gotten. A ſicke conſcience can- 
notendure the ſight or ſent of miſgotten goods; 
it haththe property of a watch Dog,fo ſoone 
as it winds a filcher, it opens and purſues him, 
and nothing will ſtop his cry,til|that which was 
thecuiſbly taken be laid downe: /#das may take 
wherc 
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where he can,but his conſcience now awakened 
will dog him till that the whole thirty be letr 
where they lay : Truth ir is, peace doth not al- 
wales wait ypon reſtitution, ſometimes men re- 
ſtore goods,as the ſtomacke doth mear, becauſc 
they cannot hold it: ſo it fares with «ds, hee 
had a morſel| that hanged right for his mouth, 
as at firſt hee rhought, but it did ſo burne him, 
that needs heemuſt reſtore ir, Belceue it; the 
conſcience, when once it beginsto ſpeake, will 
neucr bee friends with a man, till ſuch manner 
wealth be forbid the houſe. 

Ill gotten goods beto the heart as the Cana- 
anites wereto that good land : the land groned 
till it had ſpewed out them, the conſcicnce tr- 
uelstill irs deliuered of theſe : they are to the 
ſoule as 10n44 to the Whale, the Whale had de- 
uoured him, but could not reſt till hewas reſto- 
red , ſo its with the conſcience, ifmen play the 
Whales, and make fiſh of all that comes roner, 
the conſcience will be as weary of ſuch abur- 
den,as the Whale of the Prophets bones. Zophar 
lob 20. 12, 13, &c. ſpeakes ſo well to this 
point, that we need no further witneſle, hee is 
in hand witha compariſon which lies thus; Ri- 
ches he compares to [weet meat, ill meanes in 
vetting of riches to poyſonin meats, the com- 
paſſing and holding ot ſuch wealth, to the ca- 
ting and deuouring of iuch meat, the paine and 
plagues thar follow ſuch goods ſo holden,ta 
thoſe that accompany ſuch deuourcd morſels : 
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oyſoned meats if deepely drencht with dead- 
leſt poy ſons( as the poyſon of Aﬀpes and Vi- 
p:rs be his inſtances ) will nor afford any long 
peace, they wring the body, they prouoke to 
vomiting,they threaten hcart andall,vnleſle the 
inward parts wi)l yecld vpall , yea, they bring a 
ſore,a cruell,and violentdeath : theres no more 
mercy in miſgotten goods,they infinuatethem- 
ſclues like ſugered poyſons. but having once ſei- 
zcd vpon the bowels, they worke, and trer, and 
gaule, and gnaw, andcauſe a man to lay about 
him : if they come away without overmuch 
ſtraining, the party(happely)recouers himſclfe 
it once they haue claſpr about the heart, an 
tooke poſleſſion, they bring vp heart andall, as 
it farcs with /#445 : as then the deadlicſt poy- 
ſons will deepely wound, and ſutely kill, vnleſſe 
a man be quickly deliuered of them,ſo will vn- 
iuſt poſſc ſhons roo : Will you ſec Zophar exem- 
lifeds 
, Achan was forbidden this poyſon, but hee 
would bee ſipping : hee dranke but once, but 
what followed? che mans life, I hope, was ſaued 
in another world : But the purge was ſo ſtrong 
a1d working, the vomit fo violent, thar it 
brake his heart.: bb fed on the like,but not (I 
thinke) with like ſuccefſe, rhe poyſon was not 
vomited vp,therefore the man died vpon ir,and 
infected his houſe roo : Our preſent inſtance 
might make athird, but we haue ſaid enoughto 
Zophars (umilitude, 
What 
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What may be the reaſon that ill gotten goods 
will beſo dangerfull « His fimilitude implyes 
two : Whats thereaſon poiſoned meats ſhould 
hold no more agreement with mens ſtomacks ? 
One is from the nature of the mear, becauſe 
pro : one from the nature of the ſtomacke, 

ecauſe it expels things hurrfull. The ſame muſt 
be ſaid for vnlawtull poſleflions,they are poiſo- 
ned with ſfinne,and enucnomed with a curſe, like 
the Iſraelites Quailes, Next, as in the ſtomacke, 
ſoalſoin the conſ{cience,theres a narurall deſire 
of caſing it ſelfe of noiſome burdens : the Seas 


' havethcir purge, fo alſo hauethe waters thar 


arc full of vermine: cucry thing ſeeks irs owne 
ſatery, and its enemies ouerthrow, ſo coth the 
conſcience in ſpeciall fort , and hence cuen part- 
ly from Gods curſe, partly from finnes poyſon, 
partly from the worke of a naturall conſcience, 
Itis that vnrighteous Mammon isas welcome 
tothe conſcience as poy lon tothe ſtomacke, or 
water into aShip, one muſt our, or all muſt 
downe, 

Now then to come to application:Is this true 
which hitherto wee haue buile concerning mi(- 
gotten goods ? then ſee what may ber interred 

nit. 

Firſt,it followes,thattheir courſe for the time 
p_ is none,cither ofthe wiſeſt orſafcſt, who 

ake themſeluestolike meanes, citherfor rhe 
gerting or the keeping of wealth and riches: 
truth ir is, the world doth muchapplaudyour 
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mighrieft hunters, and greateſt hoorders : hee 
that can raiſc himſclfe our of ſmall beginnings 
to a great eftate,and hath wir cnough to keepe 
his owne, and tocatch other mens, hee isthe 
man, his head is ftrok't. Burwhar great craft,[ 
pray you,isthere intinning 2? what great skillin 
the deuils trades 2 what policy in killing ones 
ſelfe? what wiſdome in drinking poy lon? [uaas 
I confeſſe, caries it a while, and whillt he plates 
by himſclfc he winnes all : hee, why hee had a 
reach beyond all thereſt; whilſt Chriſt was 
living he could make his vſe of him, andin rhe 
meane lay in for future times ; ſo skilfull an hy- 
pocrite (as hypocrifie you know & ſtage-plaics 
arencereakinac) that he was for atiy part in the 
deuils play;now adiſciple, now atraytor,now a 
friend,now a foe ; What would not hce doe for 
money?and ſo doe it, as that hee would notbece 
ſeene, But who will bce a loſer if hee may be 
his owne pay-maſter ? let vs ſumme vp 7«- 
a.u his gettings for him, and ſce his mar- 
kets: hedreamed of ſpeciall fauour from the 
Prieſts, doe they ſauour him? his thoughts 
ralke of preferment, doth it fall * hee promi- 
ſed himſelfe ſome comfort from his filuer, 
doth hee finde ir? Nay no, his friends are 
now his foes; his ſilucr,his fickneſle and diſeaſe; 
happy hee if he could now beerid of it, happy 
they it they could be rid of him: thrice happy 
he,if he had beene as ſimple as his fellows;they 
had the grace tokeep their peace 0n earth, their 
acquain=- 
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- acquaintance jn eaten, and fo to poſſeſſe 
themſclues. Witty lads that had a firaine a- 
boue the reſt, loſes his peace, his Maſter, his 
foule,limſclfe, for the Prieſts, and money, 2nd 
now lice cannot haue them, they will none of 
him, he willnone of it : Thus they gaine thar 
be the devils factors, thus they riſe that fall from 
God : It this bee wiſdome,/udzs was no foole : 
it this was follythcn,its no policy now, 
Secondly, Thus wee inferre fortimes paſt, 
Sith vniult gaine holds poſſeſſion againſt true 
comfort, and a galled conſcience will neuer 
ccaſe wincing,till it be disburdened of its load, 
they that hauevſeda falſe finger, & made lime- 
twigs of thcjr hands,muſt now carefully reſtore 
what vnconſcionably they haue gotten, Wee 
read of onaAMrcah, Iadg.i7. who having ſtolne 
firſt,and atter hcard his mothers curſe vpon his 
ſtealth, was ſoafhightediherewithall, thar hee 
durſt not but accuſc himſelfe, and returne the 
money : now if the curſe of a paſſtonate wo- 
man was ſo dreadfull vato him, how much more 
ſhould the curſe of ſo mighty a God be terrible 
totheſe « Therefore as he in feare of his mo- 
ther, ſo they in feare of their Father, ſhould 
make a ſpeedy reſtitution : a duty. I confefle 
very ſtrange, but moſt neceſlary, rauch com- 
mended inthe Word, though little practiſedin 
the world. 
* Its this, Ifto our knowledge wee have beene 
wrongtull( eſpecially ia any cminenr ſort, = 
rat 
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that the party be ſenſible of ic ) to our brothers 
eſtare,irs our partro ſec that ſome recompence 
be made, cither co him, or his, orthe poore. In 
the fift of Nambers you have the duty, with 
ſome caſes propoſed. Vander the Prophets, 
Samae! makes profer of it in caſe his gouern- 
ment could be challenged. And inthe Goſpell 
Zachews is content to yndergoe the cenſure of 
the Law,if theft could be prooued againſt him, 
and to make a-fourefold reſtitution, beſides a 
free-will offering: and ſurcly,fith the wound is 
now as wide as cuer it was,the plaiſter had need 
bee as broad : we haue as many purloyners as 
euer, and therefore there ſhould be as many re- 
{torers. 

I bethought my ſelfe where my ſpeeches 
weretofall,clſc I could not hauc forborne ſpea- 
king to faure ſorts of men;firft, Landlords ; fe- 
condly, Lawyers; thirdly, Patrons; fourthly, 
Traffiquets ofall ſorts ; all which (I meane of 
all ſorts ſome)haue beene ſotranſcendenr in ra- 
king,as that now irs time to thinke of reſtoring, 
I doe not loueto ſpeake to men ablent(and I 
thinke few of cach ſort are now preſent) and 
therfore Il: reſerue my (clfe to ſome other place 
and occafion : meane while, it any mans heart 
preſent calls him couſcner,I aduilc him to make 
his peace as he meanes to eſcape a ſhaking , hee 
may thinke to filence God and his conſcience 
with a ſecrer confeftion, and to ſatisfiethe world 
with adolc art his death : But if God may bee 
heard, 
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heard, ſatisfaRion and facrifice muſt goe toge- 
ther : or if man muſt ſpeake, you know the Ca- 
ſuiſts axiome out of Aufen, Now remittitar pec- 
catum niſi reflitnatur ablatum, That which is ill 
taken,muſt be well reſtored, or elſe the guiltre- 
maines : when the conſcience puts a man in 
mind of ſome coſenage, there muſt paſſe ſome 
aQ of reſtitution,atleaſt a deſire if meanes bee 
wanting ( for ſo the Father would bee vnder- 
ſtood ) orit ſatisfaRtion cannot be made by re- 
ſtiturion, yet it muſt by humiliation ; ro God 
{imply ; to man, incaſe;jit make for a common 


C 

Fon very ſenfible of the difficulties that oc- 
curre in this doQrrine: the theameis very large, 
neither is there a matrer of greater diſpute a- 
mongſtthe Caſfniſts than this of reſtitution;and 
I am ſorry thar in this better part of divinity, 
wee haue few better guides than Confeſlors, 
Canoniſts, Ieſuites : many caſes by themare 
well put, but ill anſwered : how vaſcaſonable in 
it ſelfe, how preiudiciall to the offendant,an ac- 
knowledgment in ſome caſes may be, I am not 


ignorant: when and how to make reſtitution 


will be learned ſometimes better by conference 
than by a ſer diſcourſe : circumſtances ſo vary 
the queſtion, thatlittle can bee ſaid tothe man- 
ner till the caſe be knowne, only the matter muſt 
bee preſſed ypon mens conſciences, and were 
they ſoft and ſicke, they would rather take this 
vomit,than hazardlife. 

h Thirdly, 


CSYRCL 


(INN NS\S\ | 


— 
_ 


4 AL 


5 — ww 


2A AT 


44 ludas his Miſery. 


Thirdly,athird inference reſpects the time to 
come,and thus we inferre the point; Are miſ- 
gotten goods ſuch trouble-houſes? are they like 
that hurſe of Sei in the ſtory, fatall tothe ow- 
ner? Be we then aduiſed how webring ſuch 
gueſts to our houſes , ſay rather of them as. the 
heathen did of his goods, I had rather I 
ſhould loſe rhem, than that they ſhould ſpoile 
mee. If happily ir be aloſle to loſe a draughe 
of poyſon, let this be the reſolution of euery 
{oule $ 
« It Godgiue: wealth by honeſt meancs, bleſ- 
* ſed be his Name; it not,by his grace Ile neuer 
* enrich my ſelfe with vnlawfull ſpoiles;Ilene- 
* uer (ell my peace forclay,forteit my fovle for 
*rhat which I cannot have when I haue notmy 
*ſelfe;what though I be bare? wholſome frieze 
© is better than infeed veluet : what though I 
& farc hard 2 dry bread is better than poyſoned 
* dainties : what though my children bee kept 
* ſhort? I had rather pinch them than feed them 
* with blood: whatthough I muſt come lower? 
*its berter to fall ro the duſt,thanto hell with 
© Tades : Once fortcirmy peace with him, and if 
* God rake the fartciture, lam gone, I cannot 
* haue moncy,lI cannot haue my {clfe.. 
This,this muſt be the reſolution of cueryChri- 
ſtian,that knowes what ic is robeat peace with 
heaucn.Andinthe-home-prefling of this would 
Iſpend mincallottediune,were I to ſpeakrothe 
many;bur in this retired Auditory,whoſe life is 
more 
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more reſerued, and hath leſſe proſpeR to the 
world, I ſhallchink my ſelfe ſufficiently diſchar- 
ged of this point, if I ſhall winde vp all with a 
two-fold exhortation ; the firſt ſhall be to Tu- 
tors, and theſe I (Nay not, burtthe Lord ) in- 
treats by the knowledge he hath giuen them, the 
maintenance he hath allowcd them, the truſt he 
hath repoſed in them,by allthe fauours he harh 
caſt yponthem, to anſwerthe ſtipend they re- 
ceiue,and to onerlooke the charge thats com- 
mitted to them. Ab, my brethren, its no ſmall 
charge to haue the care of body, of ſoule, of 
wit; to worke ſo immediatly ypon the nobleſt 
parts ofthe ſoule; no ſmall priuiledge, no lit- 
tle honour thats put vpon you by the Lord,that 
you ſhould be not Schollers only, vnder ſome 
Cratippug, but Teachers in Athens, in Iſracl: 
What could the God of heanen doe more for 
-you then eſtabliſhyou in ſuch a place * Waat 
could the ſonnes of men doe moxe for youthen 
entruſt you with their deareſt pledges ? and pur 
into your hands the very ſouls of children? in 
this caſe if you ſhall be wanting to your ſelucs, 
ro your Pupils,to this place, will notthe charge 
be vnlufferables Whar can you anſwer for your 
ſclues when this your mother ſhall ſay, ** My 


- © 9wne ſonnes haue beguiled me of Scholars ; 


© when your forelorn Pupils ſhall hereafter ſay. 
«© our own Tutors were our greateſt hinderers: 
«When parents ſhall ſay, Thoſe wee moſt tru- 
ſted, and beſt "a haue moſt betrayed 

3 VS: 


| NNN S\S\ 


i 
(/ 


\ IVR 


IVR 


- 


vr NV 


— 


\ 


Wi 


2 


) A AT 


e . 
46 ludas bis Miſery. 
«ys: when the Church and Common-wealth 
& ſhall ſay, We are maimed by thoſe whom wee 
&« purpoſcly maintained to make vp our brea- 
*ches : how will you look vpon the money that 
was receiued for nothing? what comfort can 
you haue in keeping that you never carned ? 
what is it to [#45 to hauc money,when it is the 
price of blood? what to any when it is the price 
of ignorance, of idleneſſe, of wantonneſle ? 
what will it preuaile a man co haue gotten by 
Schollers,when they haue loſt by himzloſt their 
rime, their ſtrength, themſclues £ What com- 
fort to ſay, This I recciue quarterly ofthem,and 
for this I betray them co all miſcrics. 

NO my brethren,the conſcience of every man 
muſt be once awakened, and then goods gathe- 
red by a deceittull hand,will lye like a moun- 
raine vpon our ſoule; then a man ſhall be woun» 
ded that he rooke ſo much, that he did ſo lirtle 
then he ſhall be made to cric with 1ades, 7 haxe 
finned,and peace he ſhall have none, till he hath 

t off the money ; and therefore if any mans 
[2 doth charge him with vatruſtineſle in this 
behalfe (for my part Iknow but few faces here) 
I know none other remedie for matters paſt, 
thanto crie pecceui: and for afrertimes let the 
Lord,nay his owne peace,and quiet, and credit, 
obraine thus much of him, that he will forbeare 
vnearned pay, and be as nimble, at the leaſt, to 
doe the worke,as to finger the wages. 

The ſecond is to my brethren in the Miniſte- 
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ry; fich goods ill gotten will never giue any 

ſound comfortor content, let this point ſtand 

(as that ſword at Paradiſe to keepe out Adam ) 

to keepe off thoſe from breaking into Livings 

with a breach of conſcience: the Country I nei- 
ther doe, nor dare diſſwade you from z would 

God my ſpeeches were of ſach authoritic with 
you, asthatthey might draw you forth ſome 

times , oh that you would bur enter ſpeeches 
ſometimes with the neighbouring people, rou- 

ching God, Chriſt, ſaluation, reſurretion, &c, 
O Lord what Ignorance, Atheiſme, Popery 
ſhould you finde ! you could not but pity them, 
preach to them : Bur the thing which inthe 
name of God I would prefle,and in the word of 
a friend ( who cannot but loue the ſmoake of 
this ſoile ) would perſwade, isthis z That you 
would be pleaſed to cnioy your happineſle here 
till the Lord doe lead you forth by warrantable 
meanes z and he ( not money and dependancic ) 
preſent you toa Liuing;& then that you would 
take home to your ſelues that which was firſt 
vtteredto Peter: Peter /oueft thaw me;yea bur doſt 
thou louc me? doſt thou loue mee indeed, and- 
wouldft thou ſhew it ? feed, feed, feed my ſheep, 
my lambes;they are deare to mee, let them bee 
precious to thee, I beſtowed my bloud vpon 
them,beſtow thou thy paines. 

The third is tothoſe who haueany hand in the 
beſtowing of places and Fellowſhips ; at whoſe 
girdlesdo hang the kcies of theſe goodly Naterhe 
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ſhould Ignorance have acceſſe into thele ſacred 
buildings, becauſe ſhee is richzand ſhould lear- 
ning and pictic be turned off, becauſe ragged, 
whart a pitic were that © To charge thar( Fathers 
and Brethren ) vpon all, which I cannot proue 
againſt any,were toſlander,not to reproue , re- 
prouc therefore I may not, fich that in this par- 
ticular were to apply a plaiſter before I knew 
the ſore ; only inthe gencrall, it may be lawfull 
for ine to intreat you in the words of modeſtic 
and ſobrictie roremember your (clues, and that 
truſt that's repoſed in you ; and to make vſcof 
your ingeniouſneſſe and freedome in your cle- 
&ions, W here ſhould pictic be reſpected, if not 
amoneſt Diuines? where learning, ifnot in #- 
thens? where (hall poore children bee relecugd, 
if their owne mother ſhould deny them bread ? 
and who ſhall deale truſtily with the dead, when 
they that draw their breath by them ſhould be 
vnfaithfull 2 Farre therefore be ir from all chat 
arc intereſſed in this Errand,to ſuffer themſclues 
to be ſwayed, cirher out of feare, or fauour, or 
aff:Rion to the leaſt partialitiez it becommeth 
Free ſpirits to hold on their courſe like the Sun 
inthe firmament,as the Roman ſtory notes of a 
Roman Gouecrnour,they ſhould walke like Gi- 
ants on earth, ſo the Sunnedorhin the heavens, 
and be of an vndaunted and vnbended reſoluti- 
on. Stand faſtthen ( Reverend Fathers) & play 
the men , wee know great places afford great 
temptations, but thoſe muſt procure great at- 
| tention, 
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tention ; ſhake your lap of Bribes,and ſhut your 
eyes againſt gifrs ( which ſometimes are bur i 
blanched bribery) preterre learning, honeſtic, "it 
ſtudiouſneſle. Tit 0 
Hold on ſuch a courſe of innocencie and vp- 
rightneſle,that when you ſhall refigne your pla- 
ces to God or man, you may be bold ro make 
Semwels Queſtion in the day ofhis refignation, 
whom haue 1 hurt, and at whoſe hands hae Irece. 
wed a bribe,and Iwill reſlorets : And yours may Fi 
be able to returne their anſwer , Thos haſt dowe 
vs nowrong, neither haſt thou taken ought of any 
mans hand. Happie they that thus liue and die, 
thus enter and reſigne; butthrice vnhappy they 
that ſell themſclues forgaine and gold, ſuch 
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a gold is Auram Toloſanum indeed, banetulltothe - 
P keeper : ſuch gaine is buta /uds//es bargaine; D, 
1 man, or match,orall muſt be vndone : and ſowe WH 3» 
c leaue 1#4sſ/es money, and come to his perſon, '"f I 
t Firſt, hee withdrawes himſclfe, Secondly, he D, 
s hanged himſelfe. As to the firſt, good reaſon d) 
Ty had T«d4s to ger him thence, they were but mi- » 
h ſerable comforters; but whither goes hee, to WD - 
n Gad, to the Diſciples, to any godly man for | » 
a comfort 2 No,he walkes alone,aud withdrawes | 

i- himſelfe from ſocictie, for ſo Matthewes word \ 
F, «dn muſt be taken,andis vſcd in the Goſpel: WIL 
i- This aQion of his might ( if we wanted marter) — 
y entertaine vs witha pointor two, for in Jade 
at you ſce,that he who hath beene vafaichfull with 1 
- God andthe godly ia his rufe, ems = = i 
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luſtrogo vnto them in his feares ; a wicked man 
had as licuego the next way to priſon, as come 
beforethe Iudge,and when he 1s at warre with 
heauen,he will ſoone grow weary of mankinde, 
Secondly,in him you ſee how dangerous itis to 
walkealone in extremitie of temptation : this 
ſolitarineſſe gaue way to that diſaſter which a- 
non followeth ; bur of this latter wee haue ſaid 
cnoughzit in a word we ſhall intreat the afflited 
ſoule, to take heed of ſolitarineſle, ſeeing it is 
no policic for a ſingle wounded man to enter 
combat with the powers of hell when hee my 
haue helpe:and as touching the former, we ſha 
happily couch ir,as time ſhall ſerue, in another 
ce: we paſſe therefore to the next thing (he 
hanged himſelfe ) As to the place, A.r.,wee in 
this haſte will ſay nothing, alittle ler vs beat the 
Text,thatthe viſe may be the clearer. Whatis 
the reaſon that «ds thus fals out with lifes was 
he a Saddecee,thinke you, or could hee thinke to 
caſc himſelfe in hell: what ſhould moue him to 
ſhorren his dayes ? grant that he was bound for 
hell, was itnot beſt to liue as long as hee could, 
ſich,he muſt pay ſo dearely for his moneys Was 
it not beſt to be merry whilſt that laſted: What? 
was /sd« of fo faint a heart,as to feare hell?was 
there no wine in Iervſalem*neuera good fellow 
that would cntertain him with mirth and laugh- 
ter? Oh no, no, 1wd«/ his mirth isall at an end 


his merry are ſpent, death was none © 
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come: why, what is the matter? fotſooth it is 
this; The terrours of God are now vpon him, 
the torments of hell ſo .paine his ſoule, that per- 
force he muſt ro another place, and poore (oule 
he hath little ſhift ; cicher hee muſt Ianguiſh on 
the racke on earth, or clſc once for all plunge 
himſclfe intothe depth of hell; his now anguiih 
puts him vpon the latter choice, an vahappie 
choice. But hence we ſcewhat a wotfull thing it 


is to be ficke of conſcience,as the Poet ſpeakes, £*/ivis., r 


When the Lord turncs looſe the conſcience 
of a wicked man vpon him, hee is notable to 
ſtand againſt it : the conſcience awakened is 
like a Beare enraged, it teares a man in pieces, it 
falls vpon him like ſome mightie tower, and 
cruſhes him to powder , it is like a gowty 1oint, 
ſo ſore and paintul,thatit cannot endure it (clfe, 
as Berward \peakes: for provfe whereof I might 
call ro witnefle the fearful agonies of Gods dea- 
reſt ſeruants; if wee looke into the Word, how 
was Dauid (pirit wounded, his bones bruſed, as 
he molt feelingly ſpeakes ! if varo our owne ex- 
perience,how many haue we ſeene ( whom our 
{oules durſt never cenſure, but much approuc) 
lie panting and groaning vnder the wounds of 
conſcience? O what horrors, feares, apprehenfi- 
ons,haue the tongues and faces of faithtull men 
implycd.ro ſtatders by ! afd if their agonies 
haue brene ſuch,when they haue beene bur in 
patr wounded, and wirhall ſecretly ſuſtained , 
what then muft the caſe of the wicked needs 
"4 1 be, 
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be,when his conſcience fals with ful weight vp- 
on him, and there is no ſupporting ? I may 
not ſo abuſe your patience, as to enlarge my 
ſelfe into particulars, Sa/omen ſhall ſutfice vs, 
A wounded ſpirit who can beare? Prou.13.14, 
The Gout, Stone, and ſome other dilcaſes 
are inthemiclues almoſt vnſufferable, yet the 
ſpiritof a man({ſtained with hope, andſtreng-. 
thened by God ) may ſomewhat tugge with 
them; but when the ſpirit thar ſuſtaines all, is it 
{clfe wounded , when God that other-where 
ſupports, becomes an enemie : #o, who { ſaith 
Salomon ) can beare that? 

Indced(Fathers and Brethren)who can beare 
that,when there is nor a creature to a creature, 
weakneſſe to weakneſſe, bur a. finite creature 
muſt encounter an infinice power, weakneſle 
muſt fight with ſtrength,man with God : alafle 
when the heauens fal vpona poore worme,muft 
he notneeds downe? when /#4« ſhall have the 
carth againſt him,and hell againſt him,and heg- 
uenagainſt him, and himſelfe againſt himſelfe, 
muſt he not needs ſhrinke? for proofe therefore 
I'le ſay no more:lend me(I pray you)alittle pa- 
tience, till I haue made ſome application, and 
Vie coaſt with all ſpeed vponaConcluſion. 

Is it thus with wicked men, when once their 
conſciences be awakened, that they areready to 


| leapeintothe flames to eſcape the fire * Who 


then that hath the bowels of a man within _ 
$aQ chooſe but pitic the great vahappineſle 
Varepen- 
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Anrepentanr perſons ? poore wretches they goe 
on in a ſintull path,and feare no harme;their 
conſciences ſleepe,and therfore they hope they 
ſhall aeucr wake : But it may not bee ſo, when 
they haue long purſued their conſcicnces, their 
conſciencear laſt will purſue them , aftera long 
filenceit will ſpeake,and ring them ſuch a peale, 
that they will be at their wits ends, Sometimes 
inthis life a ſparke of hell falls vpon the wicked 
ſoule,and then where is he 7 can he quench this 
flame with the pureſt wines, ſhake off theſe firs 
witha peale of laughter £ can he out-ride the 
ſcriches of his conſcience as hee followes his 
game 7 can he drowne that noiſe with his crics 
and hubbubs ? can he forget thoſe gripings in 
his buſteſt tales, or leaue his conſcience behinde 
him in any place 2 no,no, his conſcience is his 
conſtant keeper,and cries vpon him in the night 
ſleeing,in the day waking, in his greateſt mirt h, 
in his buſieſt ſports: nay what ſpeake 1 of mirth 
and ſports? the heart is now imployed about 
another bulineſle ; the defires are tull of ſolitari- 
nefle,the thoughts as blacke as hell it ſelfe ; rhe 
Deuili( ſaith he ) what creature is he 2 my fleſh 
trembles,yet would I might ſee him: hel(thinks 
hc) what place is that ? (ith thither I muſt, I 
would I knew the worſt : theſe, theſe be the dif- 
mallthoughts of a deſperate heart, witneſle /«- 
das, hee comes tothe Prieſts and lookes vpon 
them,they cannoteaſc him; he takes his money 
and lookes ypontliat,it cannot kelpe him, hee 
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walkes forth and lookes vpon the light, and is 
weary of that; he paſſes by men, he hath nothing 
to ſay,he is beſt alone;nay not alone,it there bee 
any hope, it is in helly it any comfort, it is a- 
moneſt devils,thither will /ad5 to ſceke it : Oh 
miſcry,oh death, oh hiell, when a man muſt ro 
hell tor eaſe, to damned ſpirits for comfort ! 0 

ſa4ns, 'nd«1,whither wilt thou next ? when thou 
waſt on earth, the paſſageto hell was cuer cafie , 
but being rhere, there is no returne ; now thou 
arr gone, all is gone, thy caſe is hopeleſſe and 
helplefſe . What might we ſay to keepe others 
from the like? will no one offender take warning 
by Judas 2 will mcn ſay, that his finne was cx- 
traordinary * Alas,had not our finnes betrayed 
Chriſt to /#d445, he could never haue betrayed 
himrto the Prieſts, Willthey ſay that his iudge- 
ment is vnu{uall,where one 15 thus aftrighted, a 
thoutand dic in peace? Alas,what skills it whe- 
ther the conſcience be awakened an houre be- 
fore death,or an houre after ? Awakened it muſt 
be, if not in this life, yet immediately after 
death, And what is the difference ? Firſt, There 
is a particular ; Secondly, a general ludgement: 
there will be a reſurre&tion, and then all bookes 
muſt be opened. Omy brethren,let me make one 
a;gument more, forthe rowfing of the ſecure, 
andthcn Ile end this heauie vic, which is as te- 
dious tor me to ſpeake,as for youto heare, Was 
lads thus diſtreſſed when as hee was yet on 
earth, when he ſtood before baſe and ſinful men 

when 
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when his conſcience had him in chace for ene 


only finneagainſ tis Maſter 2 then tell me how 


the vnrepentant ſhall doe, when they muſt ap- 
peare before Chriſt rhe glorious Iudge, when 
their conſciences ſhall be tully awakened;when 
they ſhall be indited in the face of all the world, 
and accuſed of all the ſinnes they ever commit- 
ted £ Will one (inne thus preſſed by the conſci- 
ence, make one weary of light and life 53 make 
onethrow himſclfe deſperately into the flames, 
that ſo he may find death by dearth? Whatmar- 
uell then though impenitent finners doe reach 
tordeath at the laſt day,and catch after,and cry 
vponeuery creature, O mountaines, O graues, 
ſeas,beaſts, all or ſome, hide vs trom him that 
fitteth vpon the Throne. O that there were an 
heart in the godlefſe ro make their vie of this: 
But we muſt leaue them, 

Secondly,as for our ſelues( fathers and bre« 
threy)ſith this ciuill war berweene man and his 
conſcience is ſo bloody, whatremaines but that 
we be verie carefull to keep ourpeace with hea- 
uen,hauing once concluded it? at the leaſt, ler 
it be our careto keepe our ſelues from thoſe fins 
that ſet the conſcience on crying, Truth it is, the 
wounded ſoule cannot beare the weight of any 
ſinne , bur yer there is a difference , ſome doe 
more waſte and hauocke, more aff:ight, and 
twinge the conſcience than other ſome: as all 
ſhould be diſclaimed, ſo theſe in cſpeciall fort 
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And here (iftime would grant mee leaue) I 
would giue way to my diſcourſc,and lay before 
you ſuch ſinnes which in my ſhort experience I 
haue foundto offergreateſt violence to diftrel- 
ſed ſoules , but in this haſte I may onely intreat 
euery chriſtian ſoule that feares ſuch plunges, 
heedfully to auoid fonre things; 

The firſt is Popery,a religion ( if it may bee 
lawfull toclothe ſo foule a matter with ſo faire 
a terme) ſo prodigious, ſo ſtrangely abhorring 
from truth and peace, as that it can afford no 
peace of conſcience to any man; well may a 
Papiſt dead and ſeare his conſcience, and ger 
fuch a cruſt vpon ir, that nothing can enter it 
without extreme violence; bur this Ile confi- 
dently auouch, that when the conſcience is 
once awakened, beauenly peace will ncuer center 
till popery goe out: I ſpeake not here of a point 
ortwo, but of the whole body z its ſuch a buil- 
ding, that true peace can neucr dwellin ; men 
may pleaſe themſelues in their diſputes, but let 
a man hold ro his death-bed, all their renents 
touching Iuſtification, the ſtare of Saluarion, 
auricular Confcflion, workes of Regeneration, 
vowes of Perfection, &c. and it his conſcience 
hath any life or ſenfc;it finkes him, as wee read 
of many;orelſe drives him toBellar mines, Tatiſe 
fmam,and toices him ro confeſle, That in truth 
its bc ſt to repoſ ones ſe]t wholly vpoh the mer- 
cie ot Godiu Chuiſt, But this tor point of iudg- 
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The three next things concerne praiſe, and 
firſt,be wee all afraid of vnnaturall ſinnes, fuch 
as /«daſſes murther was, for theſe thruſt ſore at 
the conſcience: if you markeir, you ſhall finde 
that diſtreſſed conſciences are moſt perplexed 
ordinarily withthe breaches of the fixt and ſe- 
uenthCommandements;the ſixt in caſe of mure 
ther, which the naturall conſcience abhors 
the ſeuenth, becauſe that cither ſome. violence 

is offered to thelight of nature by darke pra- 
Qiſes,or elſe ſome ſecond perſon is fetchr with» 
in aguilt,and the cry is great when two ſoules 
cry at once for vengeance, 

Heretherefore let mce intreatthe younger, 
ifeither they loue peace, or feare theſe helliſh 
ſhakings and ſcorchings,to hauc an eye to theſe 
two Commandements : finnes of blood will 
worke a gaſtlineſle, and fiancs of vnclcanneſle 
will make the conſcience ſtare,and the more vn- 
naturall they be, the more hideous cries they 
raiſe, 

Thenext thing I name is vnprofitableneſſe 
when a man hath cither no calling, or is vouſe- 
full in his place : one would little thinke how 
death will ſhake the man that hath beene vnpro- 
ficable in his life, when his heart ſhall ſay vnto 
him vpon his death-bed, Now thou art called 
vpon todic, and thou art yet to liue ; now thou 
muſt out of the world, before thou haſt done a- 
ay good inthe world;now thou muſt be anſwe- 
rable for all the houres, and daies, and = 
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which laviſhly thou haſt worne out, and bee 
ſtraitly examined what work thou haſt done for 
ſo much wages; why, ſuch a greeting will bee 
ſufficientto aſtoniſh one, and ro make ones fleſh 
torrenble , and ſuch atim? willcome, my bre- 
thren,ourglaſſe will bee once runne, our dayes 
ended, our eycs cloſed, our wayes examined, 
Blcfled ſhall hee bee that ſoliued as he was de- 
fired; ſodied, asthat hee was miſled. Vp then 
and be doing whilſt yceres and ſtrength permit, 
ſo longas there be arts robee ſtudied, hiſtories 
to bec read, people to be inſtructed, pupilsto be 
rauglit, Papiſts to bee confutcd, fathers to bee 
purged, ſcruice to be done to God your Father, 
the Churchyour Mother, be not idle; remem- 
ber what thatRomane could ſay in ſomewhata 
differing ſenſe, Its better for a man to bee dead, 
than nor toliue;and whats idlenes buta liuing- 
dead-mans graue * 

The laſt thing I would diſſwade(vponthis oc- 
caſion) is prophaning of holy things,a ſinne 
which after calling workes Gods ſeruanrs the 
greateſt woe,& weighs heauily vpon he (oule : 
the holy things of God areto bee vnderraken 
with holieſt affeRions, and higheſt reucrence; 
hee that will bee negligent in matrers of the 
ſoule, in paſſages wich higheſt maicſty, where 
will hee be carefull £ Are wee then to pray? let 
vs call ourſoules into Gods preſence, and not 
ſlubber ouer his ſeruices: Are we to fing ? let vs 
yoake heart and tongue together, and nat di- 
uorce 
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uorce what God hath ioyned : Are weeto re- 
cciue the Sacrament, and fit at Gods table? ler 
vs come aStothe feaſt of God, not man : Are 
weto heare the Word? let vs trauell with our 
hearts, that our ſoules may feele what God 
ſpeakes : Are wee to preach the Word? lets not 
play vpon Chriſts ſpeeches as wee would vpon 
Ariftotles but handle ſpirituall things with ſpiri- 
allhearts. 

Theſe things if weecarcfully hced, making it 
our ſtudy to auoidthole preflingeuils, and next 
to do the contrary duties, our comfort ſhall bee 
far greater, ourterrors farre fewer than 1uda//es 
were, andthis (though notenough,yer) in this 
haſtemuſt now ſuffice for this point: you would 
thinke me ouerbold it I ſhould proſecute ano- 
ther point: may I with your fauours alittle men- 
tionit, andT ſhall chinke my ſelfebcholding to 
your patience. 

Something hath beene ſaid to the execution 
it ſelfe : ſtay we our thoughts vpon the exccu- 
tioner : the execurioner and malefactor arc one 
and the ſame, I#das;,what was he 2 he was ſome- 
times a hearer of Chriſt, a. diſciple, a publiſher 
of the Goſpell. 

In the firſt voyage tothe holy land, who more 
forward than /ads 2 hee wrought miracles, he 
preacht the Goſpell, nonc more; m Iudas that 
could comfort oth<rs, cannot helpe humielfe; 
heethatcould diſlodge the encwy in anorhers 
campe,is ſurpriſcd in his owne, 
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In him we ſcethe lot of wicked men , though 
happily they can comfort others, yet in exrre- 
mi:y themſclues ſinke vader deſpaire : wicked 
men do but ſpeake like Ba/aams Alſe,toanothers 
vnderſtanding,not their owne : looke vpon /#- 
4a 3t onetirne, and you ſhall finde him in his 
ſpeeches full of comfort, let him practiſe vpon 
another, and hee can apply the beſt cordials; 
Chriſt(can he ſay)is cometo binde the broken, 
ro enlarge the priſoners, to ſaue the loſt ſheepe 
of Iſracl, theres no reaſon that any ſhouldde- 
ſpaire hauing ſucha Sauiour: but when it comes 
to his owne particular, andits fit the Phyfician 
ſhould heale himſelfe, Chriſt is as no Chriſt to 
him,the Gaſpell asno Goſpell , hee is as farre 
from comfort,as if he had neyer preacht Chriſt: 
thus /»4as dreſſes good meat for others, but hee 
(the Cooke ) hath leaſt partin it himſelfe; nay, 
that which refreſhes another, makes him ſicke, 
and takes away his tomacke, 

I cannot ſpcake my minde at this time of this 
point, proofes therefore Ile forbeare, onely its 
ncedfall for me to exprefſſe my ſelte more fully 
inthis pointzand then Tapply,and then Iend:for 
explicationin an Auditory ſo profound, I have 
ſaid enough,if I put you in minde ofa two-fold 
diſtintion; we muſt make a difference betweene 
being tempted to deſpaire,and ouercome of de- 
ſpaire : for tempration, its our of queſtion that 
a good man may be tempted to deſpaire,as well 
x8 1444s : for being ouercome, there be degrees 
to 
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to bee obſerued according to the accepti- 
on of the word: for if we ſpeake at large,a 
man man bce ſaid to be ouercome when Bra 
ſeaſon he is foyled : if properly,a man is then 
ſaid to bee ouercome when he is, firſt, wholly, 
& ſecondly,finally vanquiſhed: hence we grow 
to theſe concluſions ; 

Firſt, agood man may both in ſome particu- 
lar point, asalſoin the maine matter touching 
his owne faluation, be ſo foiled,thart forthe pre- 
ſene Sathan may ſeemeto winne the field. 

Secondly, no good man ( but onely the wic- 
ked) can tully and finally be ouercome of de- 
ſpaire. . 

Thirdly, we muſt know, that the difference is 
wide betwceene hauing comfort,and hauing the 
ſenſe and ftecling of it: a good man may bede- 
priued of the ſenſcand teeling of comforrt as 
much as any, but neither of aright coir, nor 
poſſeſſion of ir;a wicked man may be farre trom 
all theſe. 

To fall vponthatT aimeatz, Wee may dif- 
cerneathree-fold difference between the Saints 
tryalis andthe reprobatesdeſpaires. 

The firſt is in their entrance into the combat, 
the deuil comes vpon the wicked as a theefe vp- 
on the drunken traueller,cither hee knocks him 
downe at the firſt blow, or elſe takes his treaſure 
without any reſiſtance ; butthe godly like a ſo- 
ber man ſuſpeRs athecfe before hand, hath: his 


weapons ready, ſtands vpon his guard, and 
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fights ſo long as hee can ſtand, he will plead for 
trurh ; ſtand for the truth of heauen, cry out of 
theft til che deuil hath cither gag'd hitn by feare 
or cheated him by craft, 

Theſecond is in the very foyle,a wicked man 
is a meerecoward, when the deuill hath bound 
him,hcedares nor ſtirre, nor moue an eyc, nor 
breathe,bur lics as if hee were quite dead, as in- 
deed he is, But contrarily,a godly man, though 
he be bound and raken priſoner, yet heis ſuſtai- 
ned with a ſecret hope ;z and though in a paſſion 
he will ſay, he hall dye the deuils priſoner, yer 
anon will corre himſelfe : againe, though the 
deuill ſtand ouer him, as if he would cur his 
throat in caſe he ftird;yert now and then hce will 
ſigh & ſtealea looke rowards heauen, and giue a 
e1rdto get from Sathan : nay, though the deuill 
hath ſo guld him, that now hee is made for his 
{ide,& wholly bends himſelf ro plead the deuils 
cauſe againſt God and thetruth ir ſelfe, yer is 
there an holy ſeedabiding in him, anda ſparke 
of hcauen, which will efttoones vrrer it ſelfe to 
the cye of others,though notto his feeling. 

Therthirdis inthe iflueand deliverance: when 
the deuill ſeizes vpon the reprobareghee carries 
him quite away into his owne counttey, as wee 
ſec in /a444, Butthough hee foyle, and binde, 
and carry away capuuc the godly man, yet 
Chriſt(the Capraine of the Lords hoſts ) comes 
to his ſuccour,and reſcues him firſt or laſt, ſome- 
times the dcuill is got tothe gates ot death, of 
he}, 
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hcll ſometimes he hath halfe cxecvted the pri- 
ſoner cre ſuccovr comes; yet then comes com- 
fort vpon the wings otthe winde , the heauenly 
ſouldiers carry the (oule ro heauen, which the 
Deuill had deſtinated to hell : thus the Lord be- 
fore the foile helpes,in the foile ſuſtaines, after 
the foile redecmcs his priſoner. But thus ir is 
not with «dz, with any reprobate; the firſt 
blow ſmites him downe, the ſecond makes him 
yeeld,the third kils him out-right : /a4 is my 
watrant on the one (ide, 106 ſhould haue beene 
on the other,if I could haue ſtayed : but a word 
or two by way of application,and youare caſed 
of me. 

Is it thus with wicked men, thatthey carue all 
the beſt from themſelues © This may leſſon in 
two words two forts of men, Firſt, Hearers, 
they muſt nor pleaſe themſclues ( as moſt doe ) 
with a forme , but muſt (as all ſhould ) labour 
for the power of godlineſic intheir liues;he that 
is wiſe,lct him be wiſe for himſcife, and he that 
will haue comfort in time of trouble, let him 
make it his owne in time of peace and truce,el(e 
what will itauaile him ro comfort others, and 
ſinke himſelfe, to haue that tor others, which 
himſelte hath leaſt yſc of 2 

The ſecond fort are Preachers,and hereall of 


" this rank mult be. intreated to preach wirh the 


hearr,as-we!ll 28 with the tx-2d; to tall-ro them- 
ſelues,as well as carue toothers; paintullſtudie 
before-hand,anda clcanly conucyance ot mat- 
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ters ſo ſtudied, are things which my ſoule can 
ſooner reuerence,than reach vato : 'I am fo far 
from diſliking cither (tudic ia priuate, or order 
in publike, or from thinking thoſethe beſt Ser- 
mons that are mot ſudden,thatI haue ever held 
ita prophaning of the Word, to handle it negli- 
gently : I know mens gifts and occaſions are ve- 
ry different, ſome haue more leiſure to contriue, 
more ſufficiencie topurt off their matter, than 
other ſome : 1 know alſo, that God will ſome- 
time abaſc his children in the very time of de. 
liuery, when they arebeſt prouided ; that fo he 
might be acknowledged and ſought vnto, both 
in ſtudy and Pulpit, And therefore when we of 
the lower forme doe ſhew faithfulneſſc ro our 
meaſure, it (hall be your part to giue vsrhat ac- 
ceptance that God himſelte doth. Notwith- 
ſtanding all this, I hauc cuer deemed ir a moſt 
ſhamefull thing for a man whereſocucr(cſpeci- 
ally in ſucha place as this, where hee hath fo 
muchrime,ſo many helpes,ſo vaderſtanding an 
auditory)tolye hewing ata text as if hee would 
lame it,through his meere negligence, and not 
any natural defeR. Let menthen ſtudy as much 
as they will before-hand(the more the better, if 
Gods glory be their aime ) yea & deliver it with 
the belt art and eloquencethey can,ſo they re- 
member that it is the beſt art ro conceale Art,as 
e Orator ſpeakes, and the beſt eloquence that 
wes naturally,and is not forced,(as cuer a na- 


.tiue beauty is better than a painted face.) But 
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withall let vs remember what Berzard faith ( if 
that booke De Conſcientia be his)that all bookes 
are written to informe and amend this one 
booke of the Conſcience, all our reading, hea- 
ring, preaching, learning, moſt meet in this 
point ; our aime in all muſt be our owneand 0- 
thers reformation: therefore muſt we reade,ſtu- 
dy,preach,that our liues may be amended ; all 
muſtbe referred to ation, we mult not dwell 
inthe porch of ſpeculation; what then we reade 
from others,let vs make it our owne for pratiſe 
and when we beto preach, let vs draw our mat- 
tcr deeper than the head, and fetch ir further 
than from a booke; let vs ſpeake out of our own 
feeling, and from our owne experience. Like 
good Phyſicians, ler vs firſt praftiſe vpon our 
ſelues,and like kind nurſes feed our hearers with 
that wee haue caten and made our qwne;then 
ſhall our hearers hearts anſwer ours, as one 
Spring doth another, andthart ſhall they teele in 
their ſoules,which comes feelingly and heartily 
from ours; then againe ſhall wee haue ſo many 
arguments of comfort toour ſelues, as wee haue 
framed toothers, and reape with others, that 
which we haue ſowen to others;whereas,other- 
wiſe if we take vpall vpon traſt from othermen 
and hane not graceto preach to our own hearts 
in ſecret, before we come in publique, we ma 
(perchance)ſpeake _ y, but not powertul- 
ly,orifto others edifying, yet to our owne no 
great comfort. Butatter a fine diſcourſe of pa- 
tience 
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tience we ſhall be ſtill froward ; of humility we 


ſhall be ſtillproud, of couctouſneſle ſtill world- 


ly,of the mercies of God ſtill comfortlefſe: Oh 
then let heart,tand rongue, andlifeagree toge- 
ther as they ſhould in Chriſts Miniſters, as /e- 
rome ſpeaks,and let vs with Pea/club down our 
ownebodies, leſt when wee haue preacht to 0- 
thers,we our {clues be reproucable. 

Now the cuer bleſſed God which hath giuen 
vsto heare,giue vs alſo to obey his holy Word, 
Lord heale vs of the faults reproued in vs,helpe 
vstodoethe duties laid before vs ;make vs con- 

ſcionable in our dealings with men,carefull 

to keepe our peace with thee,wiſe to 
ſaue our owne foules,through 
Chrift our onely Sauiour. 
To whom &c, 
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THE THIRD SERMON. 


AcTs 24.16, 
And herein doI exerciſe my ſelfe to haue al- 
waies a ( onſcience voyde of offence to- 
ward God, and toward men, | 
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wipes away the Lawyers aſperſions in particu- 
lar, 2. giues account of his life in the generall, 
And here(for here lyes our buſineſle atthis time) 
he dothtwo things, 1.he giues vs a ſumme of his 
Faith,verſ:14.15. 2.0t his Life,ver/. 16.In point 
of Faith and Profeſſion Paul and we agree, in 
Life and Practice we are far wide ; and therefore 
we will dwell vponthat this houre. This verſe 
then containes the briefe and mapot Pauls life , 
where firſt note hisaRtion(exerci/e) Secondly,the 
ſubicR of it, Paws ſelfe, Thirdly, the obic of 
it, his conſcience. Fourthly, the end of it,to haue 
- voyde of offence in all caſes, towards all per- 
ONS. 

For the firſt, Pau! doth as Sa/omen bids him, 
ſet his bones to worke, and all his ſtrength. Time 
he neither idles nor ſleights, but vies both dili- 
gence, Skill and conſtancy together ; for all theſe 
are wrapt vp in his word. 

For the ſecond, Hethought it beſt husbandry 
to till his own ground, beſt policic to bee wiſe 
for himſclfe, and to keepe home, and therefore 
he takes himſelfe to taske, and becomes his own 
Phyſitian. 

Andinthethird place,becauſetis as good doe 
nothing as nothing to the purpoſe, hee makes 
choyce of a good ſubiet to worke vpon (com- 
ſcience.) Conſcience isathing much talked of, but 
little knowne, and yet lefle practiſed than vnder- 
Rood.I meanc nota ſchoole LecQure,or _ 
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phicall Diſcourſe, yer muſt I expound my Text. 
Conſcience is conſidered two wayes ; one way by 
Philoſsphers,another way by Diuines. Philoſo- 
phy and naturall Learning bring vs thus far ac- 
quainted with the nature of Conſcience : i. the 
Maſters hereof (for the moſt part of them) make 
the Soulea building conſiſting of many roomes, 
ſome higher, ſome lower; whereofthe higheſt is 
the vndetſtanding, This vnderſtanding iscither 
ſpeculatiue, containing ſome gen notions 
and principles of truth, or praQticall, containing 
the like —natolen and axiomes of good things: 
for atthe firſt there were(nay ſtill there are)ſome 
gencrall principles, belonging partly to know- 
ledge,partly to practice, left in the ſoule of man. 
Now to this latter, belongs (in their judgement) 
Conſcience, whole office isto reaſon & diſcourſe 
and therfore belongs to the vnderſtanding: And 
its workelyes aboutthat which is good or bad, 
at leaſt doable ; and therefore belongs to that 
part or reſpect ofthe vaderſtanding which js ter- 
med practicall, 

In this there is conſiderable, 't. the nature, 
2.the working of Cexſcience.. The nature;lothey 
conceit ofit,as of a naturall faculty in the vnder- 
ſtanding only or chiefly. Forthe working, it ac» 
compliſhes its own operations, and driues them 
to an iſſue by diſcourſe, thus 3 That which I 
would not haue done to mee, I muſt not doeto 
others : I wouldnot _ wrong done to mee g 
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therefore &c. This conclufion,is a concluſion of 
Conſcience ; and forthe premiſles they haue in 
theirdiſtin diſcourſes ſcuerall termes : bur of 
them enough, 
2 For Duwwines; We may diftinguiſh them into 
two fourmes : i. lomeare pen men of holy Writ, 
ſome only of priuate bookes. Theſe lattcrare not 
ſo attentive totheterme as to the thing;andther- 
fore they call ſometimes the power of ſo reaſo- 
ning,ſomtimes the whole realon and [yllogiſme, 
ſometimes each propoſition apart, ſometime the 
effec and conſequent following ſuch an applica» 
tion and concluſion, by the name of Conſcience. 
But now come to the inſpired Prophets and A- 
poſtles,and there the word is vied(asother words 
of like nature in like caſes are)two wales; 1.more 
ſtritly and properly, when it is ioyned with 0- 


ther faculties of the ſaulc,as Ti.1.15. 17im.1.5 


Clnen. 4:xit Tnthe firſt itis differenced from the mind, inthe 
conſcuntiam \atter from the will. 2 More largely,when tis pur 
ments w#/ire 11one , and ſo it ſtands for the whole heart, ſoule 


7c 


and ſpiritworking inwardly vpon itſelfe by way 
of reflexe. Sothe Hebrews generally ſpake,ma- 
king heart, ſpirit, ſouke,conſcience;all one,eſpe- 
cially thetwo former. So 1ob» ſpeakesin his firſt 
Epiſtle. Thus the word is here vſcd,beingrefer- 
red both to God and man. - Paws conſcience, 


hratr; andfpitit ſound one and thefamething in 
this phce zthe difference at the moft is buit in the 


manner of confidering. 
Well 
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Well, what would Pa#/ with his Conſcience ? 
he would haue it w%4e of offence : hee would goe 
an end inthe wayes of God, without halting, 
without ſtumbling ; for thats his alluſion. A wile 
Traucller, in arough way, is loth to oftend his 
foot, leſt that offend him: Pawlis the ſame for his 
conſcrence ; by no mceanes would he wound that, 
leſt that ſhould wound him. Hence his ſtudies 
keepe his Conſcience woyde of offence : Offence I 
ſay,firſt paſſe: whercby his ſpirit might be grie- 
ued ; ſecondly,atiue : whereby his ſpirit might 
gricue cither himſclte or others vnſcaſonably. 
This was his ſtudy, & thus inoffenſiue & ſtraight 
hee would be with all perſons (God and Man) {0 
that his Conſczence ſhould not bee vpon: him for 
falrring with cither,and(in all caſes,by all means, 


or at all times) as his words may indifferently be tld 


conſtrucd. Thus liued Paw! atlaft, who was ſo 
wildear firſt : why ſhould wedeſpaire, Hauing 
the ſame Chirurgian? But of the words ſo much» 
Now for Inſtructions : your ſeluesſce many, let 
mecommend the mainevnto yed}; and binde vp 
all in this one. 

Def. Chriſtians muſt haue a ſpeciall care of 
themſelues,that they doe not in any thing offend 
their own conſciences, Tokeepthe Conſcience 
from offence and hurr,muſt be the taske ofeuc 
Saint, Looke how charie a proude Woman 1s 
of her beautie, a wiſe man of his eye,a'weak man 
of his ſtomacke ; ſo (and much more than ſo) 

A 3 ſhould 
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Pauls (onfidence. 
ſhould a Chriſtian man be carefull of his Conſci» 
ence,of his heart, Will you precept for this? S4- 
lomon ſpeakes home, Pro. 4.2 3.Avoue all watchings 
watch the beert e#c. That's the tower that com- 
mands,andConſcience is one of the Iewels thars 
there lodged. Will you example © One Paw! is 
ſufficient : He was once auerſe enough, bur after 
conuerſion (in point of faith) hee wasall for 


Chriſt, (in point of life)all for conſcience, 6.23, 
Heb.13.18. Will you reaſons? There are enow 


both forthe one and the other, namely, for hee- * 


ding the Conſcience firſt; andeach man his own 
next.For the firſt, wee will out of many cull bur 
two reaſons. a 

Resſ.1. Giue the Conſcience content and reſt, 
and it will pay thee a hundred fold, and proueto 
thee (nextto God its Maſter) the greateſt friend 
in the world : i. thetrueſt friendep whereas 0+ 
thers are ſometimes too ſhort in reproofes, ſom- 
time in comforts mutter, and will not ſpeak our, 
but thinke more than theyle ſay, and ſay moreto 
othersthan to thy face , this friend Conſcience 
(ifthou deale friendly with it)wil deale friendly 
withthee, This will round thee in the care,and 
ſay, This is well, howeuer it betaken; andthere» 
fore be not diſcouraged : this is naught,howeuer 
applanded or painted it is ſtark ſtaring naugir, 
pride, hypocrifie 8c. therefore amend. Ah(bre- 
thren!)as no friend lyes ſo ncer vs,and can ſound 


vs ſo well as conſcience, ſo none will deale fo 
plainly 
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Pauls (confidence. 7 } 
plainely with vs, if wedoenotoffendit, nl 
2 Conſcienceis the faſteſt friend in the world. | 
Others goe and come, and ſtand afar off, now at 
hand,now I know not where ; butconſcience is 
no ſtarter,its neuer from our fdes,out of our bo- 
ſomes : it rides with vs,it ſits with vs,it lyes with 
vs,it ſleeps,it wakes with vs: & as it ca» ſay much 
from God and of vs,ſo it willit not offended, 

3 Theſwecteſt friend inthe world. A good 
chearfull heart(ſaithS«/omon)isa continuall feaſt, 
Oh then a ſatisfied and pacified conſcience,whart | 
is that * what joyes bee thoſe which will carry a 
: man out ofthe earth, and make him ſay, Though 

| I have wife, children, friendes, wealth, houſe, 


, health, caſe, honour,&c. after my own heart, yet - 
» theſe arenothing to my contentments within 2 - 
{ What ioies are thoſe that will make one ſing D 
ha vnderthe Whippe, at the Stake, in the Flames ? D. 
F Oh Conſcience, thou haſt a ſpeciall gift in com- 12 
. forting, that canſt make the paricnr laugh, when d. 


the ſpeRators weepe and carrie ftraile fleſh ſing- 
_ ing and reioycing through a world of bonds, 
rods,{words,racks,wheeles, flames, ſtrappado's! 
d theſe ioyes be ſtrong, vnſpeakable indeede, this | 
peace paſſing mans vnderſtanding &c. #hi/.4. 
4 Theſu 
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'T reft friende in the world. Other 
n friends loue not to ceme toa ſick mans bed fide, 
Co or if ſo, they cannot abide to heare his groancs, 
- to ſcea dead man, at the moſt they can but fol- 
ly 
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low oneto the graue: but Conſcience will make 
ones 
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ones bed in fickneſle, & cauſe himto lye the ſof- 
ter ; will ſtand by him when he groanes, and doe 
him comfort;w:i! hearten him vpon death,when 
its comming ; and iay, Thy Redeemer liueth , 
will whiſper to him when departing ; and ſay, 
Thy warfare is accompliſhed, will lodge the bo- 
dicin graucas ina bed ; manne the [{oule to hea- 
ven, and make him ablcto looke God inthe face 
without any terrour : So faſt a friend is this, that 
when riches, husband, parents, friends, breath, 
life;nay patience,hope,taith,haue left vs,in ſome 
meaſure, this will not leaue vs. And would not 
{uchafriend,a friend ſo truc,firme,kinde,ſfure,be 
much made of © ſhall ſuch a one be offended ? 

Reaſ.2, TheConſcience offended becomes the 
ſoreſt enemic. The greateſt friends are bittereſt 
focs when once diuided:no wars to ciuill,to do- 
meſticall warres. The neererthe worſe : and the 
conſcience is neereſt; and therfore (it an enemy) 
the heauieſt. 

For this enemy is, 1.vnauoydable. Others may 
be kept off with ſtrength, or put off with kill : 
but ſo will not conſcicnce ; no barres, no bolts, 
no bulwarkes, can keepe that from thy table, thy 
bed. Be{ſbazzaer may ſooner keepe out ten thou- 
ſand Medes,than one conſcience: That will paſſe 
through all his Officers to his Preſence, and in 
the face of his Nobles and Concubines arreſt 
him, and ſhake him in deſpight of his ſecuririe, 
Nor will this watchtfull Othcer bee _ 
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bundleof diſtinRtions and cuafions. When God 
ſers it on worke, it marchcth furiouſly like 1chs, 
& will take thee vp with hisanſwer, What peace, 
ſo longasthy whooredome and finnes remaine*” 
As theres no reſpondent like conſcience, ſono 
obicfter likerorhat, A man may make a ſhift 
with a wrangling Sophiſter,withthe Diuel him- 
ſclfe, better chan with his Conſcience, For no 
Dinell knowesthat by mee, which 1 doe by my 
ſclfke : And the conſcience ſhall haue hearing, 
when the Diucll ſh1ll not, for conſcience is the 
Kings Sollicitor,and ſpeaks forthe great King. 
2. Thisencmie is vnſufferable : it ſtrips vs at 
one ſtroke of all other comfort. A ſicke tomack 
makes one wearie of his bed, chaire, chamber, 
houſe, meats, drinkes ; yea, that meare that be- 
fore much pleaſed, now cncreaſeth his ſickneſſe: 
So dotha ficke conſcience, it takes away the rel. 
liſh of all naturall comforts, of all (pirituall ex- 
erciſes and ordinances ; and makes one a bur- 
then and terrour to himſelfe, 2. ir fils one full 
of horrours and vnhappineſſe. A wounded ſpirit 
whocan begre 2 the Stone, Goure, Strangurie, 
whocan beare ? Yes, &c., But when the pillars 


* are ſhaken, that which ſhould beare yp all is 


wounded; when the heauens fight againſt a man, 
and a poore creature muſt wreſtle with infinite 
juſtice, power, &c. oh how hard isthis £ The 
wrath of a King isterrible, therage of Scas, of 
Fires, of Lyons ; butſtill here is creature againſt 
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10 auls Confidence. 
creature, weake to weake : but who knowes the 
power of Gods anger ! ?/a/.90, Who can ſtand 
before that conſuming fire ? not Men, not 
Mountaines, not Angels. Theterrours of God 
and anguiſh of ſpirit caſts the Diuell himſelfe in- 
toa frenzic, and makes !1im mad ; nay, a woun- 
ded ſpirit made the Heire ot all chings vtter his 
ericfecs in theſe ſad termes, ( 4y God,my God,coe.) 
That whicha thouſand mockes, tenne thouſand 
priſons and perſecutions could not haue done , 
this one alone, whennothing elſc ailed him, was 
able to efteR : and therefore good reaſon haue 
wetoguard this part, and to giue our ſpirits no 
occaſion ofgriefe. And for theirſ theſe Reaſons 
ſhall ſeruethe turne. 

Now touching the ſecond. Euery man muſt 
keepe his owne vine, and pleaſe his owne con - 
ſcience. Why 2 Hold ſtill whileſt I poure in theſe 
Reaſons, becauſe Iam inhaſte. r. Tis fir thar e- 
wery onc ſhould be beſt ſcene in hisowne Booke: 
andtis athouland pitics, that in this bookiſh age, 
this Book of Conſcience is leaſt ſtudicd. 2.This 
is a mecare-ſtone that diuides the Chriſtian & the 
Hypocrite, The Hypocritcs knowledge runnes 
outward and fromward, the Chriſtians lookes 
inward and refle&tsvpon it ſelfe; the ones his (ci- 
ence, the others conſcience ; the one loues to be 
doing with other mens conſciences, the other 
with his owne. 3. Heresthetriall of a mans wiſ- 
dome, Hethats wilc (ſaith $«/omos) will be wiſe 
| for 
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for himſclfe;and, The righteous hath care of his 
owne ſoule, 4. This watching at home, keepes 
out pride, iucging in buſineſſes abroade, makes 
one quiet with others, tame in himſelte, low and 
baſe before God in his owne eyes. But wee muſt 
away. 5. He will bee a ſorry Phyſitian ro others 
that hathneucr practiſed vpon himſelfe in this 
kinde &c, 
Yſe 1.Heres matter of complaint and chiding. 
I told yon at firſt, that we are of Pexls Faith, not 
of this Life. Tis true in this ſenſe; Pal prof. fic d 
the truth of Chriſt, ſo doe we , hee called vpon 
Gods Name,fo we , he gaue aſſent to the Word 
written,ſo wee; hee apprehended a life ro come 
andreſurretion, fo wee : Bur now Pal dwels 
not in proteſtations and ſpecularions , but hee 
comes to practice, to conſerence : here wee leaue 
him. Inthis age conſcience is vſed as loue is: 
Weſpendallin words, and ſend it _— com- 
plements; we keep none our ſelues, we haue (our 
exerciſes)now ; but they arc exerciſes of bodie, 
of eſtate,of wit,of memoric, of learning, they 
beenot exerciſes of conſcience. No ſooner can 
you namethething before ſome kinde of Scho- 
lers,bur they are preſently diſputing, What think 
you? Is conſciencean a, an habir, ora facultie, 
or the whole ſoule with its eyes inward? or what 
isit © They ſpend thetime in ceining ir, rather 
thai in refining and reforming it,  Hereof 
comes it,thatwien they ate ſent for to a ficke pa- 
B 2 tient, 
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12 Pauls Confidence. 
rent, they be as farreto ſecke, as that Phyſician 
who hath read much, but praQtiſed nothing: and 
for the many;once mention conſcience,and they 
will quickely put you by with a rude Prouerb, 
That conſcience was hanged a great while agoe, 
Thus the terme is now growne odious,the thing 
it ſelfe a meere ſtranger. Certainely,tis few mens 
exerciſe troſtudy conſcience, their (owne) con- 
ſcience. Indeede Flyecs are buſic about others 
ſores,& ſoisthe world about others conſciences, 
Euery one now isa maſter, nay one man is many 
maſters. He will fit and keepe Court inthe con- 
ſcience of a thouſand; Lord it ouer his brethren, 
his betrers ; iudgingall callings, all profeſſions, 
all conſciences, but his owne. I will not ſpend 
breathvpon ſuch as barke at all good, becauſe 
they would hauc none in the world. I wiſh that 
all the paines of ſome Profeſſors were not ſpent 
inthis ; euecn in rifling others conſciences,rather 
than their owne, Religion,religion is ſomething 
elſe than a iudging of other men. After meate, 
the heate ſhould repayre homeward , not flye as 
farre off from the heart and ftomack,as the body 
will bearc it : and when we haue heard a Sermon 
of conſcience,we ſhould recoile ypon our ſelues, 
with, What hauc I done 2 or, What ſhall I doe 2 
not looke ypon anether, and carueall tohim ; 
much leſle lye ypon them who ſtand as farre off 
vs, astheKin land, Oh mea yawiſe, whe 
arc more troubled mwichothersdiſcaſes than their 
own, 
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ownezand more deſirous of peace intheir neigh- 
bours houſes than at home. Well, Pau! would 
haue bcene ſorry to ſee his neighbour ſuffer ſhip- 
wracke ? but yet hce is moſt charie of his owne 
veſſell, leſt chat ſhould daſh and reccine ſome 
bruiſe : by no meanes would he hauc his conſci- 
ence offended. Bur out ypon ſuch Chriſtians as 
this age brings forth; feare of man, hope of gain, 
louc of honour,of caſc,of fauour,will make them 
run ouer their conſcience and all Gods mounds, 
Rather than the man will endure the frownes of 
his Maſter,the wife of herHusband,the tenant of 
his Landlord, he will lye,coufin,ſweare, runne, 
ride, doe any thing on the Sabbath: nay,for one 
pound, ſhilling,groat,penny,you may hyre a man 
ro gath his conſcience, ſo little care hane men of 
giuing it offence, But how farre ſtretches Pauls 
care? Toall caſes,toall perſons. To all: To all 
certainly,atall times: firſt, towards God, ſecond- 
Iy, towards man. Towards God : Marke this all 
yee Ciuilians, thatcry out as Nebuchednezzar, 
Das.3.0f diſorder, ſo ye of Conſcience, Whar 
conſcience, what conſcience when you are 
worlſt your ſelues. A good conſcience muſt be- 
gin with God ; you neither begin norend there. 
A mecrecarnall ciuill man isall for man,nothing 
for God : he payes men their owne, lives quietly 
and fairely tothe world-ward, and therefore 
thinks himſclfea man of conſcience.. Bur what 
gaaſcienceisinthis,todeale wel with the ded 
B 3 an 


od \& \\ 


W; 
S\ /\\&f 


— 7 
[ / 


Þ 
I 
Þ 
» 
Y 
£ 
Y 


Pauls ( onfidence. 
and not with the Prince 2 What conſciencein 
breaking the firſt article of agreement betweene 
Godand Man, which is, to know him * Whar 
conſcience to dwell in Gods houle and pay him 
no rent , to enter into bonds,and neuer thinke of 
payment zto ſmire God with oathes for mans of- 
tences; ro ſteale away time from God, when he 
hath giuenvs much 2 Shew meea meere carnall 
Ciuill man that makes conſcience of the firſt, ſe- 
cond, third, or fourrh Commandement , of get- 
ting knowledge; of ſetting vp God in his houſe; 
of torbcaringan oath; ot keeping the Sabbath, 
&c, Verily,where there is no God, therecan be 
noconſcience ; And ſucha man is without God 
in the world, 

For the ſecond, Pawls conſcience reacht to 
men alſo, Let allProfcſlors(as they wilbe called) 
note this, A good conſcience begins with God, 
burends in man. A conſcionableman,as he muft 
bcea proteſſor,hearer, louer of the Word, a kgy- 
per of the Sabbath,a zealous obſcruer of the firſt 
Table: ſo muſt he be a peaceablc,iuſt,ſober,ftree, 
kinde, honeft man, and dealc ſquarcly with all 
men. Thus irſhould bee : Bur O Timcs,O man- 
ners | now Profcihon is become loxthſome; and, 
to ſay the truth, the behauiour of many is ſuch, 
that it would make an vnſcttled man call into 
queſtion all Profeſſion, all Religion, all Conſci- 
ence almoſt, We talke of Coni{cience,but where 
is It * who makes conſcience of his _ e 
wad 
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who of hisbargaines? who of his place or pro- 
miſe * Eucry man crycs out of other : bur who 
diſcharges his owne part £ Wee haue a ſaying in 
Gods Book, He that prouidcs not for his kindred 
is worſethan an Infidell, What cares therichit 
his poore kinſman ſtarue ? Wee hauea precepr, 
Husbands loue your wiucs : What conſcicnce is 
made of this? We haue a commandement, Speak 
not euill of theruler : We hauc acharge, Doc 
good againſt cuill : A charge, Toyle notto bee 
rich,Defraud not, Whiſper aor,&c,A command, 
Berich in good workes : Faſhion not your ſclues 
tothe world : What ſhall's fay rothelſethings 2 
Is there any conſcience at all 7 any certainty in 
the Word atall*” any heauen,any hell *: What do 
we mean thus to flubber oucr matrers* If we be- 
Iccue nothing, meane nothing in good carneſt, 
why doe wee diſſemble * why forbeare weeany 
thing?If we be incarneſt in one commandement, 
why notin all:It in onething,why not in cucrie 
thing,as Paul was? Hee was ſtill like hinſelfe, at 
all times,in all caſes. We hauec our rcſcrucd cales. 
One wil be a Chriſtian,and a man of conſcicace: 
bur hee kath his infinnity , hee doth not loue his 
wife, Another will be your hearer : but hee muſt 
live by his trade, Athird will be your conuert,to 
you will helpe himto aboue ren in ththundred * 
the iuſt rare he likes not, it ſounds like Viuricgbut 
as much aboue as you can, with a good conſci- 
ence. A fourth will giue tomthing toa Preacher, 
vpon. 
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15 Pauls ( onfidence. 
vpon condition he may bear thePreachers purſe, 
and bee his Farmor, A fift will ride with you 
from morning to night ; ſo he may hold his fin- 
ger ſtill in other mens ſores. Away,Hypocrites, 
away, make no more profcſiion,talke no more of 
ir,til you meaneto be honeſter men;eyther ſhew 
vs Paxls conſcience,or none.If you cannotreach 
this here , yet you muſt thatthere, Heb.13.18, 
Deſirctoliue, &c. elſethere isnotruth in you, 
nocomfort for you, no heed to betaken of youz 
downe you will when a little preft, like a hollow 
wall, 

- 2 All yeof Peels Profeſſion, vic this exerciſe, 
ccaſc from others, beginne with your ſclues, 
trauell not ſo much for good houſes, good li- 
uings, good faces, good heads, as for good con- 
ſciences ; ſeeke nor ſo much the fauour of the 
world, the countenance of Princes, as of your 
owne conſcience. Here ſtudie,here {weate,here 
labourto 26s blamelefle. O the peace 
of a quict and well pleaſed conſcience is great ! 
the boldneflc of himthat hath ir,isgrear ; heeats 


- well, ſleepes well, dwels well, liues well, hee is 


in much ſafety, hee can hold vp his face ioyfully 
before aworld of accuſers. So is notthe vncon- 
ſcionable : Euery buſh is a man, cucry man an 
enemy, cuery leafe an executioner- A ſound of 
fearc is in his cares, and the noyſe of troubles 
makes him aske, Whocan ſtand before a conti- 
auall burning? As for libertic,thats loſt: he muſt 
not 
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he muſt be a ſeruant to euery one, of- whom hee 

would borrow a good word. For the purpoſe : 

Say a man be couctous ; how muſt he crouch to 

euery one for his word 2 how many apologies 

and excuſcs muſt he drop at euery doore * wher- 
as agood cbnſcience concludes, I haue done my 
beſt ; andnow letthem ſay their worſt, I will 
weare itasa Crowne, Well then, fith ſo many 

{weete things be bound vp in conſcience, peace, 
comtfort,courage,libertic ; eſteemeit highly,and 

relolue with Pa4, I had rather dye than loſe my 

reloycing this way. Loſe itif youwill not,take 
vp his excrciſe,and keep it from;offence. Which 
thatyon may doc, I will ſhew;you theſethings : 

1. Whatit isto offchd the conſcience: 2.what 
be the degrees of this offence: 3,what the means 
whereby :! 4. what the remedics : 5. whatthe 
lets in the vſe of theſe remedies. 

' Firſt,to offend the conſcience,isto trouble the 
welfare of it. The footis then offended,when the 
health of itis impeached, and the exerciſe of it 
hindered,that eyther it cannot ſtirre at all,or not 
ftraightly,and with -- eaſe, Thinke,the ſame of 
conſcience: the healt 
the clearcneſle of it: 2. inthe goodneſle of ir : 
3.-inthe liuclineſſe and ſenſibleneſle of ir, as tis 
in theeye : The clearcneſle of it is double, 1.0p- 
poſed ro ignorance and deluſion ; 2. to hypo- 
criſic and talſceneſſe, The goodneſle of it ſtands 
| C an 
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| notſpeak againſt others, leſt they ſtop his mouth: 
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inthe quietnefſeand peace of it : Andthereto is 
oppoſed, 1.atroubled conſcience, and 2. a be- 
nummedconſcience. The tenderneſle of the 
conſcience, is its quickneſſe in apprehending its 
owneeſtate, and iudging of its owne doings : 
Whereto is oppoſed 1. afleepy, 2. a deadand 
ſeared conſcience. When any thing is done or 
left yndone,whereby the clearenefle, quictnefſe, 
or working of the conſcienceis any way impea- 
ched, then conſcience is offended, 

Secondly, the degrees of theſe offences are di- 
uers, a5 a man may more or leſſe wound his foot 
againſt aſtone. 1. T here is atempting ofthe con. 
ſcience : when a man vnreſolued of the lawful- 
nefle of a thing, venters vpon it as ypon meat ne- 
uer trycd before : 2.a wounding of the conſci- 
ence : whenaman for feare, hope, &c. dotha 
thing againſt knowled2e : 3. a killing of it: when 
he trades in knowne fins,of purpoſcto paue and 
brawne his conſcience. 

Thirdly, the meanes, whereby the conſcience 
comesto be offended is double - r. when we are 
wanting to it : 2,when wrongfull toit, Wanting, 
when we do not watch and f{auethe conſcience, 

"as we doe the eye from duft : 2,when we doe not 
ſpeedily looke to wounds, if any. If anything 
breed inthe eye,it may ſoone bee loſt : The con- 
ſcience jga veſſel! that muſt bee waſht daily (as 
dime Ges bec)Yand that by Repentance and 


Faith, 
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Pauls Confidence, I9 
3. When wee doe not ſtabliſh the heart and 


conſcience, A weake childe ſoone ſtumbles,vn- 
teſſe vpheld; ſoconſcience.This muſt be vphcld 
firſt, by grace, ſecondly,by conference &c. 

2 Wrongfull roit ; 3. when wee hinder the 
worke of it : for cuery thing delights in ating 
its owne operations : 2. when we force fin ypon 
it againſt :lighr of nature or grace, eſpecially 
grolle ſinnes, 

Fourthly,the Remedies : 1. Pacific it ; not by 
dawbing &c. but by Gods meanes. 1. The fione 
offending muſt bee reverſed ; as meate that will 
not be digeſted: it ſtickes as an arrow in the fleſh, 
that muſt be pluckt out by Repentance and Saril- 
fation, 2.Chriſts blood applyed,the only faluc 
for aſick ſoule, 2. When reconciled, peace muſt 
be maintained, Here take theſe rules : 1. doe no» 
ching wilfully againſt conſcience : 2. nothing 
doubtingly when reſolution may be had : 3. no- 
thing blindly : far mcate vawitringly taken, may 
after trouble. 

Fiftly, thus you ſee direQions. Tothe end 
that you may practife,remoue 1. lets; which are 
of rwo hooks: r.want of will, 2. wantof skill. 
The firſt ariſes from three wants, 1.0f faith,as if 
the courſe were vnprofitable ; 2.of loue to Gods 
truth, man,&c, 3.of truth and vprightnefle : we 
had rather be hypocrites than otherwiſe &c.See 
all, 1 Tiwm.1.5, 2. Wantof $kill; which ariſes 
1.fromwantof _— he Werkamend 
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20 Panls Confidence. 
of experience, 3. want of "exerciſe &c. 

Then ſith in this veſſell (Conſcience) yes all 
our treaſure, faith, lifc it ſelte, &c, therefore pre- 
ſerue it well, ger over all difficulties, helpe faith, 
loue,truth &c. vſe all mcanes &c.tollow Paul till 
thou canſt ſay with him, I deſire to keepe a good 
Conſcience. 

2 Apology for ſuch as ſtand ypon Conſcience, 
Theſe are the worlds fooles ; but tis no matter, 
they areGods iewels and delight:and when they 
ſtand,as Pasl,before the tudgement ſeat of man, 
nay of God, they ſhall finde a good conſciencea 
berrer breſt-plate and buckler than a world of 
wealth. Onely be ſure ofthis; 1.that tis conſci- 
ence.There be two things in the world that look 
a little like it,but are not conſcience: 1,Cuſtome, 
which breeds in blinde men,Popiſh perſons,and 
moſt ynregenerate men, who haue had govd 
breeding, akind of trouble and regret , which is 
no more conſcience than the aking of the ſto- 
mack when it wants its ſet meales. 2. Prejudice 
& conceit, whena man vpon ſome preſumptions 
and probabilities hath pitcht vpon.a conclaſion, 
(enherfor or againſt s thing)and will not bee re- 
moucd. True conſcience differs from both rheſe: 
For firſt, that knowes it gronad , ſecondly, that 
ground is.ſome Scripture : which becauſe it may 
be :haply miſtaken, therefore confcience is ener 
tcachable, as willing to heave asto ſpeake,to'lay 

downe ast9 take vp an opinion, Not fo = o- 
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ther : they are violent if oppoſed, andeuery man 
thatthinksnot asthey thinke, wants judgement, 
ortruth, or both. 2. This conſcience muſt be 
cleere towards God and man, and haue both ir 
eyes. What hath the hypocrite todoe with con- 
ſcience? A man of conſcience muſt and vſually 
will be ſuteable and chroughout orderly; though 
I doubt not, but that there is a partial hypocriſte, 
as wel as ignorance in ſome men at all times, and 
inall men, eucn in Saints, at ſome times. 3. Ir 
muſt be our own conſcience,as Paul here ſpeaks: 
and fourthly,to make an end, a good conſcience 
muſt bee qualified as is heauenly wiſedome (for 
this isa great part of it.) How is that * St. /ames 
ſhewes it,chep.3.17. 1.pure in itſ{clfe,z.peaceto- 
wards others & itſelfe, 3.moderate, and notex- 
ating extremities, 4.teachable & caſteto be per- 
ſwaded, 5. pitifull and helpfull euery way. And 
as it muſt haue theſe excellencies, pA muſt ir bee 
voyde of partialitie in cauſes and perſons;and of 
hypocriſfic berweene God and it ſelfe, And hee 
that hath ſuch a conſcience, or labours for ſuch 
with Pals cxerciſes,ſhal hold out his profeſſion, 
& hold vp his face, when a thouſand others ſhall 
blaſt and wither, 
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PrxoOv.lS.14. 
The ſpirit of a man will ſuſtaine his infir. 
mitie: but a wounded ſpirit who can beare ? 


> His is a ſhort Text, but excee- 
ding rich ; the greateſt good & 
& cuill incident to man (in this 
Se. life) are matched rogether. | 
And it is done of purpoſe, that if 
ſocach mighr illuſtrate other. 
The commended good is fir(t 
delivered in theſe words, [The ſpirit of man will 
beare out his infirmitic :] La 
Thediſſwaded cuill is next ſubioyned,intheſe 
words [| Bat 6 wounded ſpirit who can beare ?] 
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2 A ſound Spirit deſcribed. 
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In the firſt, wee muſt take notice what the 
thing is whereof Sa/omen ſpeakes, and whar it is 
that is affirmed of it, The thing is [The ſpirit of 
men] man conſiſts of two parts, a bodic, and a 
ſoule ; which ſouleſometime from its ſpeciall 
ſcatis termed [ Heart, ] ſometime from its na- 
turall office and effects, life, ſoulc, breath , from 
its ſpirituall, is termed Conſcience, ſometime 
from irs caulſcs, ſpirir, (being for its matter not 
bodily, but ſpirituall) and for its originall, jn- 
{pircd and breathed. This ſoule and ſpirit of man 
being ſound and vawounded (for ſothe oppoſi- 
tion leads vsto take it) doth beare vp and beare 
out its cxtremitie:thar is the ſecond thing,where 
cuery word is weighty, and of great latitude. 
The ſpirit (of man) of cuery man (for ſo both 


”* Grammar and Logicke beare it here) beareth 


6221 


(with paticnce,ſtrength,comfort,conſtancie, till 


p< it hath borne one quite through) his wound and 


&s 


maladic, that which for the preſent the divine 
prouidence layes vpon him, his preſent burden 
(which cuer ſcemes the ſoreſt) what ever it bee, 
by whomſocuer inipoſcd, how long ſocuerit lye, 
whereſocuer it light, ſo long as the ſpirits-ſclfe 
remaines vawoundcd,it will beareit,and beare it 
againe moſt mantully,thisthe firſt thing the bleſ- 
ſing commended, « ſound ſpirit. 

. The Mileric deſcribed and diſiwaded is a 
wounded (pitir, oppoſed to the other: Firſt, inits 
affection (iris wounded, bruiſed,&c.) Seconid- 
ly, in its cftcR,it is vaſufferable, it cruſhes a man 
(any 


_—_ _ 0 ROY OO 
And differenced, 3 
(any man) (who can beare it?) That is to ay, 
none can.Forſo vſually (though not cuer) thoſe 
Rhetoricall queſtions muſt bee reſolued. If the 
queſtion bee negatiue(ſo to ſpeake)the anſwer is 
aftirmatiue, as in 7ob 31, 1s mot deftruttion to the 
wicked? The anſwer implycd is,Tes.Contrarily, 
if thequeſtion be affirmatiue,as #ho can beare tt * 
Theanlwerisnegatiuc, Nome cer. The oppolt- 
tion thenzs cleare, thereis a ſpirit, anda ſpirit, 
comfortable, and broken , the one cnables anic 
(the pooreſt man) ſtoutly ro endure any the 
greateſt miſery:the other ſo cruſhes the ſtouteſt, 
that hee cannot ſuſtaine himſelfe withour other 


preſlure in the midſt of all other naturall com- 
forts and contentments, 


For the firſt, the Dodtrine lyes before you, n,;21ize ; 
which isthis :; Thata comfortable ſpirit is va- p, ppgun- 


conquerable. ded. 


As none other good can matchit, ſono out- \ 
ward cuill can ouer-matchit, 


There is a three-fold comfort and content= =» 


ment which mans ſpirit is capable of. One natu- Expoynded 
þ4 


rall, arifing from the goodneſle of mans natu- 
rall temper1n bodice, blood, ſpirit, and which is 
that which beares the viuall name of cheare- 
fulnefle. | 
A ſecond morall, ariſing from theexercife of 
miorall-yertues (eſpecially- high and heroicall 
vertues)which breed a kinde of ſolace and con- 
tentment in the exerciſce,and worke delight. 
Thirdly,Spirituall, arifing from the _ 
D an 
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4 Thebenefits of a ſoundSpirit, 
and ſenſe of Gods holy Spirit curing vs, helping 
vs, aud ſealing vp tovs the cucrlaſting louc of 
God in Chriſt Icſus- 

The point muſt bee vnderſtood of this laſt, 
which cxcludcs notthe former, but eminently 
and vertually includes and containes them alſo. 

Thus then, that ſpirit which is ſupported by 
the Spirit of God, and comforted with the true 
conſolations of that Comforter, isinuincible : 
mans ſpirit (made comfortable with fſpirituall 
comforts) is vaconquerable, Indeedenaturall 
chcarefulnceſlſe may bee ouertopt with ſorrow, 
comforts ſpringing from a fairenefle of cariage, 
and freedome from ftaring finnes may ſoone bee 
daſhed,bur ſpirituall comtorts which grow from 
the apprehenſion of Godsloue, and aregroun- 
ded and built ypon God, are impregnable, 

The heart fortified withtheſe cannot be vtter- 
ly foiled ; ſuppoſe ruinours and feares beſiege 
him. Thepeace of God, and his peace with 
God, kcepes him in minde and heart; as ſafe as 
if he lay in garrilon,&c. Philip,q.7. He is as _ 
aS E!iſbain Dethan,or Dawid,whenin the middeſt 
of thouſangs he could ſlcepe and wake, and wake 
and ſleepc againe, #/al.3.5.6. 

Suppoſetroublesthrong in vpon him as faſt 
as vp0n.Jeb, troublcs in his eſtate, troubles in his 
houſe, troubles in his children, troubles in his 
bodic; ſo long as there is peace within, hee can 
iay, the Lord gaue children, the Lord gave cat- 
ell, the Lord gaue health, wealth, yea all he 


hath, 
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ObieAions anſwered. 5 


hath,and therefore with /obconcludes, The /ame 
band that firſt pane, hath now taken, and bleſſed be 
that hand, lob 1. 

—_— hell is let looſe vpon him, and the 
Deuill lets flip all his dogs at once, ſome barke, 
{ome bite, all chaſe and perſecute in all extre- 
mitie,; yet the comfortable ſpirit ſhrinkes nor, 
Pax is {cofted, hee beares ir, Paw is ſtocked, hee 
bearesit, whipped, hebears it, ſtoned,kie beares 
it : and howl pray you with head and ſhoul- 
ders? nay, with life and ſpirit : 1»ef zheſe, ſaith :,..2 
he, wee are conquerers, and 1 reioyce in my infirmi- * co, 
Fies,a1 —— aboand, ſo conſolations much moye; 
yea he ſings: true,a Pa» doth this;burt who cle 2 
why others alſo, as Ads 5.4. 

Obie, Theſe are men of extraordinary ſpi- 
rits, but what doc ordinary Chriftians? why,lce 
in Heb.t0.34.They were flouted, reproached,af- 
flicted, impuueriſhed, yertbearc it; and how 2? 
with ioy. And Heb.tt. ſec how they were vied, 
ſo perſecuted, as they were glad to liuc incaues, 
and dens of the carth, and wandered vp and 
downe in ſheep-skins, and Goars-skins, and ycr 
beare it,and ſtand it out : truc,but why? becauſe - 


43 


they could neither will nor chuſe?no,they might 


hauebcene deliucred vpon conditions, but they 
would not imbrace libertic and peace vpon any 
finfull termes ; ſo that whether they be cuils fea- 
red, or felt, cuils growing from our ſclues,or 0- 
thers , a comfortable ſpirit receiues the charge 
manfully,&gocs vnder = burden —_— 
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6 T he benefits of a ſound Spirit. 

The Reaſon why ſucha ſpirit will beare its 
full burden chearfully ,is,becauſe it improuesall 
parts, chiefly Reaſon, and that is a ſtrong bridle, 
which both checkes paſſion and ypholds the 
head, It is much that the Heathens endured by 
the powerof Reaſon,a Chriſtian may doe more, 
becauſegrace refines and fortifics Reaſon, and 
clears a mans ſight, partly by cxpelling the miſts 
that ariſc fromthe valley of theaffeRtions, part- 
ly, by aduancing Reaſon to a higher pitch, 
tor Reaſon and Grace differ in ſight as a high and 
low man, Grace being thetaller lifts vp Rea- 
ſon, and makes it ſee ouerthoſe miſcries, that 
Reaſon of ir ſclfe conld ſee no end of,and hence 
pcriwades patience, 

Secondly, a comfortable ſpirit carries with it 
1 good conſcience, confidence and boldneſle , 
diſcouragement ſtill weakens, but a good ſpi- 
rit {ends forth thoſe warming graces into the 
whole man (thar is to ſay, Chriſtian courage, 
boldnefſe and the like)which keepes a mans head 
aboue water in all miſcries, 

Thirdly, a comfortable ſpirit hatha preſent 
remedy if any thing offend it (as ſome ſtomackes 
haue by vomiting) it runs to God, nor is it cloſe 
and reſerued (vnſeaſonably) towards Man, and 
{oafter ſome meanes vied, it recouers it {clfe, a 
good word raiſes the ſpirit thus vitering it ſelfe, 
Pron. 12.25. 

Fourthly, a comfortable ſpirit is not alone, a 
good heart haththe Word on its fide, Chriſt on 
its 
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The benefits of a quiet Spirit. ” M 
its ſide,and the Spirit of Ged helpes, as Rem. 8, and | 
the ioy of the Lord & flrewgth, Nebem. 8. and the | 
Spirit of .Ged © a Spirit, faith Panl, of power and : Tir.r.>, 
Feneth, We ſee Satans ſpirit can breake thorow 
many bonds (as in the Goſpcll) benuma manin 
greateſt torments, (as in ſome Reretickes) how 
much more then ſhall that ſpirit,which is accom- 
panied with Gods Spirit, breakethorow all : 
But as we muſt note the Reaſonwhy, ſo wee 
ſhould haue noted aboue the extent, how farre | 
the ſpirit ſuſtaines a man : Firſt, Generally inall | 
things touching his calling and condition, con- 
fidercd : Firſt,as a man, Secondly, a cinill man. 
Thirdly, a Chriſtian man, More particularly, it 
vpholds him in being, and keepes our deathnill it 
may depart with honour. The foulc it ſ{elfe de- 
parts with its treaſurc,& paſſes through all pikes 
hometo heaucn, and leaues rhe bodic not with* 
out hope of following it in duetime, "I 
Secondly, it vpholds him in libertie, though 32 
the outward man bee reſtrained, yet the ſoule 
knows not what captivitie meanes, in deſpight 
£ all encounters it will to heauen and there bee 
ICCs | 
Thirdly, it vpholds one in confidence, and \, | | 
makes him ſay, Tet theres hope: and, Though bee Bra 10. 
kill mee, yet Iwilltruft in him, 1 will not forſake my \> 3: 
vprightneſſe ec, | 
Fourthly, it vpholds him in chearfulneſſe : as #4 
the mothercannort but ſmile in the morning, if 
thechildelaugh vpon ber, though ſhce have had 
D 3 a redious 
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8 Lets to Uuietneſſe. 


a tedious night with ic ; ſo Gods childecannot 
buc laugh vader all, if God ſmile vpon him, and 
pull vp his feer as /acob did when he lay a dying. 
In Gods light, he ſees light in greateſt darknefle, 
ahd the countenance of God is moreto him #hax 
corne and oyle,yeathan lite it ſelfe:ſhew vs thy face 
and we live, ſaith the Church often, P/al.8o, 

Sce firſt{for humbling) whence our foiles and 
failings ſpring, not from the greatneſſe of our 
afflitions,bur from the faintnetle of outſpirics : 
ſorhathence we may inferre for our ſeiues,whar 
Salomon doth for others, 1f wee faint in the day of 
tronble, our ſirenzth ts weake : indeede when the 
childe ſtumbles, he blames nor his owne feeble- 
netle, bur outward impediments : ſo wee, when 
in ſickneſle we fret and chafe, when in paine we 
ragcand cry, when in pouertic wee ſhrinke and 
ſhiver, when in perſecution we quake and trem- 
ble, when in our calliags wee faint and droupe ; 
wee doc notlooke inward and obſcruethe guile, 
gulit,vaſertledneſſe & fecblenefſe of our ſpirits, 
bur runne outward to the occaſtons,and com- 
plaine, Ourſickneſle is ſuch, as none can beare; 
Our paine ſuch as none can brook ; our ſtates 
are vncurable, our incumbrances valuffera- 
ble, and the miſerics and troubles wee are 
put vnto intolerable. Iuſt like the ſore childe, 
who cryes out of his ſhooe, whenthe fault is in 
the foote; aud the ſicke patient, which faults his 
bed, when he ſhould his backe. For frſt, what 
faith Salomon, The ſpirit of man (rightly _ 
rea) 
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red) beares his wound , if fickneſſe bethe wound, 
a good ſpirit will beare ir, if pouertie, if dil- 
grace,if impriſonment, if fire, a good ſpirit will 
goc vnderall. There is nogulte ſo deepe, but a 
good ſpirit will thorow it ; no mountaine ſo 
high, but a good ſpirit will ouer it, Next,wee ſee 
Sa/omons words verified in many inſtances; what 
wound hath not a g004 heart borne heretofore? ſpeak 
of pouertic, ſome haue ſung vnder it , of paine, 
ſome hauc laughed at ir, of impriſonment, ſome 
hauc reioyecd init, of flamcs, ſome haue cm- 
braced them with chearefulnceſſc. Whencethen 
is it, that where others ſing, wee weepe, where 
othersreioyced and triumphed, weeare altoge- 
ther diſheartacd and diſcouraged * Is it becauſe 
our miſcries andtrialls are greater than others ? 
Alas no, they muſt not bee brouzht into any 
compariſon with other mens, with Jobs, Paals, 
the Martyrs. Whence then is it © Truely the di- 
ſtration growes fromthe Inſide, they were vp- 


right, we guilefull, they were at peace with God,, 


we are vnreconciled; they were filled withthe 
treaſures of wiſedome,faith,zeale, and the like, 
we are emptyzthey were raniſhed with the com- 
forts of God,and conſolations of the ſpirit, we 
are ynacquainted with them ; they werearmed 
with the power of God, and paticnce of Ieſus 
Chriſt, weeare naked ; they keptthemſelues in 
the loue of God, wee interrupt our peace, and: 
make a breach into our Conſciences,” Hence 
they looked ypen Mcn, Lyons, Diucls, with 2n, 
| vndaunted 
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10 The (hriſtians Dutie, 


vadaunted countenance, and walked thorough 
rackes, and goalzs, and gyues, and deaths, and 
hels, withour ſtartling, and we flye when none 
purſues vs, .2nd quake at the ſhaking of a leafe : 
oh now ſec your weakneſſe,and ay Ny grietes, 
my troubles, my burdens be not greater than 0- 
thers ; burmy trath, faith, humilicie, peacegioy, 
patience, courage, com:ort inthe inward man is 
lefſethan others, elſe I might beare my burden, 
{ith a good ſpirit will be, as Simon to Chriſt, his 
Croſle-bearcr, 

Secondly, it may ſeruc tor iaſtrution, hence 

carn2 Pewls art,howy to beare any thing : a Chri- 

ſtians duty ſtands in theſe rwothings : Firſt, to 
docany good : Secondly, to beare, if neede be, 
any cuill : this latter is hard, butnot impoſſible 
to a man-like (pirit ; there is anart of bearing 
worth the ſtudying, ſome men defire to know 
allrhings, ſome to doe any thing, bur he is like- 
lieſt co [peed beſt,that can endure any thing, that 
can with Paw! abound and want,bec ingoodand 
cuill report, can bee {icke, can bee painced, can 
looke vpon fetters, and whips, and ſtockes, and 
ſtones,and deaths as Paul could ; hee isa happic 
man whom God will not hurt, whom men, nor 
dcuils,nor things preſentqnor things tocome can 
hurt , labour to bethus happy. 

Queſt, But you will ſay,how ſhould we attain 
rout © 

Anſw. Why get a good ſpirit, firſt naturally 
good, a chcartull ſpirit, Thar, if a man bee ficke, 
is 
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is a medicine, faith Sa/omon, a good cordiall. 7rory,::, 


Thar, if a man bee poore,is acontinuall teaſt, if p,,,, 


pained,is health to thebones,cſtceme of that as 
of a great mercie:; A nimble hand,a nimbl« foor, 
animbeeye, animblewit, a nimblerongue is 
good, buta nimble ſpirit is berrer ; therctore it 


thou haſt that, beethankefulland ciicerefull, if 


thou haſt it nor, endcauourto get it, and becing 
dull, wherirt. Secondly.ſpirituaily good ;nature 
may bee uuercome, that 15 as ti:c (tring of an in- 
ſtrument which ſnavys in two, it it bee ſtrained 
to0 high : thus ſome croſſes are too hard for na- 
ture, for nature hath its latitude, as a bow its 
compaſſe,and muſt not bee ouer-maſtered. Bur 


ſpirituall 10y cannoc bee loſt worecen take it from ) 


vs, /ohn 16. 1t cannot be vanquiſhed,iris trong; 
therefore get this,and keepe this.which that you 
may doe, thus doc. 

Firſt, if you will haue ſpirituall ioy reſt with 
you, you muſt diſlodge and diſcard rwo home- 
bred Inmates, as firſt, carnall delights ; ſecond - 
ly, (infull luſts. Firſt,take heede'ot entertaining 
carnall delights, reſt not in wealth, truſt not to 
men, relye not on wines, meatcs, muſicke, pleas» 
ſurcs, company, &c. theſe will decciue in times 
of diſtrcfle; beſides that, nature quickely putrc- 
fies and turnes to corruption, and ſo prooucs 
banefull, 

Secondly, take heede of finfull luſts, theſe are 
{o farre from bringing peace totheſoule, as that 
they warre «2ainſt it,as Peter ſaith, They are [o 
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fare from comforting,that they oppreſle, as our 
Sauiour Chriſt reacheth ; the end of this mirth is 
1cauincſle of ſpirir, ſorrow, feare,anguiſh, tribu. 
lition and wo vpon cuery ſoulethar finneth, &c, 
Thercforc conceiac of ſinne (yea cuery f(inne) as 
of a diſcaſe, a wound, an enemieto peace, and 
complaine and ſtriueagainſtit, for ſo long as (in 
is rclliſhed, no peace nor ſtrength can be had. 

Sccondly, (theſerwo cuils'purged out) thou 
muſt apply thy ſclfeto means of comforr,which 
giuc, firſt entrance, ſecondly accompliſhment 
tothy comfort, Of the firſt ſorr, our Saviour in 
the fift of 4421thew mentions thele : 

Firſt, pouerty of Spirit, a man muſt firft ſee 
himſelfe deſtitute 6f all good, and meanes to at- 
taine it, and be empricd of thecreature. 

Secondly, hee muſt mourne, for that leads to 
true comfort, godly ſorrow lets in ſpirituall joy, 

T hirdly, he muſt be mceke,and put vpon him 
a reſolution of ſuffering any thing for righteouſ- 
neſſe ſake. 

Fourthly, bring good affetions toall Gods 
ordinances, and draw waters with ioy out of 
Go is ſauing Wels, E/ay 1 2. and drink of Chriſts 
win :S$, Cart, 2.4 + 

Laſtly, hcemuſt ger faith in Chriſt, caſt him- 
ſclfe vpon Gods mcrcies in Chriſts merits ; and 
thu31t 1s gotten, 

Now in the next place care muſt bee had to 
keepe this hife of Spirit, as we)lastogetit; and 
"0 doc that, 


F:aft, 


 { 


led, ſtill waſh, make cuen by cuening, as in the 
Law. 

Secondly, walke in truth and faith, ſtill excr- 
ciſe faith (to begin with that firſt) in meditating 
of, and applying the promiſes generall and par- 
ticular, 

Secondly, ſtill walke in the light, and keepe 


2, 
thy ſelfe in Gods preſence, ſo peace ſhall bee vp- » 19 1. 


on thee, and the ſpirit will be held vp in cheare- 
fulneſſc,is nothing heauic,nothing better, a man 
ſhall beabletogoethorozv fire and water. 
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Firſt, a man muſt keepe himſelte ynſpotted of 
ſinne,and not returne to folly; but if hee be ſoi- 


LE 


T hirdly,this is for comfort to thoſe that haue //* 3. 


fucha ſpirit; naturall courage and chearfulncſſe 
carries one thorow many things, ſpirituall cou- 
rage carries thorow all; that which nature (fleſh 
and blood) quakes at, grace will trample vpon; 
natureſhrinkesat paine, grace beares it ; nature 

celds to ſickneſle, grace ſtands it out ; nature 

uckles and bends vndergriefe, grace ſwallowes 
itvp ; nature quakes at death, trembles at the 
racking of the ſinewes, breaking of the bones, 
broyling inthe fire, and the like, andcryes our, 
Ohiris intolerable, grace ſpeakes in his words, 
I can doe any thing through Chriſt that &reng- 
thens me, Phil... 

And when itis puttoit, then it workes moſt 
powerfully,a Chriſtian never knews his ſtrength 
(rather Gods ſtrength) till hee bee pur vpon ir, 
then he fandes that — which bh thought 
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14 Meanes of ( omfort, 
to bee intolerable, and rhere meets with greateſt 
comfort, where hee expected leaſt, andas aman 
in bed (whileſt hee plods on the ſtormie weather 
:broade) thinkes it not to bee endured, but when 
he is once in it (what with buſſing, what; with 
cloarhes he paſſes thorow it , So it is here &c, 
Oh ſtrength of the ſpirit, it is great, hee is 
ſtrongerthat is invs, than hethar is inthe world. 

Oh the power of Conſcience both wayes, as 
it makes a happy eſtate miſerable, it bad , ſo, a 
miſcrable condition bleſſed, when good, 

Oh the conſolations of the Lord, they are vn- 
ſpeakable : the rage of fire, beaftes, men,diuels, 
&c, doth not paſic vaderſtanding. Reaſon can 
tadomefinite things, but the comforts of God 
paſſe all vnderſtanding : wee cannot conceiue 
how a man ſhould bcar ſuch things as ſomehaue 
borne , but wee (ce they did bearethem, wee ſee 
our ſclucs borne thorow thoſe things, which we 
thought before vaſuffcrable. Theretore reſt on 
God, hold yourhearts in peace with him : Re- 
ioyce in him, and your ſpirits and Gods Spirit 
(10yning rogether)will beare any burden thathe 
will lay vpon you his promilc 1s paſt, you ſhall 
a0tbetempred avouc your ſtrength, 1 Cor.10. 

Fourthly, biciſe God for a good infide, you 
that haue it cucr blefſe him for apurifted conſci- 
ence, 2quiet{pirit : this isyour life, your meat, 
your ſtrength, yourallinall. This makes the 
Chriſtian laugh bettercheap than another, beare 
Fu more -patience than another, line with- 
more 
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more comfort, dye with more confidencethan 
another : while the heart is whole, all is well. 
Therefore if without thou finde no money in 
purſe, no friend in Towne, no caſe in bodic, no 
comfort in life ; yet findeſt faith, paticnce, aſſu- 
rance of Gods loue within: reioyce inthy eſtate, 
bleſſe God for it, the eſtate is asthe man is, the 
man is aSthe minde is,and as is the ipirit; acom- 
fortable ſpirir makes a comfortable eſtate, 

Saeft, But how ſhall I diſcerne between natu- 
rall and ſpirituall comfort * 

Anſwp. Spirituall chearfulneſſe comes, firſt, 
from faith in Chriſt. Secondly, from loueto 
God and Saints. Thirdly, begers boldneſlc in 
prayer,as Saint /ohn ſpeakes. 

Beſides, naturall chearfulneſſe may bee over- 
ropt by cuils : Firſt, Naturall, for our weakneſle 
makes vs more ſcnlible of ſorrowes than com- 
forts. Secondly,Carnall, forall finne is as po1{on 
to the ſpirir.] Thirdly, Diabolicall : not ſo ſpiri- 
tuall comforts, 

Morcouer,a naturall ſpirit bearcs ſome things 
only, as C. Aarimsthe cutting of his fleſh,bur not 
all, as diſgraces, &c. witneſle Cato,Sanl. &c. Se- 
condly,anaturall ſpirit,though it bire-in paſſion,” 
yer isdeſtitute of politiue ioy, peace,contidence, 
GC, 
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Prov. 15.14. 
A wounded ſpirit whocan beare? 


Thus far ot a good Spirit : now to the bad. 


}\ rolcrable ; Before I proucthe 
Xe point, I muſt ſhew you that 
mansſpiritis ſubietrowounds 
of two ſorts: Firſt,of a friend. 
Secondly,of a foc. When God 
wounds as a friend /as often he 
doth a[flitthe ſpirit, as well asthe body in loue) 
he makes that wound tolerable, partly by quali- 
fying,and mitigating the blow (for in wrath hee 
remembers mercic) and whereas thoſc inward 
wounds 


=# Wounded Spiritisa burdenin- nggrjne >, 
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wounds admit degrecs(as pricking, breaking, o- 
pcning the heart) he procceds not to extremities 
wich his children, partly by ſupporting with ſe- 
cit hopes and comforts, for his childrens peace 
i5 neuer quite taken away, faith neucr quite failes 
them : bur when hce {mites as a foe, the wound 
proucs vnſufterable to a creature, and ſuch as 
would ſoone ſwallow a man, did.not the Lord 
ſuſtaine nature to beatrc it,he could not clle Rand 
ynaderit. Indzede when God proceeds to woun- 
ding, the ſpirit would vtrerly tailc,didnor cither 
mercic or iuſtice in God vpho!d it in bcing, 

Now thata wounded ipirit is a burden into- 
lIcrable,we will prone from Teſtimony and Rea-+ 
ſon. Teſtimony : Firſt Diuine, here in the rext, 
and elſewhere, Al the dayes of the afflidted are 
ell: which if itbe true of other,much more of 
this afditionthar fals vpon the ſoulc,Pr29.15.15. 
Secondly, othcr teſtimonies, namely, from 
thofe that hauc had experience of it : as 1. men, 
and there, Firſt, good men : How hauethe tous 
teſt yeelded vnder this burden £ How hath it 
oround them to duſt 2 Heare Dazid, Pſal.32. and 
7/41.51, His bones were broken as it were': How 
made ir /6b to wiſh death * 7b 6, to quarrell 
God; others to quake, Pſzlme 77. to howle, 
P/alme 103. nay ſome to attempt death, ſome 
(haply) roefcir. 

Secondly, from bad men, how doth it terrific 
them,ſorhor they flye ata leate , paine them,that 
they caſt vp all tacir ſhame ; and how doth it de- 
priue 
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rue them nor onely of outward comfort, but of 

ife, and cauſes them to caſt themſeluts into hcl! 
to auoide it ? How haue they wiſhed thouſands 
of yeares in hell, ſothat then they might bee 
caſed ” 

Secondly, Diuels ; they witnefle this truth a- 
eainft their wills : firſt, when (their conſciences 
being terrificd at the ſight of Chriſts God-hcad) 
they cry out , Art thax come 18 torment vs before 
our time? and quake as priſoners when they ſee 
the Indge comming. Sccondly, when God pur- 
ſues them , very anguith and forrow makes them 
mad , and to loſe all the vie of their large vader- 
ſtandings; when they would ſting Gods crea- 
tures to death, and do him and them the greateſt 
deſpite, they endeuour the troubles and tcriours 
of conſcience, as well knowing this to be the 
moſt cruſhing and preſsing euill, 

Thirdly,ot Iefus Chriſt,who though free from 
ſinne inherent , yet endured the forrowes of 
death , and was broken not in bodie onely,but in 
ſpirit alſo,when hee cryed out, 41» God, my God, 
why haſt thow forſaken mee? and trembled, and 
ſwear,and bled,and groaned vaderthis ſtroake, 
which was ſo intolcrable to Chriſt Icſus, as that 
the Angels of heauen came to comfort him,and 
the Godhead was requiſtcero ſupport him, who 
can ſtand vnder ? In ſhort, wee haue heard of 
creatures that haue ſuffered the mangling of. bo- 
dies,the ripping vp.of bowels, racking of ioynts, 
burging of ficſh, boyling in oyle, and Po 
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without crying out, 1y God,my God,why ha# thou 


. forſaken me? but neuer heard of a wounded(pirir, 


| Reaſon t. 


but eyther it ſunke vnder deſpaire, or mage pite: 
ous moane to God,or man,or both, 

Firſt from the cauſes of this wound ( as it is 
mingled with finne)mans ſelfe and Sathan ioine, 


 andrheſe beſore enemies : Sathan is a fiery Dra- 


REB[O% 2. 


gon, a ſtinging Serpent, acunning deſpitefull 
aducrſaric, and yet hee is the leaſt: when a man 
is diuided againſt himſelfe, and wit, knowledge, 
memorie, ſtrength, all the weapons of Nature 
and the calightening Spirit, are turned againſt 
ones (clfe, ir muſt needes be tedious and butter : 
but then as theſe wounds are fruits of Iuſtice, 
they are properly Gods ſtroakes ; and ſo there is 
not Dauid and a Goliah, nor Dauid and a Saul,a 
King anda Flca oppoſed, but the Creatorand. 
Creature, 

Secondly,from the effects , ir diſableth or diſ- 
courageth a man from the meanes of comfort : 
of all diſeaſes, thoſe be worſt which make one 
vncapable of Phyfick, depriue one of reaſon er 
of ſtrength to take helpe: ſuch are theſe of the 
Spirit ; 8 man labouring vnder his burden, and 
invardly blceding,is aftraid to pray, to commus- 
nicate himſ{clfe , he thinks that he temprs God in 
1r,that his phyficke is his poyſon,, at leaſt thatir 
will be to no purpoſe, | 

Secondly, it multiplyes fearcs, creates feares, 
cuer doubts more.is behinde that which isalrea- 
dic fcir, 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, drawes matter of diſcouragement 
and feare from all things, as wee finde in all ſto- 
ries; if God feede, it isbur to fat him forthe 
knife; :f hee preſerue, it is but for further iudge- 
ment.and (o of the reſt, 

Thirdly,from the ſubic& , the Spirit is rhe life 
of all zas rhe light of the eye 1s the light of the 
khand,of rhe foor, and of all the parts of the bo- 
die,ſo the ſpirit is the litc of all;no life in wealth, 
friends,eftate &c,without this : this runnes tho- 
rougha!! ; wound this, wound all, yea this is the 
pillar that bearcs vp all : As when theſtomacke 
failes,legges,armes, and all parts faile ; ſo when 
the ſpirit failes, all failes. And as in a houſe 
where is but one getter,it hee f1nkes, all finke : ſo 
here it is the ſpirit that purucyes and bringsin 

all,if this pipe be ſtopped, no comtort{trcames 
toward vs. 


Firſt, this diſcouers the miſcrable folly and 7 x. 


wickedneſſe of moſt men, who of all burdens 
feare and feelethis leaſt. A wounded eſtzte, a 
wounded name, a wounded body is ſomething 
with them ; but a wounded ſpirit, they know 
not what it meanes: hence this Jaſt is neucr fea- 
red,when the other worke trembling, nay hence 
conſcience recciues wounds on the infide, that 
the outlide may be ſaued : men willſteal to pre- 
uent pouerty ;lye, ro getout of debt , conſult 
with Wizzards, to eſcape fickeneſle; they will 
give their ſoules a thouſand gaſhes to ſaue the 
ckinne, Oh intolerable folly ! this is to pom 
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the hand for tie ſaving of the gloue,nayto haz- 
zard ones head, forthe ſauing of a hat, of a fea- 
ther : of allcnemics God isthe foreſt , of all 
wounds his the deepeſt ; of all parts, the con- 
ſcience and ſpirit the tendereſt : ſo long asthere 
is peace within, peace with the conſcience, peace 
in our affections, peace with God, with Angels, 
with Creatures, with the Word, ſo long a 
mans burden {be it what it will be) is rolerable, 
but when God fights againſt vs, and thereis a 
pircht ficld within vs, that our owne eyes, and 
mourthes, and hands, and wits, and ſpirits bee 
againſtvs ; Ohthenwho can beare it 2 a woun- 
ded name,a wounded eſtate, a wounded legge, a 
wounded arme may bee borne ; but when God 
breakes the bones within, when our owne 
thoughts and dreames amaze vs, and wee bee a 
terrour to our ſclues, and our conſciences bee 
wounded,what is then left to comfort vs * whi- 
leſt a man hath ſome friend, there is ſome com- 
fort; whileſt ſome meancs of comfort (ſome 
partsand places whole)there is ſome refreſhing, 


' bur whennoonepart is weil, noone placecan 


caſe him, no one minute is free, no one friend 
ttands for him, no one Creature is comfortable 
tohim : who will notpiric ſuch a ones eſtate 2 
This the ſtate of the wounded ſpirit ; this wound 
as it ispicrcing, ſo ſpreading, it goesthorow all 
the man, hcad, heart, fide, backe, all parts ake 
and {weat, whileſt the ſpirit is racked ; the eye 
ſces no comfort, the tongueraſtes no comfort, 
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theearerecciues nocomfort , all is bitter, bitter 
to the whole man, and the ſtoureſt man in few 
dayes 15 but a living catkaile orskelleton 1 2 
there is no caſe within, ſonocomfore with our, 
no place (nor bed, nor boorde, nor houſe, 
Church)no Creature (nor meat,nor drinke,; 
friend, nor witc, nor child) will afford any com- 
fort. All aboue vs, all below vs, all abour vs,all 
ypon vs,all within vs, makesthen for terrour and 
miſery, nothing atall forcaſe and comfort, Oh 
conſider this, you that make nothing, or but a 
ieſt of Conſcience, and care not what yeclay, 
whatyecdoe, how many Sabbaths you b-eake, 
how many lyes youtell, how many oathes you 
ſwearc, how many men you couſin, how many 
finnes you ſwallow, ſo you may preuent our- 
ward milcries ; know, there is a wound of Con- 
ſcience beyond all wounds, a miſery of ſpirit 
beyond all miſerics, a breach of rhe ſoule be- 
yondall breaches, and either wound your {clues 
with ſharne and ſorrow for theſe wounds, which 
you haue giuen your ſoules, and condemne your 
ſelues for fearing debt, or ſhame, or any trouble 
morethanconſcience,or elſe know,that the ſlee- 
ieſt conſcience ſhall bee once awakened, the 
ardeſt heart once broken, and brawnicſ ſpiric 
once {oftned ; andthen you ſhall inde a weight 
beyond the weight of. mountaines lying vpon 
you, and wiſh that you had beene rather fa- 
miſhed, or ſterued, or burar, or ſtrangled long 
before, than euer you ſhould liuc ro know 
F 3 what 
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whata wounded ſpirit meancs ; bclecue it, be- 
l:cucir, howſocuer you fade tor the preſent an 
euill conſcicnceno burden,yct before youand it 
part,you ſhall finde Ss/o-:0s words true; A wouns 
aed ſpirit whocan beare ? 

Secondly, if conſcience bee wounded, make 
forthto hauc it healed, we ſeek 5kill in {orc eyes, 
and mouthes, and the like, Ict vs labour for kill 
alſoro ncale conſcience. 

To this end, Firſt,know thetime of cure, viz; 
preſemily : greene woundsare ſooneſt cured , as 
therefore the Toad poiloned runnes to her me- 
dicine, and cach creatureto his ; ſo ler him that 
hath his conſci:nce wounded, geta healing poti- 
on preſcntly. 

Secondly, know thomedicines and meanes of 
curc. Satan is 2 Mountebanke,as appeares by his 
Apcthecarics : ſome preſcribe poiſons, as if 
S1imilia ſumilibus, as Papilts heale a conſcience 
withreaſons : ſomepreſcribc toyes, as outward , 
things, drinkes, muſicke, and the like , ſome 
rhinke to out-wraſtle conſcience, as they doe 
ſickneſle; but this diſeaſe wil! not bee oppoſed, 
neither will any medicines cure it, but onely . 
Gods; andthey in bricte arc theſe, Faith, Repen- 
rance,and (in ſome caſes) Satistation , for this 
know, as when an officer is wounded, twothings 
muſt bee done ; firſt, Aurheritic and the State 
mult bee pacificd ; ſecondly, the woundcured : 
cuen {o here, Conſcience is an officer, firſtcure 
that z ſecondly, God and man too (ſometimes) 
are 
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ſecondly,cirher ſubſtitution or reſtitution, 
In finnes immcdiately againſt God, wee muſt 
firſt get a Surety, Chriſt Ietus, ſet him betweene 


God and vs:andthere muſt come in Faith, /eb,$, 1bn8. 


till we belecue, wee be in our finnes: ſecondly, 
wee myſtſubmir, firſt confeſle our ſinnes, take 
ſhame to our (clues, reſtore Gods glory: ſecond- 
ly, refigne our ſclues, and humble our ſclues 


vnder his hand, /ames 4. lay ourneckes on the j,, ,. 


blocke, and here comes in Repentance and Re- 
ſtirution, 

Secondly, in finnes that immediately concern 
man, the ſame path muſt be trod, firſt ſubmiſſion 
in diucrs caſes (goe tothy brother if hee haue 
ought againſtthee) and ſecondly Reſtitution, as 


inNumb.5,Itthou haſt runne away with his good x»ns.s. 


name,reſtore; if with his goods,bring them back 
againe : and here note, thatthe nearcr the tye is, 
the worſethetreſpaſſe; thereforethe childe that 
robs his Father,is a greater thicfe (cet2rw paribus) 
than hee that robs by the high-way: ſothe wife 
(howſocuer nature giues an intereſt in goods for 
proper vic, and contra moreaccording to par- 
ticulars agreed vpon, and ſomething may bee 
preſumed vpon where is no exception) yet for 
wiuesto giue where is noneed, againſt husbands 
minde, beyond his eſtate,and (o torth, is vtterly 
vnlawfull. 

Thurdly,confider the method & order of = 
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are treſpaſſed, they muſt be ſatisfied, Now the 
way to ſatisfie the offended, is, firſt, ſubmiſſion, 
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ſtill we muſt to God, he is offended, he only can 
worke peace, therefore we mu look to Chriſt 
the Braſen Serpent, and weepe ouer him ; but 
yet if man be treſpaſſed, wee muſt firſt ro bim 2 
God would haue his worke tarry, till there bee a 
purpoſe (at leaſt) of bcing reconciled ro man: 
therefore bce firſt reconciled ; ſecondly, delire 
his praicrs,as /e%s friends did his, /ob wit, Third- 
ly, apply to conſcience, as hath bcen ſaid, firſt 
plucking forth the ſting of ſinne, then waſhing 
in Chriſts blood ; and forthe future, keepe the 
heart aboue all kcepings, as yeedoetheeye in 
the middcſt of chaffe and Juſt , for as the eye is 
ſubic&ro infinitediſtcmpers,ſo is the conſcience 
and ſpirit, | 

Firſt, there is a diſquicting of the ſpirit,which 
vlually procceds trom vawatchfulneſſe, andthat 
iachrce caſes, Firſt, when a man guards not the 
heart againſt cuery finne, fot fiance hatha diſ- 
quicting nature, and is fretting like poiſon. Se- 
condly, when hee negle&ts meanes of comfort 
(asthe ſtomacke istroubled with ouer-faſting)or 
elſe,thirdly,vſes them fleightly and formally: ſo 
the ſpirit waxeth firſt dull, ſecondly ſad, thirdly 
{orrowfull,as the Apoſtle implies in hisEpiſtles, 
therctore watchtulneſſe muſt bee vſed inthings 
ſinfull, lawfull and indifferent. 

Secondly, there is a perplexing of the ſpirit, 
and that ariſeth from ignorance, and that in 
three caſes : Firſt, when a man hath nokaow- 

edge in the Word, darkneſle makes one _ 
ui, 
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full, and cauſes errour. Secondly , when his | 

conſcienceſcemes to be greater than his know- 

ledge, as in ſcrupulofities. Thirdly, when hee 

| cannot pur a differeace betweenc him(ſelfe and 

Sathan in his remptations and abhorred ſugee- gr;;z 4,4... 

; ſtions : hence come horrours, perplexities; rlicſe « 1:m,q, - 

- muſt be preuented, firſt, by ſticking onely to the 

P Word which ſets our bounds ; ſecondly, by get- 

: ring knowledge in the Word, and adilcerning ,, 

; pirit, ND 

: Thirdly, there is wounding of the Spirit, that 3z 

1 is vſually done by finnes againſtlightand know- 

$ 

C 


_ 
y # _ *®. 


ledge : There is a threefold light belonging to 
Gods children, firſt, onc of nature, which is im. 


_ 
_— 


planted, finnes againſt rhis ſting, as vnnaturall 


1 laſts, murders,andthe like. Secondly one of [crip- 4 
c ture, and acquired (rather reucaled)} light, finnes D, 
C againſt this wound ſo much the more, by how 'Þ 
2 much the morecleare the cuidence is; rhemoſt Þ 
4 euident ttuths are the firſt principles ( which wal » 
ic proue,but need no proofe)thus, firſt, it is a ſting- J 
4 ing finne todeny the Scripture , ſecondly, ro J 
ue renege expreſle truths therein contained, or to > 
y. diſobey things daily vrged : _ of grace or WM, 
3 infuſed light, Thus when'a man finnes againſt 

4 knowledge, purpoſe, vow, grace recciued ; this R 
| is fearefull, and makes many thinkethart their . = 
ty ſinnes are vapardonable and againſt the Holy 

_- Ghoſt. 

4 Fourthly, there is deading and ſearing of the #4 
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28 The Miſerie of 
eaſesand maimes , ſome that affc@ and afflit 
ſenſe , ſome that depriue of ſenſe, as violent 
blowes, palſics &c. ſo is the ſpirit alſo. Now 
this is the moſt fearfull caſe of all, and comes to 
paſſe three wayes : firſt, when men commit ſome 
horrible ſinne,which ſtrikes out the eye, or layes 
one for dead, like a blow onthe head. Secondly, 
when they ſhun all meanes of awakening conſci- 
ence,runne from the WISrd, from Saints that ad- 
moniſh, from thoughts of death, &c. Thirdly, 
whenthey forceconſcience, and vie all meancs 
ro ſtoplits mouth, andto cruſh it for cuer : this is 
as ſcaring after cutting, when a man neuer means 
ro haue the part again,but to take away all ſenſe: 
feare theſe diſcaſes aboue all. 

Thirdly , this may be for comfort to thoſe 
whole conſciencesare not wounded, 

2eeſt,What is the difference berweene a ſpirit 
hcaled,and a ſpirit deaded or deluded ? * 

Anſw. 1. Looketothe meanes and medicines 
healing , whether our peace ariſe from faith, re- 
pentance, the Word, 2 A healed conſcience is 
pure andcleer throughout, the other ſpirits make 
no conſcience atall, or only of ſome things. 3. A 
healed conſciencemakes interrogatoriesto God, 
firſt,if doabrs ariſe, it ſaith as Rebeccs , Why aws 7 
thu? and prayes to God, thereſt are ſtiffe,and 
ſhunne all queſtions. 4 . A healed ſpirit pities 
others , in this caſe thedead heart cannotabide 
thename of conſcience,bur ſaith (as Pilste, what 


!scruth? ſo, whatis conſcicace £ Thedeluded 


ſpicit 
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a wounded Spirit. 29 
ſpiritis fierce rowards all butthoſe that be of his 
minde, as all Heretickes and Schiſmaticks proue, 
Now if our pulſe beat right, and wee hauethe 
comfort of a ſanctified conſcience, keepeit by 
two meanes ; firſt , by ſelfe-deniall : a man muſt 
deny himſelte in his meanes (riches,friends &c.) 
ſecondly,in his hopes and owne worth : firſt, bee 
nothing in himſelte, ſecondly, expeR all from 
Chriſt,thirdly, in his ſenſe and feeling hee muſt 
winke and pur himſelfc into Gods hands,thar is, 
live by faith, as Lather did, reſt on the naked 

Word without any pawne,as Abraham did. 


Pitie the wounded ſpirit: if wee heare thata Fe 4+ 


man hath broken his legge or arme,we pitic him, 
how much more ſhould we bleed with the bro- 
ken heart and bleeding ſpirit ? and furniſh our 
ſclues, firſt, with wiſedome, that ſo we may 
be able : ſecondly, with loue,that ſo we 
may be willing to ſuccour ſuch, 


Rows.1 5 .But more of this See n#/0t 67 
elſewhere. Plalme 43+ 
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28 The Miſerie of 
eaſes and maimes , ſome that affc@ and afflit 
ſenſe , ſome that depriue of ſenſe, as violent 
blowes, palſics &c, ſo is the ſpirit alſo. Now 
this is the moſt fearfull caſe of all, and comes to 
paſſe three wayes : firſt, when men commit ſome 
horrible finne,which ſtrikes out the eye, or layes 
one for dead, like a blow onthe head. Secondly, 
when they ſhun all meancs of awakening conſci- 
ence,runne from the Word, from Saints that ad- 
moniſh, from thoughts of death, &c. Thirdly, 
whenthey forceconſcience, and vie all meanes 
ro ſtop its mouth, andto cruſh it for cuer : this is 
as ſcaring after cutting, when a man neuer means 
ro haue the part again,but to take away all ſenſe; 
feare theſe diſcaſes abouc all. 
Thirdly , this may be for comfort tc 
whole conſciences are not wounded. 
2eeft., What is the difference betweer 
hcaled,and a ſpirit deaded or deluded ? 
Anſw. 1. Looketothe meanes andr 
healing , whether our peace ariſe from 
pentance, the Word. 2 A healed conſci 
pure andcleer throughout, the other ſpirits 
no conſcience atall, oronly of ſome things. 3. 
healed conſciencemakes interrogatoriesto God, 
firſt;if doabrs ariſe, it ſaith as Rebeccs, why aw [ 
thw? and prayes to God, thereſt are ſtiffe,and 
ſhunne all queſtions.. 4 . A healed ſpirit pitics 
others , in this caſe thedead heart cannotabide 
thename of conſcience,bur ſaith (as Pilate, what 
istruth ? ſo, what is conſcicace £ Thedeluded 
ſpicit 
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2 ſpiritis fierce rowards all butthoſe that be of his 
IT minde, as all Heretickes and Schiſmaticks proue, 
af Now if our pulſe beat right, and wee hauethe 
0 comfort of a ſanctified conſcience, keepe it by 
Ie two meanes ; firſt , by ſelfe-deniall : a man muſt 
CS deny himſelte in his meanes (riches,friends &c.) 
Ys ſecondly,in his hopes and owne worth: firſt,bee 
4 nothing in himſelte, ſecondly, expeR all from 
d- Chriſt,thirdly, in his ſenſe and feeling hee muſt 
Ys winke and put himſelfe into Gods hands,thar is, 
es live by faith, as Zather did reſt on the naked 
is Word without any paivne,as Abraham did. 

ns Pitie the wounded ſpirit: if wee hearethata F/e 4+ 


th broken his leggeor arme,we pitic him, 
h more ſhould we bleed with the bro- 
and bleeding ſpirit ? and furniſh our 
with wiſedome, that ſo we may 
>: ſecondly, with loue,that ſo we 
be willing to ſuccour ſuch, 
Rows. 1 5 .But more of this See 19/09 67 | 
elſewhere. Plaime 43+ 
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7 I.S AM. 30.6, 
And David was greatly diſtreſſed , for the pom 
Jpake of ſronin? him becauſe the ſoule of all the peo- 
ple was prieved,every man for his ſannes and for 
bis daughters; but David encouraged himſelfe in 
the Lord hu Gad, 


p Heſe words briefly report Da- 

P aids diſtreſle at Ziklag : which . 
diſtreſſe is firR in groſſeſaid to 

be great, and then more parti- _ 
cularty enlarged from the cau- 
ſes and cffets thereof, The 
cauſes( ouer andaboue his pri- 
,uate loſle) is the mutinie of his owne people, 
G 3 who 
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2 Dauids ( omfort 
who are 1. imbittered vpon the lofle of their 
children,taken by the Amalckites (againſt whom 
their zeale ſhould haue been greater ;)andthere- 
upon inthe next place would haue ſtoned David, 
as theauthorof ſo much miſchicte, David then 
was in danger of his head ; hee was like enough 
todye by the hand of his fricnds,a5 a malefactor, 
without tryall , and this diſtreſſes tim. Now 
for the effets, David firſt comforts and ſtayes 
himſelfe on God, who was able to helpe all, be- 
ing the Lord,& ready, being his God. Secondly, 
bauing comforted himſelfe in God, hee conſults 
with God: where 1. the meancs on his part is 
mentioned, Gods owne meanes: 2. the anſwer 
on Gods part,a dire& anſwer, both for the means 
to be vſed,and ſucceſſeto be cxpected : he ſhould 
follow, and he ſhould certainly ſpeed. Wewill 
not foreſtall another , by any exatenquirie mto 
the words, but acquaint you with ſome generall 
meditations, that haue bin to me, and may beto 
you, ſomewhat vſefull, 

Firſt,this is in fight, That the Lord doth ſome- 
times ſuffer his deareſt ſernants to be greatly di- 
ſtreſſed, Men greatly beloued, as Dazid was,arc 
many times greatly ſtraightned as Danid was.To 
proue this wereto waſte time. Firſt, ſee When 
they are chiefly thus diſtreſſed : ſecondly, Why; 
and as for kinds of diſtreſſes,we ſhall rouch them 
in application, and ſo ſauce time. It ſhall ſuffice 
(forthe preſent) to ſay,that Gods childrendrink 
of all waters, and haue experience of all atfliQti- 
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ons , and that chiefly in theſetimes : Firſt, when 
rchey hauc left Gods counſels,and followed their 
owne deuices. Gods children are neuer worſe 
hampered, than in nets of their owne weauing : 
when they willbe wittie, eyther againſt God,or 
without God, then they ſpinne a wofull threed,a 
Spiders webbe : for carnall reaſon is a very bad 
counſailor, and puts a man vpon cuill meanes ; 
andnone can draw a good concluſion from ill 
fles,but onely God. Therefore when Chri- 
ſians haue lefr Gods wiſedome and his wayes, 
and betaken themſclues to their owne wit and 
waycs, they haue plunged themſclues wonder- 
fully. A man is ſecure and confidentin his owne 
courſes, like a childe that leaues his fathers coun- 
ſailc,and followes his owne, and the freſh-water 
fouldier,that will be a Pilot before hee is firfor a 
Marriner,and thereupon runnes his ſhip vpon the 
ſands. Thus 7o»4b was greatly diſtreſſed , when 
he would be wiſer than God : thus was Abraham 
grcatly diſtreſſed, Gen.20,when he wouldliue by 
his wits : thus Dew#4, hee had ſo contriued it,thar 
neither Sau/, nor Achitophel,noranic of them all 
ſhould touch him , and yetnow heeis inall their 
dangers, vnlefſe God helpe kim out. And neuer 
doe Gods children pleaſe themſelues greatly in 
their owne contriuements, but thusthey ſpeed : 


where they expeR great ſafctie, they are greatly 
—— wa zwhere much comfort, greatly di- 


Secondly, 
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2 Secondly , whenthey have receiued great 
bleſſings and camforrs from God, then comes 
pride and ſecuritic, and thats a forcrunner of a 
fall , Great mercics worke great thoughts and 
ſpirits in vs; and great thoughts make way for 
orcatafflictions. We will not inſtance in Nebs- 
chidnezzar, Dauid proſpered greatly, God had 
ſcrhim on high, made his mountaine ſtrong, his 
heart grew ſecure, then came trouble. Hezekiab 
was greatly diſtreſſed, and when was it ? After 
great deliuerancesand bleſſings . Y=xiab and Aſs 
the like, Mans heart cannot beare a great mea- 
ſure of comfort, no more than his head cana 
great meaſure of wine : thereforc eyther God 
mingles their wine when they rake ir, or preſent- 
ly after, orclſe they be giddy, and muſt bee di- 
ſtreſſed, Hence S, Pasl after great conſolations 
had great temptations and atflitions , and the 
bleſled Virgin Maeryin's, Luke is told of a ſword 
whenofa fonne, that muſt through/her heart as 
well as Chriſtthrough her loynes. 

3 Thirdly hen they be to recciue ſome great 
comfort from God , when God hath ſome great 
cmployment,or preferment, or deliuerance, or 
conſolation in ſtore for his children, hce makes 
way therero by ſame great afflition of bodie, 
mind-,(tare,friends &t. as men lay the foundati- 
on very deepe whenthey meane to raiſe the buil- 
ding very high. Thus 79/eph was greatly diſtreſ(- 
ſed,bur when? when he muſt be a Prince _— 

cer -: 
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after : thus Pawid greatly impouerifhed , when 2 
when ſhortly after he muſt come to the Crowne, 


Generally,as in darke nights it is darkeſt towards 


day-breake {o it is with the Saints of God: the 
ſharpeſt fitis cuerat the birth, when they be de- 
liuered of their ſorrow. So God makes his 
comforts more taſtefull and lefſe dangerfull to 
them ; and therefore firſt mars them, then makes 
them , vadoes them,cruſhes them, and then rai- 
{ſeth them vp. 

Theſebe ſpeciall times : the generall ſhould 
haue beene firſt noted,viz. When Gods children 
haue gotten ſome ſtocke and ſtrength; for the 


Lord is wiſc, and will not vſe an Iron Inſtrument }. 


_ tothreſh out Cummin, he will not lay weight vp- Eq:4 


on greene timber,bur firſt ſeaſon it, and then em- 


ploy it after. Thus while Peter was yongue hee lobn 214 


walked at large,butafrer was diſtreſſed. Thus for 
the When. 

Now #hy doth God bring ſuch diſtreſſes on 
his £ You may gheſle by the #hev, Hee reſpeds 
bimſelfe, his Church, his particulac children 
init. 


Firſt, God gaines glorie manie wayes by this. x,,/a» r: 


I is (cen in their diſtreſles, his lou, 
goodneſle, truth 8&c.then the Saints can ſay with 


10b,Now mine cyes haue ſcene thee. lob 425, 


Secondly, then not onely preſent power and 
mercie is ſcene, but former , Wee fee what 
power was vſcd in preuenting miſcric; what 

H | mercy 
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mercie in giuing comfort, 

And thirdly, then God ſhall have their cu- 
ſome and companie. Children that care not for 
parents in proſperitie, will tothem in miſerie; 
theyle come carly , come cuery whit of them, 
D:u:4 could comfort himſelfe in his wives, in 
his children before, but now all are met in God : 
no wife,but God,no childe nor friend but God : 
now he goes all one way, and now his confeſ- 
fions and prayers bee ſuch as will ſet out God 
indeed ; prayes more,and more (piritually than 
eucr &c, 

Secondly, God aymes at the Churches good 
in this. 1. whileſt ſheeis a ſpeRator, ſhe layes 
about her in the gctting and exerciſing of grace : 
others deepe ſorrowes makes all ſee how need- 
full it is to get much faith, paticace, ſcriptures, in 
arcadineſſe, 2 theſe ſtirre vp ro praycrs, mer- 
Cics, &c. as when Peter is in Priſon, one behea- 
ded, another impriſoned , they thought twas 
time to pray : therefore As 12, they {et about 
it carneſtly, So for mercic ; whenthey ſaw the 
Church diſtreſſed, famine comming toward her, 
they ſaue and lay vp,as Zoſeph tor Egypt. 2. when 
them(clues be afflited,they helpethemſelues by 
the afflitions of ethers. Such went before mee 
in this afflition,and God loued them , why not 
me * ſuchcryed and ſped well, why not I? Z/.34 
They follow the cloud,and donot miſcarrie; 


Heb.1li. 
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Thirdly, God aymes at the partics good in 
pre: diſtreſles : hereby they arerried, humbled, 
aue experience of their frailties and graces, 
A Chriſtian knowes little of himſelfe till much 
diſtrefſed, neither what his weakeneſle, nor what 
his ſtreogth in Chriſt is : hee neither ſees how 
poore himſelfe is , nor how great his God is. 
2. hereby they are brought ro receiue often (en- 
tence of miſerie, death, hell in themſelues ; and 
tis good to taſte theſe rhings before wee feele 
them , twill empty a man of himſclte, and make 
him cruſt inthe liuing God, twill learne him 
thoſe three Leſſons of Chriſtianitic, that S. Paul 
hath clapr vpin one verſe, hl 3.3. i.to worſhip 
Cod ſpiritually, ro make Chriſt his ioy, to lay 
downeall confidence in the fleſh : and thirdly, 
hereby they are made helpefullro others. Thr re 
is lictlero beexpected from manrill deeply plun« 
ed. r. Hecannor pitie others, till experience 
Path taught him, 2. be will not be ſeruiccablerill 
afflitions hauce humbled and broken him. 3. hee 
knowes not how to comfort others, till himliclfe 
hath beene wounded and healed. Bur when hee 
hath learned by experience, he cao make his own 
plaiſtcr ſcrue another man, and comfort himin 
the ſame affi;tion with the ſame conſolation, 
And thoſe be the ſvecteſt and ſurcft comforts, 
when a man can ſay, my caſe was 1uft the ſame,6&& 
here is the Scripture, the mediciue that wrought 

the curc in mc. 2.Csr,1. 
H a Firſt, 
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Firſt for the wicked : leaue them but theſe 
Scriptures tothinke ypon. If this be doneto the 
reen tree,what ſhall be done tothe dry ? If God 
a with the people that call ypon his Name, 
what ſhall the end 'of the enemies be ? Arethere 
not ſtrong plagues for the workers of iniquitie ? 
Job 31.ſhall not they bediſtreſled ? < 
2 Thechiefevlieis to Saints : Let not them 
queſtiontheir ſonneſhip becauſe of afflitions.In 
his nonagethe heire differs little froma ſeruant, 
You can make nocertaine concluſion from out- 
ward things : doe nor offer it, valeſſe you will 
wrong God, Chriſt, the generation of the iuſt, 
your owne ſoules,allat once. 
0b, But what ſhall be ſaid to extraordinaricat- 
fictions 2 
Anſ.1.1f ſuch, God hath determined the caſe 
in 16b,againſt thoſe diſputants: They are no good 
proofes of a bad perſon or condition. 
2 But ours be not extraordinary ; nothing hath 
befalne vs, but what is humane. 
0b. No; when did you heare of ſucha dearth 
2s is now vpon vs? Anſw. When, why whenan 
Alles head was worth foure pound, 2. Reg.6.ther- 
tore inferre nothing againit the truth of our 
Church from thence, 
0b.Oh bur would the liuing God ſo afflit me 
it his childe 7 
Axnſ. So: how ? 
Obiedt, Olamcroſſedin a childe as no man 
cucr 
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ever was , ſo vngratefull, ſo vnnaturall, 
Anſ, Yes,except Dawid, Ely, and yet thoſe be- 
loued, 
Ob, Oh butTI haue ſucha beaſt to my husband 
as no woman cuer had, 
Anf. Yes, Aligeile, 
O6, O but my eſtate is broken all to pieces, I 
am nothing worth, 
Anſ.50 was Dauidat Ziklag,ſo Neomie,and yet 
bcloucd. 
Ob, Oh but I haue ſold all, and now want 
bread. 
Anſ.So the widow of Sarepta,2.Reg.4. Neh.s5. 
Lem.5.and yet beloued, 
06. Oh but my bodie is ſmitten too. 
Anſ.So Dauids and 10bs,yet beloucd of God, 
- 06, Oh but my ſpirit is wounded,I am ſcorcht 
with the flames of hell, and feele it in my conſci- 
ence. 
Anſ. So lob and Daxid. 
Ob, But I am diſabled from all ſeruice, I can 
neicher pray,nor read,nor hear,nor liuc,nor dyc. 
Anſ. Sothe Saints,P/al.1i02. the Church in E- 
ſ«yand beloued, 
Ob. Oh but Iamtorne to pieces with helliſh 
blaſphemous temptations. 
Anſ. Chriſt had ſuch offered outwardly , yet 
beloued. 
O06. But Lam haled with luſts,now impure luſts, 
now couctous luſts, regengetull luſts ; and they 
H 3 make 
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make me weary of my lite, 4»f. So Paal, Kom,7 
Gal.5,yet beloued. What then is to be reſolucd 
vpon * Surcly, that neyrher things preſent, nor 
things tocome, ſhall cuer ſeparate vs from the 
louc of God , for no afflitions forfeit our title. 
Ob. Oh but mine be ſins, paſsions,temprtations, 
F Anſ. Letthem be whatthey will bez if they be 
afflictionsto vs,it they tyre vs, wound vs, make 
vs cry to God,as leboſes at did , when they pur- 
ſue vs,they weaken nor out title. Oh bur that the 
ſmart of them may doe, withour the hatred of 
finne : they may weary men becauſe painfull,not 
becauſe finfull, They may ; bur marke, 1, thele 
two be not well appolſed-: often the painfulneſle 
comes from the finfulneſſe ; were they not finful, 
weecould brooke them well enough for their 
pleaſure and profit. 2. if oppoled, paine in hy- 
pocrites only follows fins commirted. Thou art 
diſtrefled beforc hand, & in grear feare leſtchou 
ſhouldſt commit ir ; as fa, Who ſhal deliuer me 
from the budic ot death * 2. great finnes are 
paincfull onely, if nothing bur paine be heeded. 
Thou arttroubled withthe firſt motions,a whole 
bodie of finne. 3. ſinne is enely painefullro the 
yaſanftified. Thou art troubled as much for 
want of faith, loue, humilitie, thankcfulnefle, as 
for the oucrflowing of finne. 4- paine makes 
once howle, but not to God, at leaſt in the firft 
place. But finne driucs a Dauid firft ro God,then 
te mcn,cads iv praycr, & not in chafing def] _ 
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And is itthus with thee © eyther condemne De* 
wid, or ſay, a man may becroſled in wite,childe, 
houſe,goods,friends, kinſemen, all at once : nay 
hazzarded in bis lite, rempred in his ſoule, trou- 
bled in his conſcience,plunged into a ſea of miſe» 
rics,and yet be deareto God a bleſſed man,aglo- 
rious Chriſtian, witneſle Dazid. 

lathe next place, they rhinke and ſpeake of Dog7p, 

ſtoning David, See our nature; in croſſes wee 
are apc to flye vpon men, rather than to fall 
downe and humble onr ſelnes before Gad. Thus, 
were the Ifraclites crofled ? they murmure at 
Moſes, and they will tone hnu, Want they wa» 
ter £ ſtone Moſer, Want they meate * ſtone 
Moſes, And thus the King of Iſracl ar Samaria, 
Ahab for Eliah &c, Nay , wee [cethis diſcaſe 

'ro0 ſtrong in Saints, Serab in the 16,0t Geneſis, 
Aſa &Cc. 

Res/.r. The reaſon is cleere : firſt, wee toope 
not to God, becaute wee are naturally emptie of 
Faith : wee cannot-ſce him, wanting an eye thats 
ſpirituall : we will not, becauſe wee cxpet no 
helpe from him, and ir is Faith chat maketiz vs 
ſtoope, Lam. 3. 

2 Wee chife at man, becauſe proude; and 
therefore 1.frertull and complayning : 2, guile- 
full, and therefore rather kt than contcle 
our taulrs , like children,rhar will rarher quarrell 
with {cruants for complayning , than themiclues 
for offending. 

Y fe 1 


(/ | JJ Noo \S\ | 


CYREL 


2 3D 


Dakids Comfort 


yſe 1. Feare this diſtemper in nature , and 
watch which way your hearts are working in the 
day of afflition, Vnlefle the croſle be verie im- 
mediatc, our hearts breake out towards men ra- 
ther than God, and we ſooner fret, chafe,threa- 
ten,curſe,than confeſſe, pray, ſubmit : and this is 
a fearctull ſinne, beware of it, And now lets not 
ſpeake inthe language of the wicked, Tis long of 
Dasid, therefore ſtone him :tis long of Corne- 
maſters who hold-in corne , that there's ſuch 
ſcarſitie,therefore downe with them : tis long of 
Iacloſers,therefore downe with them : tis lon 
of hard Land-lords, and therefore downe wit 
them ; tis long of Merchants that tranſport tis 
long of ſome mens pride,others waſtfulneſſe, 0- 
thers wantonneſle, and ſo grow bitter againſt 0- 
thers ; But ſay; Tis long of mee and my fathers 
houſe ; my finncs haue encreaſed wrath vponIG 
racl : I haue beene proude, wanton, waſtefull, a» 
buſed plenty, murmured &c. I haue ſinned the 
finnes of others, in that I hauc ſpoken of them 
with moredelightthan gricfe, intharT haue not 
wept for them, ſtood inthe gap , otherwiſe God 
would neuer bcatc anothers finnes on ny backe, 
Thus lets doe, Fret at our owne finnes, betoole 
our ſclues; and not onely ſo,but in ſtead of cha- 
fing at men, caſt downe our ſelues before God, 
ſeerherod, and God appointing it : that done, 
gocto God as Daxid doth, goeby faith, gocin 
the workes of repentance, goe for counſaile, lye 
at 
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at his foot, ſaying, Lord wee yeelde,wee yeelde : 


ifrhou wilt haue vs poore, we will be poore; if 


thou wilt haue our goods, houſes, habitations, 
here we are,and wee relftgne that which wee haue 
forfeited athouſand times. This is the onely re- 
medic theres left vs.We muſt not ſpend our time 
in inueighing againſt others, but in accuſing our 
ſclues : wee muſt not imbitrer our hearts, by 
dwelling vpon the inftruments,but humblerchem 
by looking vp to God, and huſh them by a free 
{ubmiſsion of our ſeclues. Fretting doth bur en- 
creaſe our miſcrie,tubictienand yeeldance only 
ealcth vs; and therefore ſay as they Lawenr. 3. 
22-40. 

2 Comfort,if ſtormes doe not breed thiſtles 
and nettlesin our ground : Comfort, if Croſles 
do not draw paſsions,oaths, curſes, repinings,rai- 
lings,but prayers, confeſsions &c. fromvs. O 
tis well when being let blood, our veynes {end 
out thas which is pure, not now that which is 
blacke,poiſoned : this argues a good cenſtituri- 
on,ycathe fi of God : for croſſes of them- 
ſelnesare not ſo much as purgatiuc, much leſſe 
alteratiue: tis Grace that changes our complexi- 
on,and tis as good afigne when croſſes take well 
as when the Word doth. If then wee findethar 
ourcrolles {end vs homemard, ſet vs againſt our 
finnes,make vs cry out, becauſe wee can forgiue 
no more,beare no more, becauſe wee bee ſo full 
of wrath, paſsion &c. let vs _ God for this 
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cure : for nature chafes,moralirie bites it in, only 
ſancitie makes ſinne odious, ftirres vp deſires of 
grace, puls downe ficſh, ſers vp God in Chriſtin 
{horr, improuesthe crofle, 

Ded, Followeth, Their ſoutes are bitter fer their 
children: (0 the childes miſerie1s the parents bit« 
terncſſe, Tisgall and wormwood to a parentto 
{ec his ſonnes & daughters deliueredto miſerie. 

Keaſ.1, If there be grace inthe parent,then the 

arent {ces his owne ſinne in the childes ſmart : 
rgricues a good man to ſee a beaſt, a ſtranger 
bleed for him,much more his childe, 

2. lf butnature, yet nature is ſtrong in wor- 
king,that hath ſo mingled fathers and children; 
that in one both are ſmirren,both bleed & (marr, 
both liue and dyetogether. ; 

ſe 1.For vngratefull children: Think of this, 
your ſorrovres are your parents ſorrowes , your 
ſhame theirs, your paine rheirs,your loſle theirs ; 
and if you loue nor your ſclues,yet loue your pa- 
rents, kill not them by your wickedneſſe, fill 
ot their ſoules with gall who haue fed you with 
milke, . 

/ſc 2, Againſt thoſe that robbe,and ſpoile,op- 
preſſe, detraud and beggar yongue and old, the 
mother and the childe vpon her : Oh tis a feare- 
full fin zoruine houſes and townes,, to lay whole 
familics on heapes, tro ſctfather, mother, ſonne, 
daughrer, all on weeping, the cryc of ſomanie 
willfurcly to heauen, the fmarrt of ſo manic wilt 
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deepely imbitter; when children ſhall crietopa- 
rents for bread and they haueirnot, whenthey 
ſhall call-for portions and they hane none, for 
coats and they haue none, food and money and 
they haue none, when they ſhall looke one way 
onthe miſcries of their.children, another way on 
the vniuſtice , vamercifulneſſe, oppreſsion of 
Land-lords, of Creditors, and ſee themſelues 
and theirs for cuer betrayed to miſeric through 
thedefaulrt of others ; Oh this fills the heart with 
manica bitter thought, the mouth with manie a 
bitter curſe: the father curſes, the mother curſes, 
the ſonne curſes , the daughter curſes,they lic at 
God, and giue him no reſt till hee revenge them 
vpon ſuch hurtfull perſons : and that God thar 
would not haue a bird killed from her yongue, 
willhearetheſe curſes, and make the earth, and 
ſtones,and wals of mens houſes and lands to feel 
them : Ohthendoe not robbe, kill, cruſh mens 
ſonnes and daughters, this will worke bitterneſſe 
in others to vs,to ours, 

Ye 3. Forinſtrucion tovs all : Is it ſobitter 
to ſee our children in miſeric, captiuitic ? then 
mectthe Lord before ſentence goes forth , leſt 
our ſoules be made bitter for our ſons 8& daugh- 
ters : ſhouldthe Lord ſend the ſword amongſt vs 
to our Ziklags, and wee ſhould ſee our daughters 
rauiſhed, our ſonnes butchered before our eyes, 
would not this bee bitter ? Should wee ſee ones 
legge off, a ſeconds arme, athirds head, a fourth 
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crying to vs, hanging on vs, would not this bee 
bitter © Shonld wee ſee the Amalekires in our 
land,our children carried away tor {laues,would 
not this bee bitter 2 ſhould our children fall in 
the ſtreets for bread,dye for thirſt, they readieto 
cate vp vs, wee ready to chopthem tothe pot, 
would notthis be bitter * O how could our eyes 
bchold theſe things, how could our ſoules digeſt 
ſo great bitternefle ? Oh let's now preuent this, 
that wee may neuer ſee or feeleit : Tell meenor, 
there's no danger : The Word of God is againft 
ys; moſt of thoſe finnes which haue brought 
Captiuitic, Sword , Famine vpen others ,-are 
amongſt vs : wee ſee the Lord hath begunnie 
already,and our brethren haue begunto vs in this 
bitter cup. O the bitter lamentations in Germa- 
nic ! Fathers, mothers weeping for their ſonnes 
that benot. Oh England, looke roit, that wee 
drinke not vp the dregges : Oh that thou 
wouldeſt faſt and mourne in publicke, Oh that 
you would cach in priuate . Here each man 
wept bitterly for kis ſonnes and daughters, Bur 
it was too latc,they were gone :* Nay, twas net 
roo late z though gone,yet teares will waft them 
home againe. T hoſeteares that will recouer chil- 
dren,will continue children; therefore each man 
for himſelfe, for his ſonnes, weepe apart, pray, 
faſt;zmourne, wines apart, husbands apart, chil- 
dren apart, ſtand befere the Lord 25 leboſhaphat 
did with his little omes, and ſay , Oh Lord ſpare 
our 
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our Zjklags, our houſes, our ſonnes,our daugh- 
ters , iparethem from the ſword, from famine, 
from peſtilence , from miſeric : and who 
knowes but that the Lord may yet haue 
mercie ? 

Hee comforted himſelfe ( or, ſtrengthened, all is 
one) for the ioy of the Lord is ſtrong, 

Dedtr. The world is neuer ſoemptie of com- 
forts, but that comfort may bee found in God : 
though there bee ſomewhat a dearth of comfort 
intheearth, yet Gods houſe is cuer filled, in 
Heauen comfort is to bee ;had, when none in 
Earth, in God when none in creatures : Danze!, 
David , Paul, thoulands would wirtneſle this if 
ncedfull. 

The inſtance is plaine : when Paid could not 
comfort himſelfe in his wiues, nor his children, 
nor his goods,nor in anic thing vader the Sunne, 
he could in ſomething aboue the Sunne &c. And 
the reaſon is at hand, 

Reaſon 1. Godisthe God of all conſolati- 
on,the Spring of comfort; If any warer,tis in the 
Sea; if anic light,tis inthe Sunnc, if any com- 
fort,tis in God,there it reſts, there tis when no 
where elle. 

2, Godis All-ſufficient, there the heart finds 
euerie want ſupplycd, cucry good thing lodged : 
If che diſcouragement grow from wants, want 
of power, want of wiſcdome, of comfort, of 
helpe, there the heart receiues auſwer ; in-God 
I 3 there 
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there isenough ; there tis to bee had, andthat 
freely. As God is Al-ſufficient to furniſhys with 
all acce{ſarics, ſo infinite in power, wiſedome, 

oodneſle, to helpe vs again& all cuils feared or 

elt. If ourdiſcouragement grow from cuils fea- 
red, look vp to him,and hecan preuent all,as you 
ſcein David and Efters ſtory,and Paul: Daviawas 
ncerto-killing when Seu! was now ready to chop 
vpon him : the Churchin Eſter was ata low ebbe 
when the lot was caſt : Paul, when fortic had 
vowed his death : Peter, when the next day hee 
muſt dyc,and but one night, houre,ftep betweene 
death and him,yet reſcued. 

2 If afflitions haue ouertaken vs and dif- 
couraged vs,looke vp againe, and ſec how eaſily 
the Lord can take | 4 off : this weeke David 
hath neither wife, nor childe, nor corne, nor 
cattell, and by the nexthee hath his owne , and 
a great deale more : this yeare you ſee hee is 
worſe than nought for wealth, thenexta Ki 
yea Peter can tell you, that impriſonmentma 
for a night,deliuerance ere morning; Deuids bay 
uineſſe may be your gueſt this night, ioy to mor- 


row, Þ/at. — 

3 If afflitions bee long and ſtrong, and 
thence diſcouragement , looke vp againe and 
you ſhall fiade, that after two dayes God will 
reuiuc you, and you ſhall liue in his ſight, Hoc 6. 
Heſan heale old wounds in a ſhort ſpace,asia the 
captiuity,in the man in the Goſpel, /ob. 5. 5. and 
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deepe wounds with a little tent, When Dasid is 
broken all to pieces,his eſtate to pieces, his houſ- 
boldyhis army,his heart (they had wepr till wea- 
ric of weeping) Lo in two orthree dayes hecan 
make vp all againe. 

If affliQions be moſt bitter, and ſtinging, 
and laſting to our end, and therefore diſcourage» 
ment,-looke vp, and ſee, and God can oner-rtop 
all theſe ſorrowes with comfort,and (weeren the 
bittereſt cup. Why hee hath more conſolations 
than there be afflitions : as one abounds, ſo the 
other. Hee hath ſtronger conſolations than affli- 
Rions; hee can make a Davtd for the preſent ſay 
P/al.94.19.and forthe time paſt, Tis good I haue 


beene afflicted ; and forthe future, Thou wilt be 2/«/:r5.7;- | 


| my guidetothe death,and ſoreceiue meeto glo- 
rice : yea he can makea Peter {leep in irons; a Paul 
ſing in dungeons, 2a Martyr reioyce in ſufferings, 
Heby, 10 . Why then if in God may euer be 
found that which will an{were our wants, 
ſupply all our griefes, theze's comfort ſtill tobe 
had. 

Yſe, Now then ( Brethren ) is not this God 
worth the loving 2 You cannot alwayes haue 
comfort in wcalth,comfort in health,comfortin 
neighbours,in childien,in Wiues ;theſebe nor al- 
waies : theſe, while they be, doe ſometime mini- 
ſter matter of griefe , yea,ſometimie their life and 
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conſtant peace, conſtant gemfort, and ioy to bee 
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found , Hee is conſtantly good, great, true, &c; 
Oh get him ; howeuer you doe get him, and you 
haucallz come whatwill come, hechanges nor, 
his comforts arc ſure, neuer cealc ſeeking, beg- 
ging, hearing,conferring , till his imagebee ſet 
vpon you, and your hearts aſſured of his loue, 
You haue ſeene the comfortsof the world , you 
ſce how all Ciſtcrnes faile you, ge to the Foun- 
taine : inthe word of God,inthe houſe of God, 
in the fauour of God, you ſhall have comforr, in 
his light you ſhall ſec light, when others nothing 
butdarkeneſſeround about, Oh then, thou that 
firteſtin darkeneſſe, in the darkeneſſe of tempta- 
tion, in the darkeneſſe of finne, in the darkenefſe 
of affliction, darkeneſle of pouertic, debt ; thou 
that ſecſt no light, none within thee, none with- 
outthec, none in thy ſoule, none in thy minde, 
. nonein thine eſtate, friends, &c. ariſc, put on 
beautic , come into the light, ſtand vp from 
the dead / dead comforts, dead companions , 
_ workes ) and the Lon» ſhall giuethee 
ife, 

2 ForSainrs : why donot they chidethem- 
ſclucs,as De#i4 did, and call vpon themſelues for 
comfort ! Surely, ioy is comely, and it is their 
part to reioyce in God, 

04, Ohbut how can wee in ſad times, inthe 
midit of iorrow ” 

Anſ:tlow did the Apoſtles ? they reioycedin 
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Ob, True, in cafe of perſecution : but -how 

ſhould we in afflition 2 | 

Anſ.How doth Danid ? he had loſt wife,child, 
all,yer he comforts himſelfe : in what * when all 
was gone,in God, in him was all zand ſo longas 
God ſtood to him,all ctaid with him, 

Ob, Bur what if ſinne hauc haled afflitions on 
VS* 

Anſ. Dania was not clcere, yet in God is com- 
fortthen : comfort, becauſchee is gracious and 
ready to pardon. 

Ob,Yca,but what if the miſeric bee common, 
not particular and perſonall * 

An/ſ.Such was Deuids,yet he comforts himſelt. 
Why God can healea toiwne as ſoonc as a man,a 
ſhire as {ooncas a towne, 2 kingdomeas ſoone as 
a ſhire. 

06. Yea, but what if ones caſe be deſperate * 

Anſ.So was Daxidsto mens iudgement,houſes 
burnt, goods gone, the enemie was gotten 'nto 
poſſeſsion, and yet Deuid comforts himſelfe in 
God, Andintruth, there's no mans caſe, eſtate, 
ſoule,deſperateto God : if wewerenothing,hee 
could make vs ſomthing ; if worſe than nothing, 
he could repaire vs. 

06b.Yea,but what if nothing be lefr? 

Ax/.Yetit God beleft, all is well,all is in him, 
all power,all wiſedome,all wealth,comterrt &c. 

Ob.Butthetimes arcexceceding hard. 

An/. But God is as kinde, as rich, as cuer ; hea- 
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wenas full, grace and comfort as cheape. 

0b. Bur when pouertic pinches, need preſles, 
what comfort then? 

Anſ. Yes,the conſolations of God are ſtrong : 
thoſe croſſes that ſeeme to ſwallow you,ſhall be 
very ſufferableif you fiye to him. Oh then flycto 
him by faith, ſay, as Heb uit. Though the Fig-tree 
Fc. yet will 1 reiaxce in the Lora. Fly by prayer, & 
one faithfull prayer will ſhake off theſe yokes, as 
caſily as Sampſon did his bonds. Flyetothe word, 
and ſame Tychicus will comfort your hearts , as 
S:Pawl ſaith. Some one promiſe or other will ſet- 
tle you beyond expeRation. 

0b, Oh but whatif God himſelfebeaterrour, 
aota comfort ? 

Anſ. The word ſpcaketh bloud not peace, yee 
' reconcilethy ſelfe to God, caſt out finne,caſtthy 
ſelfe vpon his mercie,ſay, If anic mercie or com- 
fort in the world, tis in God therefore to him 
Ile goe, there Ilelycat us gate, though hee kill 
me,l[letruſt in him. 

Ob.But whatif I baue done ſo,and yet findens 
comfort * 

Asſ. Waite,hearken, forthe Lord will ſpeake 
peace to his &c. He that truſted inhim neuer was 
aſhamed. Heare then thou that lookeſt into thy 
barne,and there's no comfort, corn is gone ; into 
thy purſe,there's no comfort,mony is gone; into 
thy cupboard,there's no comfort, bread is gone ; 
vntothy children, there's no comfort, thy _ 
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fleſh and bone is gone; intothy heart;and there's 
no comfort, hope & ioy is gone; vnto thy friends 
and land,and behold darkneſſe and ſorrow, E/a.5 
vit.yet looke vpwards to heauen, there comfort 
growes,to Chriſt there's comfort treaſured ; to 
God, and there the fountaine is as full as cuer : 

conclude,God is minc,and therefore comfort is 
mine ;Hee is comfort without bread, without 
friends, without lite. 

Next, Da#id conſulrs with God in time of di- 
ſtreſle. 

Do, Wee muſt not ſpend time in whyning, 
fretting, muſing ; but wee muſt conſult, and 
caſt whats beſt to be done . Thepeople doe the 
one, Dawiathe other.So /acob,Gen.g2.1, ſothe E- 
gyptiens to Pharavb,Exed.ro,7.the Philiſtims, in 
1.84%.6:2. And Ephraims folly is herein taxed, 
that he would ſtand till atthe birth, ?/al.13.13. 
But 'I preſie- not this ; onely. for Vſc thus 
much. 

Yſe. Weare in Daxids ſtraight (ina ſenſe: )the 


people weepe till rhey can weepe no more, their . 


ſoulcs be birrer for ſonnes and daughters, yeatoo 
manie ſpeake almoſt. of ſRtoning euerie Danid, 
whom they conceiue to be an occaſion of their 
miſcrie : Whatmuſt wee doe? ſurely David is 2 
good patterne ; 1. he comforts himſelfe in God, 
{omult we, elſc our wits be not our owne, nor 
graces, we can neither ſpeake to God nor man 
diſcouragement robbes a man of all: 2.D 

I.2 goes 
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24 Dauids Comfort 
gocsro Gods ordinances, Gods Word, Gods 
mouth, askes Gods aduice, ſo muſt wee, heare 
what God ſeith,whar hee calls for; and hee calls 
for more faſting, ſubmiſſion calls vs from our 


fealts, faſhions, laces &c. 3.Dasid forthwith exe-. 


cutes what God ſpeakes,ſo muſt wee £ you haue 
beene told thatthis expence in feaſting, in buil- 
ding,in houſhold-(tuffe, braucrie for- your ſelues 
2nd children,abuſe of plenty would beggar you 
balceucirt now, confelle, amend it: and wee tel 
ouno,you mu ſtoopthatare poore,youmuſt 
helpers are rich ; docir &c. O6. But if wee 
ſhould now, it weretoo late, Av. No,God can 
ferch Ziklag again when tis gonezif ſought vnto : 
But what may be done 2 You haue heard ('Belo- 
ued)tis not in vain to ſeek to God: 2.ſeck to God 
with tearcs, faſtings ; out with your finnes,down 
with your hearts, yeeld, yceld, and acknowledge 
abuſe of plentic : 3. vie-policie, and prouide as 
Dazid did ; worke, the maine defect is from-want 
of worke -: tis in vaine to ſpeake of bringing 
downe Markets, valeſſethere bee employment. 
Were Barley at rwo ſhillings, if men hauc nor 
worke, tisall one: therefore you poore be wil- 
ling toworke for bread , you rich ſtudieto finde 
worke : tisimpolſibletoimploy all: thus do,you 
that haue money, do not (out of feares)hoard ir, 
produce, employ it, and bring notcertaine miſ- 
chicfes vpon yncertaine feares: 2 youthar haue 
wool, lemp,&c, now ſctit out. &c, 3» > — 
auc 
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have land, louetillage. Men may diſcourſe,bur 
without tillage ſuch a land as this cannor ſtand : 
louc houſe-keeping , tis better keepe men as ſer- 
uants,ratherthan as rogues,as maſters: 4.you that 
haue mcanes without land, helpe to ſowe the 
land, that this year wil lie vntilled and vnſowne, 
without helpe, and make ſome bargaine with 
poore men,&c. Why but there is no imploiment 
tor halte, Yet againe: Why but there is no mony, 
theres lirtle, Yer there might be more,if pride in 
lace,plate,&c.might downe,if vnbeleefe did nor 
bearethe keyes of their coffers that haue manie 
houſes. Suppoſetherewere lefſe monie,pay men 
in'corne, bread, cloth, &c. Buttheres no worke : 

No, looke to your ficlds, were ditches ſcoured, 
mariſhes drained, lands ploughed in manie fields, 
it would quit coſt : looke to your high waies,all 
the poore in the countric be ſcarce enow to ga- 
ther and lay ſtones in them for ſome weckes, &c. 
But we haue notto pay them. Ianſwer once for 
all, better keepethem working than begging and 
wandring : keptthey muſt be, and if they catcha 
haunt of idling and roguing, theile bee paſtalt 
ſhame, all worke,all thrift, all grace, and we ſhall 
all rue it: Therfore if you know better means,vſc 
them,and ſet your wits on worke that ſomething 
may be done,G&c, X 
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STC 12852 Sire Sermons 
Before this book was talen apart, repaired, re- 
Sewn, and rebound (by BR, Lunow) 1t hand been (1) 
stabbed and stitched, (2) gewmn on raised bands 
ar bount, (3) removed from the binding, and (4) 
te1d together with glue and a strip of blue pa- 
per, While it was in sheets I examined it ard 
found it to be as it is described below: 


Collations a*(-a1) b-k* A-1+ K*(-x4). 


Condition: Because of unueually heavy gluing 
and past nistreatment, most' of the outer pairs 
($1:4) and many of the inner were, when I exa- 
mined then, inconjugate; but I gaw no evidence 


that all had not in the beginning been-conJjugate. 


TJatermarks: ALL sheets except ht were water- 
marked with a pot initialled DC. The rot of 
b (1:4) bore initials which though badly bent 
mast alnost certainly be read as BB, Exactly 
this $:me pot with bent BB appears In a copy of 
STC 12838 containig a bincing note of game date 
as this one (qv.) 
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